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Qatar's migrant workers
on Gulf crisis frontline

AFP, Doha

Ajit, an Indian electrician, is just seven
months into his new job but right now
he is a worried man, like many other
members of the huge migrant
workforce in Qatar.

He frets not only about his job, his
future in the country but also the price
of food.

“If this continues, there will be
problems for people like us, the work-
ers. The price of food will go up and
there will be no jobs," he told AFP.

He was referring to the diplomatic
crisis in the Gulf that has seen Qatar
isolated after regional giant Saudi
Arabia and several allied countries cut
all ties to Doha.

Ajit earns 1,000 riyals a month
($275, 240 euros), of which he sends
600 home to his family.

He worries he won't be able to do

that for much longer.

"In some supermarkets, the price of
tomatoes and

rice,

increased," he said.

is double that."

Ajit has come up with a solution to
cope with the ri:-}ing food prices in

onions
"Where
spending one riyal on each item, now it

has
[ was

Doha -
day.

The 31-year-old is typical of the
nervous migrant workforce.

As the crisis imploded, discussion
has largely focused on the political and
security aspects of the row between
some of the globe's richest countries in
one of the world's most volatile
regions.

But outside the corridors of power, it
is Qatar's foreign workforce - totalling
more than two million, mostly from
south Asia -- who are on the frontline
when it comes to the immediate
impact of the crisis.

While Qatar's Western expats are
likely to ride out the economic impact,
there is no such luxury for Ajit and his
colleagues.

The rising price of staple foods is just
one of their fears.

Concerns are also growing about
job security and the lack of much-
needed overtime as economic uncer-
tainty grows, due to what Doha has
labelled the "blockade” imposed by
neighbouring countries.

I have heard people saying there
will be no more jobs in Qatar,” added
:ﬂ‘sjit.

- cut down to just one meal a

A short distance away stood Anil, a
32-year-old scaffolder from
Bangladesh, in blue overalls and a
purple face-cover to shield from the
fierce summer sun.

He was resting after a morning of
labour in heat of 48 degrees Celsius
(118 Fahrenheit) in the rundown Doha
suburb of Mshereib that is being trans-
formed into a gleaming cafe, hotel and
business area ready for the 2022 foot-
ball World Cup.

"Everybody is talking about this
problem (the crisis),” said Anil, 32.
"Some people are saying they may send
us home."

In just one week since Qatar was cut
off, Anil said the price of the apples he
buys has more than doubled, from
seven to 18 riyals per kilo (two
pounds).

"I've heard Qatar is supporting

terrorists and that's why they've been
blockaded," said Abdulbariq, 38, an
electrician.

The Bangladeshi uses the money he
earns -- 820 riyals a month -- to send his

two daughters to school in India.
"This will affect them," he fears.

The Gulf crisis could not have hit the

workforce at a worse time.
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AFP/FILE
The photo taken in October 2013 shows migrant labourers having a lunch break on a construction site in Doha.

UK retail
sales fall
In May

AFP, London

"Increased retail
prices across all sectors
seem to be a significant
factor in slowing
orowth" during May,
ONS senior statistician
Ole Black said in
Thursday's release.

Official data earlier
this week showed that
British inflation surged
in May close to a four-
year high at 2.9 per-
cent, as a Brexit-fuelled
slump in the pound
pushed up import
COSLS.

And with wages
growth failing to
match the rises in
inflation, consumers
are limiting how much
they spend in stores
and online.

The ONS on
Thursday added that
retail sales rose 0.9
percent in May com-
pared with the same
month in 2016.

"We have not seen
lower growth on the
year since April 2013,"
said Black.

British retail sales fell
by more than expected
In May as consumers
were hit in the pocket
by high inflation,
official data showed on
Thursday.

Sales by volume
dropped by 1.2 percent
last month after jump-
ing by an upwardly-
revised 2.5 percent in
April, the Office for
National Statistics said
In a statement.

Analysts' consensus
forecast had been for a
fall of 0.8 percent in
May after warm
weather had boosted
sales the previous
month.
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Aminur Rashid, chairman of Edison Group, launches the company's new smartphone
Helio S10 at Guishan in Dhaka on Wednesday. Helio $10 is the first Smartphone from
Helio brand with android Nougat.
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India's poultry producers
cash in on feed cost slump,

REUTERS, Mumbai

India's poultry producers are posting
record profits as feed costs have dropped
to a five-year low and on rising chicken
demand after cattle slaughtering restric-
tions were enacted in the majority Hindu

Poultry company profits should con-
tinue to rise as raw material costs are set to
remain depressed and demand rises due to
the political fight over cattle slaughtering in
India, home to the world's biggest popula-
tion of Hindus, who hold cows to be sacred,
plays outin the courts.

On May 31, the Madras High Court in the
southern state of Tamil Nadu overturned a
government ban on cattle trading for
an industry dominated by
Muslims, but the case is set to go before the
Supreme Court.

The cattle restrictions have been good for
poultry producers as average broiler chicken
prices in Mumbai have jumped 47 percent
so far in 2017 to 100 rupees ($1.55) a kg,
while corn and soymeal prices, the main
chicken feed ingredients, have fallen 7 per-
cent and 2 percent respectively.

"For the first time, broiler prices sus-
tained above 100 rupees (per kg) for a fort-

beet slaughter curbs

night," said Uddhav Ahire, the chairman of
leading poultry firm Anand Agro Group
based in the western city of Pune. "The aver-
age margin of integrated poultry firms was
more than 30 rupees.”

Usually soymeal and corn rise during the
summer as supplies drop, but this year
bumper harvests and sluggish exports have
kept prices in check, Ahire said.

Feed typically makes up two-thirds of
poultry production costs. Back-to-back
droughts that crimped grain output in India
in 2014 and 2015 pressured the poultry
farmers but that has changed.

Shares of Venky's Ltd, India's biggest
poultry producer, shot to a record high on
Thursday after the company reported net
profit more than doubled during the quar-
ter that ended in March and full-year profit
was a record 1.25 billion rupees.

Poultry profits may be even higher in the
June quarter on the rising average chicken
prices, said Prasanna Pedgaonkar, general
manager at Venky's, which is also the owner
of Blackburn Rovers Football Club in
Britain.

Venky's profit during the next fiscal year
could rise by 32 percent to 1.652 billion
rupees, estimates Shalini Gupta, an analyst
with Quantum Securities.
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