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BACKTRACKING ON NEW VAT LAw

Big businesses
appeased

REAZ AHMAD and REJAUL KARIM BYRON and political considerations were all on the
_ _ — agenda, finance ministry officials said.

[t was mainly the pressure from big busi- Then signals were sent to the NBR to back

nesses that led to the government's back- ¢

tracking on its decision to implement the On its Facebook page, the NBR men-

new VAT law. Appeasing the people in gen- ;04 yesterday that had the board not

eral was not much of a reason, which the .., ;5 engrossed in the now-deferred
government has been touting, implementation plan of new VAT law, its

The late u-turn of the government last  revenye earning would have been greater in
month has left the National Board of the last fiscal year (2016-17).

Revenue (NBR) in a spot of bother, as it now In fact, a chunk of the expected Tk 22,579
1'{35 to fill a gaping holein its revenue collec- .. .o oxira VAT revenue was supposed to
tion target. o . come from big businesses.

The NBR was working in full swing to Right after the placement of the budget,

implement the unified VAT law two weeks  he business lobby stepped up its activities
after Finance Minister AMA Muhith had i, favour of deferral of the VAT law imple-

proposed the 2016-17 budget. mentation.

[t even convened a stocktaking meeting As aresult, parliament witnessed ministers

for June 19 to discuss implementation of 4\ ps coming down heavily on the finance
the new law. minister for proposing 15 percent VAT across

But around the same time, five top busi-  he peard. The ruling Awami League, how-
nessmen close to the government had par-  eyer termed thisa “lively debate” A member of an Italian delegation trying to hold back tears at the Holey Artisan Bakery

leys with government high-ups. Business SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 while paying tribute to the victims of last year's militant attack there. Inset, wreaths of

Police better 1 : | PHOTO: mH:nsHumun
cuppedsnce. Sa1€ haven' for Remembered with love, tears

cushanatack toy 'Neo JMB'
Tor| d STAFF CORRESPONDENT [talian delegations paid respects bowing
. TR O N E Y E A R O F heads, read out a commemorative letter in Italian

Officials say about
their anti-terror ﬁght She is not related to them. Yet tears were stream- and observed a quiet moment of remembrance.
On the night of July 1 last year, five armed

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN l e aders b I I Sted ing down Saleha Begum's face as she stood at the

- lic . :l“e of the deadliest terror attack in the country’s i . militants stormed the café in the Gulshan diplo-
e country's policing e e , £oon 2124 . ’ istory. Mourners, including foreigners, placed flow- 1 atic zone and held diners hostage at eunpoint
system has been witnessing - COPS arrest 3 female ‘militants’, e e ey gl DR i : | s hostage at gunpoint.
>y cen WItNEssing | She was among the hundreds who gathered ers there as the once upscale restaurant was open They then brutally murdered nine Italians, seven

significant changes in the - recover bﬂﬂlbﬁ, Arms iTI KHShtiﬂ Tﬂld on the old premises of the Holey Artisan Bakery to public for four hours from around 9:30am to Japanese, one Indian and three Bangladeshis.

aftermath of the grisly : yesterday to pay respect to the memory of those mark the first anniversary of the attack that lefta Two police officers also lost their lives as law
Holey Artisan attack. . OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia whose lives were cut short by militants at the deep scaronthenation's psyche. enforcers in groups tried to close in on the place.
The capacity of police - ! . . restaurant a year back. Japanese Ambassador Masato Watanabe, The five terrorists and a chef of the café were
has been strengthened to . Counterterrorism officials claimed to have arrested three “I'have no blood relations among the victims, along with some representatives of Japan yjjled in the commando operation. Another
counter religious extrem- . suspected female militants, including the wife of “Neo JMB” but I feel all of them are my near and dearones.I International Cooperation Agency (JICA), paid  giaffer died of his injuries in hospital. -
ism. Workshops are being - chief Ayub Bachchu, raiding a hideout in Kushtia's came here to pay tributes,” Saleha said. homage to the victims at 7:30am. MORE ON PACE 2 3. 7 SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
organised for police mem- - Bheramara yesterday. o L T
hers to make them aware of . The hideout busted in the drive, codenamed ”TE[Z!id
militancy and how to deal  Punch”, was a safe haven for the top leaders, including -,
with the menace. - ameer and Shura members of the banned militant outfit, C&fﬁ' att&CkEI'S
Counterterrorism teams - claimed police. »
have been formed in all 64 |  The arrestees are Tithi Khatun, 32, wife of Ayub Bachchu dled Of bUllEL
districts in the last four - alias Sajib, Sumaiya Akter, 26, wife of the outfit's second-in- . e . Standard
months to tackle the terror- - command Abzar alias Rashed, and Toly Khatun, wife of bomb IHJUHQS Charte red

ism issue. These teams will . Arman Ali of Thakurpur in Bheramara.
work in coordination with | The Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime (CTTC)

