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APEX
Syed Gias Hussain, additional managing director of Apex Footwear, cuts a ribbon to open its 230th outlet at Concord Silvia Heights at Gulshan,
in Dhaka on Tuesday.

Apple expands legal battle with Qualcomm

reported by The Wall Street Journal.

In January the iPhone maker filed
a lawsuit complaining that
Qualcomm -- which produces chips
widely used in smartphones and
tablets around the world --abused its
market power to demand unfair
royalties, and demanded billions of
dollars in compensation.

Apple filed two similar com-
plaints against Qualcomm in
China days later. However

AFP, San Francisco

Apple has expanded its legal battle
against Qualcomm, accusing the US
chip maker of charging for invalid
patents in the latest twist in the clash
between the two tech giants.

In legal filings in a federal court
in California on Tuesday, Apple
claimed that several Qualcomm
patents were invalid because they
conflict with existing patents, while
other patents were not essential for
cell phone communications,
according to details of the lawsuit

innovation.”

claiming that Apple breached deals
and encouraged regulatory attacks

worldwide on Qualcomm.

"Qualcomm’'s illegal business
practices are harming Apple and
the entire industry," Apple said in
an email Tuesday to AFP.

"They supply us with a single
connectivity component, but for
years have been demanding a per-
centage of the total cost of our
products - effectively taxing Apple's

Qualcomm, in a statement by
Qualcomm countersued in April, legal counsel Don Rosenberg,
denied the accusations.

Apple "knows well" that

"Qualcomm's innovations are at the
heart of every iPhone and enable the
most important uses and features of
those devices," Rosenbergsaid.

"It simply is untrue that
Qualcomm is seeking to collect
royalties for Apple innovations that
have nothing to do with
Qualcomm's technology.”

In January, the US Federal Trade
Commission hit Qualcomm with
an antitrust suit alleging it abused
its dominant market position for
processors, resulting in higher
prices for consumers.
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BATA
Rajeev Gopalakrishnan, president of Bata Emerging Market for South Asia, presides over
the 45th annual general meeting of Bata Shoe Company Bangladesh Ltd at Tongi in
Gazipur on Tuesday. The company declared a total cash dividend of 330 percent for the
year 2016. Chitpan Kanhasiri, managing director of Bata Bangladesh, was also present.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government Engineering Department
Rural Employment & Road Maintenance Programme-2
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207
Memo No. LGED/PD/RERMP-2/0.S-02/2017/294

Invitation for Tender

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Local Government, Rural Development & Co-operative,
Local Government Division.
Local Government Engineering Department,
Project Director, Rural Employment & Road Maintenance
Programme (RERMP-2).
Dhaka.

- Procurement of physical service.
LGED/PD/RERMP-2/0.5-02/2017/294 Date- 19/06/2017
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Date: 19/06/2017

1 Ministry/division

Agency
Procuring entity name

4 Procuring entity district
5 Invitation for

6 Invitation Ref No. & date
KEY INFORMATION

4 Procurement method Open Tendering Method (OTM).
| FUNDING INFORMATION

8 Budget and source of funds GoB.

9 Development partners European Union (EU).

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

10 | Project/program code 3084

Rural Employment & Road Maintenance Programme (RERMP-
2).

LGED/PD/RERMP-2/0.5-02/2017

Selection of Firm/Company for Staff Support Services.

11 | Project name

12 | Tender package No.
13 | Tender package name

Date Time
14 | Tender last selling date 16/07/2017 _
15 | Tender closing date and time 17/07/2017 1.00pm
16 | Tender opening date and time 1710712017 2.00pm
17 | Name & address of the office(s) Address

Name & address of selling tender | Office of the Project Director, Rural Employment & Road

document Maintenance Programme (RERMP-2), LGED Bhaban, Level-10,
Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh.
Name & address of receiving & | Office of the Project Director, Rural Employment & Road

opening tender document Maintenance Programme (RERMP-2), LGED Bhaban, Level-10,

Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
18 | Eligibility and qualification of tenderer
19 | Brief description of services

. As per tender document.
The firm/company will be engaged to provide services for the
post of 2 (two) Driver & 2 (two) Office Support Staff under the
Project for 1 (one) year duration.

20 | Price of tender document (Tk.) . Tk. 2000.00. | _
21 Package Identification of package Location Tender security Completion time in
_No. : amount (Tk.) ' weeks/months
1 RERMP-2/0.S-02/2017 Dhaka 35000.00 12 months
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
22 | Name of official inviting tender Salma Shahid.
23 | Designation of official inviting tender Project Director.

