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Gone are the days when children and
young people were fed 'dreams’ of
being doctors and engineers.
Revolutions have been taking place in
each generation and eventually, the
wind blew towards commerce and
business. Today, there is probably a
need for yet another revolution where
the arts, health, culture, heritage, sports,
people and so much more -- should be
added to the official school curriculum.
There has of course been a huge
development in the education sector in
the last few decades. Not only has there
been an increase in the number of
female children going to school and
finishing off with degrees, a number of
alternative and non-formal learning
centres and educational institutes have
also changed the face of traditional

pASSH

In his budget speech, Finance
Minister AMA Muhith proposed an
allocation of Tk 50,432 crore in the
budget for 2017-18 fiscal year for the
education sector, raising the allocation
by around 14 percent from the outgo-
ing fiscal year.

However, according to Korvi
Rakshand, the allocation of the budget
towards education could have been
worked on better. "One third of the
population in Bangladesh is youth. By
2030, the number will increase by
about 70 percent," he says. "If we can-
not prioritise the youth now, we won't
have a better future for Bangladesh
tomorrow.”

Korvi is the Founder and Chairman
of JAAGO Foundation, a school for the
underprivileged. The Foundation aims
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through catering the educational needs
of children from socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged background and
empowering the youths along with
inspiring volunteerism in Bangladesh.
Its mission is to break the cycle of
poverty through education and rebuild-
ing our nation.

"Education is the backbone of a
nation and this sector should be well
taken care of for the sake of the devel-
opment of any nation," says Korvi,
"Even though the percentage is higher
than the previous years, if we take a
closer look, a large amount in the total
allocation is for the non-
developmental issues including- salary,
infrastructure etc. This would limit
innovation, research, development,
trainings and other important and
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learning in the country.
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effective tools."

At a recent roundtable held at the
Daily Star centre, students and youth
leaders came together to talk about
how the youth can be prioritised in the
budget fiscal 2017-2018. One of the
most concerning issues for the youth
was the extra 15 percent vat to be
included on purchases. "In most fami-
lies, young people receive a small
amount of pocket money," shares
Korvi. "Some of them work after
classes, mostly work as private tutors
for younger kids and imposed vat on
purchases mostly in the food industry
would not only be difficult for the
students to bear with, but also be diffi-
cult for young entrepreneurs to run
their start ups.”

There are a lot of issues holding the
youth back, one of them being the

insane traffic an individual has to face
every day. "In addition" adds Korvi,
"most of the facilities, ministries and
other urban developments are very
much centralised in the capital. This
proves to be very difficult for the young
people living outside Dhaka. They are
deprived of opportunities to create and
usually do not have access the way
young people in Dhaka do."

“The youth may be tomorrow's
leaders, but they definitely are the
driving force to move the 'today' and
the ‘present’,” says Korvi. "Don't wait
for tomorrow because you don't know
what will happen tomorrow. What is
your passion? What is the purpose
behind it? Ask yourself these questions.
Only then can you make positive
changes for the country.”

Footsteps towards a

BETTER TOMORROW
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Shah Rafayat Chowdhury and Mohammad Taqi Yasir

Access to clean water is not only a
fundamental human need, but also a
basic human right. Have you ever
contemplated on what kind of water we
are being provided with at the safety of
our homes, or even through the
presumably 'safe’ brands of bottled
drinking water that we purchase?
'Footsteps' is a development-based
social enterprise which looks to
improve social conditions in
Bangladesh. Their initiative 'Project
Trishna' provides clean drinking water
to the masses on the streets for free.
"Reverse Osmosis is the best water
purifying technology out there today,”
says Shah Rafayat Chowdhury,
President and Co-founder at Footsteps.
"However, it is also very expensive.
What we tried to do is come up with an
economical solution for it, and then
introduce it on a larger scale. That is
why we are promoting our own RO
technology.” Rafayat is currently a
student of Environmental Economics at
Pennsylvania State University in the

USA. "We officially began in December
2013, with out first project,
Heartwarming Winter," he adds. "And
although we are referred to as
Footsteps, the official name is Footsteps
Foundation."

The project currently has 55 RO
devices at different points in the city.
They are providing over 4000 liters of
clean drinking water every day. “You
won't believe how unsanitary the water
we receive in our households can be. In
fact, we can show it to you,” adds
Mohammad Taqi Yasir, the Vice
President of the organisation. The duo
had brought a pocket-sized electrolysis
machine that they use to test the
Impurities in water.

The results were astounding. As
shown in the pictures, the water from
the tap shows an alarming amount of
iron after the electrolysis. Even the
water we extracted from the purifier
showed slight tinges of yellow after just
a minute of the process. “This is not
surprising to us at all,” smiles Rafayat,
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“You will be surprised to know that we
have found impurities in many of our
renowned brands of bottled drinking
water as well. We really have to be
careful about what we are consuming.”
The most alarming aspect of this
discovery is the fact that about 60
percent of our population still drinks
tap water directly. The project aims to
provide about 80,000 liters of clean
drinking water in the very near future.

Rafayat's idea for Project Trishna has
been selected for the Global Youth
Summit this year. The summit is
organised by Global Changemakers, a
Swiss NGO. They select 60 young
‘changemakers’, -- young people with
innovative projects that can contribute
to making a positive impact on the
society. When asked about how the
idea got selected, Rafayat told us that
anyone can apply through their
application form. After he wrote about
Project Trishna, he got called for an
interview with the organisation. “I was
in New York when I got called up. 1

shared my idea with the co-founder
and we talked about how this project
could help each of our communities.
That is basically how it got selected for
the summit”,

Besides Project Trishna, Footsteps is
constantly working round the year with
different projects which aim towards
helping the underprivileged and
making the country a better place.
Previously, the organisation had
conducted a project called " WECAnR',
one which aimed to encourage private
companies to provide trashcans around
their premises. It was highly successful,
as the companies could improve their
public image while at the same time,
help the environment. 'A
Heartwarming Winter' attempts to
collect donations in order to provide
warm winter clothes for the needy
around the country. The organisation
follows the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals set by the LIN, of
which they have addressed 17
comimunity issues in Bangladesh:
Access to Clean Drinking Water, Public
Health, Waste Management, Poverty

Eradication, Public Awareness, Female
Empowerment and Climate Change
Adaptation.

“We currently have 30 active
members, they are permanent members

of our organisation. Besides them, a
thousand dedicated volunteers are
working selflessly throughout the year,”
says Taqi. The organisation also creates
documentaries in order to raise
awareness about impending issues.
'‘Abar Ashbo Phire' is one that has been
widely praised and has become an
exemplary 'hit' among young doers and
activists in the country. "All that we do
is for the love of our country. We have a
lot of problems, but I believe we have

the talent and resources to solve them if

we just stand united,” adds Rafayat,
who plans to come back to the country
after he is done with his education and
use the experience he gained for the
betterment of the community.

It is safe to say that one can make
Bangladesh a much better place for the
future generations, if only one would
follow the positive and inspiring
footsteps of real changemakers.
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