Says autopsy report

the Counter Terrorism and - unit of the Dhaka Metropolitan Police also claimed to have | grarr CORRESPONDENT
Transnational Crime - recovered a bomb weighing around 3kg, two suicide vests
(CTTC) Unit of Dhaka . with 10 small bombs, a pistol, 12 bullets and 10 kilograms | Five militants and a chef,
Metropolitan Police. "~ of bomb-making materials in the raid. who were killed during the

“Police officials are * Two children -- five-month-old Akia Hasan and six-year- | army-led joint forces opera-
receiving training in some - old Nova -- were rescued from the hideout at a one-storey | tion codenamed "Opera-
friendly countries to . tin-shed building in Bamanpara area, said SM Mehedi | tion Thunderbolt” at Holey Y .I:
improve their efficiency " Hasan, superintendent of police (SP) in Kushtia. Artisan Bakery in the capi- edars O
and capacity in dealing . Akia is Bachchu's daughter and Nova is Arman's daugh- | tal's Gulshan last year, were
with the terrorism issue,” . ter, hesaid. hit by bullets and bomb B a n kl n

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6 | SEE PAGE 10 coL 1 | SPlinters, according to
doctors.

The forensic medicine
department of Dhaka
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The Finat Private Univensily of Cangladess report to Counter .

e it Tercorism and We are grateful to our clients, customers,
}“2;}’*;};*33;3:;;;“;; regulators and all other partners, whose trust and support
Metiopolitart Police, the have made possible each and every single one of our achievements.

investigating agency for the
café attack, yesterday, a year
after the gruesome terror

attack. ‘Best Foreign Bank in Bangladesh’ by
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 FinanceAsia in 2009 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2016, 2017 And FinanceAsia COUNTRY
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 20th Anniversary Platinum Awards AWARDS
FOR ACHIEVEMENT

M al aysi a 'Best Foreign Investment Bank in Bangladesh, 2017’ |
detains 329 FinanceAsia

Bangladeshis MIIFM

‘Best Foreign Exchange Bank, Bangladesh 2016’

STAR REPORT A-W-A R-D-S and ‘Best CSR Bank, Bangladesh 2017’
Malaysian immigration X W A W ol
department detained 329
. Bangladeshis from different
Mohammed Shajahan states of the country during ‘Best Digital Bank in Bangladesh’ il
" : : o a drive against illegal immi- and ‘Best International Bank in Bangladesh’ ASIAMONEY

Mr. Mohammed Shajahan, an eminent industrialist and grants, says a local newspa-

businessman, a renowned philanthropist has been per.

unanimously nominated as the Chairman, Board of Trustees Tae deparbinent begar S\AN

y B A i the drive after the deadline P 4y

of The North South University Trust, and Chairman, Board of to apply for the temporary & - | —

Governors, The North South Foundation for Education and Enforcement Card (E-Card) Eng S B Multiple Categories in 2016 (4 awards)

Research expired at midnight on < ® and 2017 (7 awards)

: Friday, The Malay Mail * "h‘hhﬂlh

We hope that under his dynamic leadership North South Online reported yesterday. "RipLe

University will reach greater heights in pursuit of excellence ihhe derve; 14

; i ty . g 8 pHisU Bangladeshi were detained ,

in higher education around the world. at Johor Bahru, five at Alor ‘Bank of the Year' |

: : Setar, 132 at Kota Bharu, 11 in 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015

We wish him every success. at Melaka, one at IPOH, TheBanker Awards
four at Kuantan and one at
Seremban, it said.

The immigration depart-
ment also detained illegal

immigrants fn:_um Nepal, SC.COm/bd Here fOr' gOOd

Myanmar, India, Indonesia
and Pakistan.
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