BMW GESTURE CONTROL.
NOW AVAILABLE IN THE ALL-NEW BMW 5 SERIE
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Consider this latest 2017 G30 version a rebirth.
Where the previous couple of iterations needed
aggressive body kit and wheels to look good, this
one walks the red carpet just being completely
stock. One simple word to describe it is “chis-
elled”. The kidney grilles are now farther back
than the last gen, smoothly aligned with the head-
lights to create a sleek yet purposeful expression
like the squinty Clint Eastwood. It is a bit bigger
than the previous car, it is also lighter by about
100 kg despite having much more tech. That is the
same as my subeditor and his ridiculously propor-
tioned cat.

WHAT ARE THE POWER FIGURES?

It has a dizzying array of engines. The 540i has a
turbocharged 3.0-liter inline-6 with 335 HP reach-
ing 100km/h in 4.7 seconds. A higher perfor-
mance M550i pumps out about 455 HP. You want
to do your environmental bit while still looking
cool? The 530e plug-in hybrid comes with a turbo
2.0 with 248 HP engine. There are also 2.0 and
3.0 litre diesel engines. One of those options is a
3.0-litre straight-six with 395 BHP and 561 1b-ft of
torque. It's enough to make many sportscar
owner's eyes water. All these can be had in RWD
or AWD.,

WHAT DOES BANGLADESH GET?

What Bangladesh gets initially are the 2.0 petrol
and diesel variants. The 530i petrol pumps out
about 248 HP and 258 Ib-ft of torque. The 2.0
litre 520d (yeah, we're not sure what is up with
the naming either) offers 188 HP and a whopping
296 Ib-ft of torque. Both make for very important
models here where tax is paid on how big your
engine is. We tested the petrol model and 0-100
km/h comes in about 6 seconds for most of our
runs. Top speed is electronically limited to 250
km/h.

HOW TECHY?

Some might call it the mini 7-series as a lot of the
tech is borrowed from the flagship. It is loaded to
the gills, or grilles to be accurate. This is the first
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Collecting racecars

hands of Shekhar Mehta during the 21st East

African Safari Rally in 1973.

Such glorious rolling history can be yours in

various scales but nothing beats 1:43 for

variety. Prices also average 2000tk so getting

your favourite cars form history wouldn't
be too difficult. The 240z here feature is

Decals or not? Some people love race car
decals, others want clean road going cars. |
preferred single colors - often having
removed many a livery in favour of a
stripped down race car. How 1
wish I hadn't ruined a few cars
like that when I was a kid.
The race cars give the regu-
lar cars a heritage that
leads them to cult status.
While the 240z was a
clean, no frills, superb
handling Japanese
sportscar, it did not
become the
superstar it is

now. It became a
legend following
race wins. The

No. 11 240z won
first place in the
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time the 5-series is fitted with active fins in its
kidney grilles. They close during cruising speeds to
improve aerodynamics. The latest iDrive system
features gesture control previously seen on the
bigger 7.

HOW ABOUT THE ASSISTANCE?

That 3D view for parking and slow manoeuvring

\

is fantastic, providing instant visual feedback on a
stray dog ready to step out of an unseen, unused
drain behind a discarded cardboard box. Yep, that
is the typical parking situation here.

DOES IT PAMPER?

There is a lot of lovely, shiny piano wood and a
big touchscreen. So keep a few tissues handy to

a Kyosho model and it is available on
eBay for an average of $25. Prices are
appreciating.

Words & photo:
Ehsanur Raza Ronny

Jaguar, makers of fine British motor cars and
frequently compared to grandfather clocks for
its "nostalgic” themed designs all throughout
the 80s, 90s and early 2000s, has recently
become one of the coolest brands anywhere in
the world thanks to a fresh, forward thinking
design language. A lot of the credit goes to lan
Callum, Director of Design at Jaguar-Land
Rover, whose relentless pursuit of ridding the
brand of its Victorian era British-ness has given
us cars like the sublime X]J, XF and XE.