Rural Employment & Road Maintenance Programme (RERMP-
2), Level-10, LGED Bhaban, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207,

24 | Address of official inviting tender

Bangladesh.
25 | Contact details of official inviting tender | Tel. No: +880- | Fax No: +880- | email:
29112595 29139460 pd.rermp@lged.gov.bd
26 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all the tenders or annul the tender proceedings.
Salma Shahid

GD-1312 Project Director

Ford to import Focus
cars built in China

AFP, Chicago

Ford will import its next-generation Focus sedans into
the US market from China, after a highly-publicized
move to cancel plans to build the car in Mexico, the
company announced Tuesday.

The move runs counter to the US car industry's
recent efforts to highlight American production amid
intense criticism from President Donald Trump.

Ford, which already produces the Focus in China
for that market, couched the move as a cost-saving
strategy, and said no American jobs would be lost as a
result of the change.

Ford's plan to move production of the Focus to a
factory in Hermosillo, Mexico, announced in 2016,
angered then-candidate Trump, who threatened to
impose a border tax on any imported cars. Trump has
repeatedly singled out the auto industry and pressured
them to keep plants and jobs in the country.

Ford in January canceled the move, as well the plan
to build a new plant in San Luis Potosi, Mexico, and
then in March, announced $1.2 billion in investments
in American plants, earning praise from Trump.

"Car companies coming back to US JOBS! JOBS!
JOBS!," the president tweeted at the time.

Under the strategy announced Tuesday, the next-
generation Focus will begin production globally in
mid-2019, and will be imported into the US market
primarily from China, with additional variants com-
ing later from Europe, the company said.

Ford's Michigan plant will continue to produce the
Focus through mid-2018, and then will be converted
to make a pickup truck and SUV, so no hourly jobs will
be lost.

Toshiba enters exclusive
chip sales talks with
US-SKorea-Japan group

AFP, Tokyo

Toshiba said Wednesday it will hold exclusive talks with a
consortium of US, South Korean and state-backed
Japanese investors to sell its prized memory chip busi-
ness, as the loss-hit conglomerate scrambles to raise cash.

The company needs money after taking massive
losses in its US nuclear operations that have put the
survival of a pillar of corporate Japan in doubt.

Toshiba's board Wednesday decided to select the
consortium as a "preferred bidder", it said in a state-
ment, suggesting the deal is all but imminent.

The group's joint bid, which is reportedly worth
more than 2 trillion ven ($18 billion), is "the best
proposal, not only in terms of valuation, but also in
respect to certainty of closing, retention of employees,
and maintenance of sensitive technology within
Japan", Toshiba added.

The bidding group is comprised of the public-
private Innovation Network Corp. of Japan, the state-
backed Development Bank of Japan, and US private
equity fund Bain Capital, it said.

South Korean chip giant SK Hynix will participate
as alender in the deal, aToshiba spokesman told AFP.

Toshiba is aiming to finalise a sale by its June 28
shareholders' meeting, and close any agreement by
March next year, "upon clearance of all the required
processes, including competition law approvals in key
jurisdictions,"” it said.

The sale of the memory chip business, seen as key
for cash-strapped Toshiba's turnaround, still faces
hurdles as US chip factory partner Western Digital tries
to block the sale with a court injunction.

Luanda pips Hong Kong
as costliest city: study

mism of the housing market" in Japan.

The survey compares the cost of over 200
itemns in over 200 cities, including housing,
food, transport and entertainment.

It takes New York (in ninth place this year)
as its base for comparison and measures
currency movements against the dollar.

The study is closely followed by govern-
ments and international businesses which take
the rankings into account when they calculate
the costs of sending their employees abroad.

Some Russian cities leapt up the table in
the new survey, with Moscow reaching 14th
place from 53rd last year and Saint
Petersburg leaping to 36 from 116 "under
the twin effects of the rise in the ruble and
the cost of goods and services".

Main cities in Australia, Brazil and India
also marched up the expat costs list.

Lots of European cities were on the way
down, particularly in Britain due to the weak-
ness of the pound. Paris, Vienna and Rome also
became less expensive for the expat purse.

AFP, Paris

Angola's capital Luanda has overtaken
Hong Kong to become the costliest city in
the world for expats, Mercer's annual survey
said Wednesday:.

Dethroned last year by the Chinese city,
Luanda regained the dubious honour
despite the depreciation of the local kwanza
currency against the dollar, according to the
survey by the Mercer consulting group.

While Hong Kong is bounced back down
to second place it remains the most expen-
sive Asian city "because of its currency's link
to the dollar, a factor which makes local
housing more expensive,” the report said.

After topping the Cost of Living report for
three consecutive years, Luanda was pipped
by the Asian city in 2016, owing to a stronger
Hong Kong dollar.

This year Tokyo completes the podium,
moving up from fifth place last year because
of the yen's appreciation and "the dyna-
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SIBL
Md Rezaul Haque, chairman of Social Islami Bank, cuts a ribbon to open the bank's

134th branch at Shyamoli in Dhaka yesterday. Shahid Hossain, managing director, was
also present.
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