They're taking yet another bold step forward
with the XF Sportbrake, a rakish wagon that
incorporates Jaguar's current design cues into a
perfect blend of subtlety and presence. The
taillights are a slight mimicry of the F-type's
gorgeous red bits, and they work so well with
the wagon shape that you'd be hard pressed to
find a prettier backside to load groceries on to.
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wipe away those fingerprints. The seats are superb
as we found out from sitting in tratfic. The power
front seats have excellent lateral bolsters that will
surely accommodate the any person of any size.
Space is not an issue here. Throughout the drive it
felt like the car was literally a smaller version of
the 7-series, albeit more compact. The trunk is

= v:" T
Til Hi-naw B D enes J

AL

massive with 530 litres of space.

The 5-Series is getting closer and closer to the
bigger 7-series with its heft and cosseting interior.
As expected, the ride is supple and pliant, which is
a great thing considering how creatively our roads
are surfaced taking cues from Picasso's cubism
period. That is not to say it is a slushmobile. Far
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Jaguar XF Sportbrake

well,

Live Inside the Fragrance

For queries &
suggestions, call
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But would you use this as a grocery run car?
Well, Jag's PR machine is billing the Sportbrake
as a suitable companion to people with active
lifestyles. That basically means it's a wagon for
Wall Street/Canary Wharf investment bankers
who like to head to the country clubs on the
weekends for a spot of golf and heated argu-
ments about how de-regulating financial institu-
tions is a necessity. A snazzy looking car that's
more of a lifestyle statement than anything else,
really.

[t'll move too, if you want it - the range
topper comes with a 300 HP turbo-diesel V6,
with eight speed automatics and a choice
between RWD and AWD. There's also a whole
range of sensible diesel and petrol versions as

We got the XF in Bangladesh - will we get the
Sportrbrake? Probably not.
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from it. The stock suspension comes with fixed
rate dampers or you can opt for the much cooler
sounding Variable Damper Control, which adjusts
automatically to changing road conditions. Based
on your driving inputs and the road conditions it
will either stiffen or soften to provide the opti-
mum ride characteristics. Let's just suffice to say
that grip is an eye opener for such a big car. Even
our S Drive version took triple digit, rolling cor-
ners without much of a chirp from the tires.
HOW DOES IT DRIVE?

It is nowhere near to a track car and it shouldn't be.
You are also in Bangladesh so a track isn't even in the
question. But this new 5 Series wants to return to the
days when it was THE fast saloon. The 530i nearly
makes it. It is not big on the initial drama, but how it
builds up speed after the first couple of seconds is
remarkable. The 8-speed gearbox almost never hesi-
tates. It happily selects the optimum gear based on
how urgently you make a request via the accelerator.
All that torque is available just beyond 1450 RPM.
Which means this is all there for the taking while you
are gently puttering along. While cruising at 40 km/h,
drop the hammer and the big car just lunges forward.
If this is fun, imagine how delicious that quad turbo
diesel will be.

VERDICT:

There is a lot going on with this new 5-Series. It
may look like a 7-series, but it doesn't drive like
one. That was the case with the previous F10 5-er.
It does what the original 5-series from the 70s and
80s was famous for: carrying people quickly, com-
fortably while looking like a superhero. Is it the
rebirth of the ultimate driving machine? Quite
possibly.

Further queries? Mail the reviewer to
ronyraza@gmail.com. Check our site tomorrow for
the extended review.

Words: Ehsanur Raza Ronny
Photos: Rahin Sadman Islam
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2.0 petrol TwinPower turbo-
charged 4-cylinder, 248hp, 258
|b-ft torque. 8-speed Steptronic
transmission.

17 inch alloy wheels.

BMW i-Drive infotainment sys-
tem. Rear view camera.

Tyre pressure monitoring. 4-zone
automatic climate control air-
conditioning. Ambient lighting.
Power leather seats with mem-
ory and adjustment. LED head-
lights. 12 volt power sockets.
Active protection.

Options: M-sport optional
extras including bodykit, steer-
ing, seats, alloy wheels and
badging. Luxury Line with alloys,
chrome and adaptive LED head-
lights. BMW Display Key. BMW i-
Drive with gesture control.
Multiple interior leather/wood
grades and colours. Multiple
exterior colours.

Price: Starting from 1.38 crore
Taka for 530i without optional
extras.

For details on available options
and pricing, contact Executive
Motors Lid.
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