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PADMA RAIL LINK
Govt working
to sign a loan
deal with China

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eprz LABOUR ACT

Draft to be placed
in House soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The process of signing a loan agree-
ment with China to implement the
Padma Bridge Rail Link Project is
underway, Railways Minister
Mazibul Hoque told the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

In reply to lawmakers' queries,
he said work on the physical infra-
structure of the project would begin
once the deal was inked.

In a scripted reply, Mazibul also
said the government took up the
project to construct the rail tracks
from Dhaka to Jessore via Padma
Bridge-Bhanga of Faridpur.

A memorandum of understand-
ing (Moll) was signed with China
Railway Group Ltd on January 28
in 2015 to execute the G-to-G pro-
ject to be financed by the Chinese
government, he told the House.

The minister said contract nego-
tiation was completed on
December 17, 2015.

The land acquisition proces:
two districts was already com-
pleted, while the process of land
acquisition was going on in four
other districts, he added.

In reply to another query, the
minister told parliament that a
total of 3,752 acres of land of
Bangladesh Railway was under ille-
gal occupation.

"Bangladesh Railway has recov-
ered its 169 acres of grabbed land
between July 2016 and May 2017,”
he mentioned in a scripted answer.

Removing illegal structures on
the grabbed land is a continuous
process, and the railways ministry
is conducting regular drive to
recover the land, he added.

Answering to another query, he
said 10,843 acres of railway’s land
remain unused at present.

He added that the railways min-
istry planned to build modern hos-
pitals, medical colleges, five-star
hotel-slash-commercial buildings,
multi-storey shopping mall-slash-
guesthouses on its unused land.

“Steps are being taken to con-
struct such structures under a pub-
lic-private partnership,” he added.

The minister also said initiatives
were on to build a five-star hotel
on Zakir Hossain Road in
Chittagong, a medical college and a
nursing institute, Chittagong
Railway Hospital and shopping
complex-slash-guesthouses in
Chittagong and Khulna on rail-
way's unused land

Plastic reefs
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the Mediterranean Sea that they
hope will help to protect the under-
water environment from further
destruction.

Researchers hope that synthetic
coralline algae reefs will offer pro-
tection against ocean acidification,
as well as providing a framework for
natural reefs to grow on

They have only been in place for
a month, but there are already posi-
tive signs that the project is work-
ing.

Dr Federica Ragazzola, a marine
biologist at the University of
Portsmouth, joined forces with an
Italian government sponsored
research and development agency for
the project

Coralline algae performs a simi-
lar ecological function to its more
widely publicised namesake, corals,
in the Mediterranean.

They form reefs from calcium
carbonate, the main chemical in
chalk and antacid tablets, which
provide shelter to a diverse range of
marine life.

But, like corals, they are also vul-
nerable to erosion from increasing
levels of acidity.

The Italian team created 90 man-
made mini reefs from a rubbery
material, called silicon elastomer,
which mimics the way natural
coralline algae moves.

Each artificial coral is just 10
centimetres (four inches) in diame-
ter and each of the fronds was 3D
printed separately before being
assemble

Clusters containing 20 of the syn-
thetic structures are now anchored
into clear resins.

Alocation in the Gulf of La
Spezia in north-west Italy, close to
existing coralline algae reefs, was
chosen for the experiment, accord-
ing to reports in New Scientist,

Speaking to the website, Dr
Ragazzola, from the university,
said: “Coralline algae are particu-
larly ecologically important in shal-
low, temperate regions.

“The material was chosen to

match the property of the algae
and, more importantly, is non toxic
to the marine i

in

Bangladesh will soon place the draft
law of the proposed Export-Processing
Zones (EPZ) Labour Act, 2016, to th
Parliament after a review in August to
bring the necessary amendment as per
the requirement of the ILO.

Bangladesh submitted this commit-
ment to the Conference Committee on
the Application of Standards at the
annual conference of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO), now in
progress in Geneva.

International communities,
especially, the EU and the US, have
been putting pressure on Bangladesh's
government over the last ﬁw years to
bring the necessary to the

and safer workplace for workers and to
uphold their rights to collective
bargaining, freedom of association and
their right to strike for realising their
legal demands.

Legislative amendments are ongo-
ing and the government is also engag-
ing with factory owners, businesses and
buying houses to ensure that they
follow good business practices and
recognise that responsible behaviour
by all stakeholders is a necessary factor
for progress in the the area of labour
rights.

The government further reiterated
its achieving full and productive
employment and decent work for all by
2030, in line with the 2030 Agenda for

EPZ laws for allowing full freedom of
association.

The EU has already sent letters to
the government twice, threatening the
suspension of the Generalised Scheme
of Preferences (GSP), that the country
has been enjoying under the EU's
‘Everything but Arms' scheme, if the
EPZ law is not amended as per the
special paragraph of the International
Labour Conference 0f 2016.

Ina document submitted to the ILO
on Tuesday, Bangladesh said that the
newly created Tripartite Technical
Committee (TTC) for amendment of
the Bangladesh Labour Act had already
held its first meeting, demonstrating
that work was being done to conform
to thesstandards of the ILO.

Both the Tripartite Consultative
Council (TCC) and the newly created

MG Tripartite Consultative
Committee (RMG TCC) would be
supported by the ILO, serving as their
secretariat, Bangladesh informed the
ILO at the Geneva meeting.

eme strategy

The speaker stated that Bangladesh
sought continued cooperation,
support and understanding from their
international friends and partners in
order to achieve these goals.

In the meeting, the worker mem-
bers recalled that, for the last five years,
Bangladesh had repeatedly appeared
before the Committee to explain why it
had failed to make any progress in
relation to ILO Conventions, in partic-
ular Convention No. 87 which deals
with freedom of association and
protection of labour rights.

Each year, the government had
made claims and excuses and
concluded with promises to do better
the following year.

These promises were left unfulfilled
and the situation worsened each
passing year, the worker members said.

The government had still made no
progress to implement the repeated
observations of the Committee of
Experts, the recommendations of the
2016 high-level tripartite mission to

A
with a timeline is to be developed and
shared with the Committee by the end
of August 2017. Access to further
funding should be facilitated and
recruitment of 169 labour inspectors
should be finalised by June 2018,
Bangladesh said.

Bangladesh also reaffirmed the
government's commitment to a better

desh and the conclusions of

the Conference Committee, the
worker members further observed.

The special paragraph that the

Committee had applied last year to

signal the serious concern with the

government's failures had had no effect
whatsoever, the worker member said.

Top Republican
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Illinois, an ardent supporter of left-wing
Senator Bernie Sanders. He later died of
his injuries, reports AFI

Sanders said he was "sickened” by
whathe calleda "despicableact”.

Congressman Steve Scalise, the
number three Republican in the House
of Representatives, was expected to
recover after beingshot n the hip.

Four others were wounded: a
congressional aide, a lobbyist and two
Capitol Police officers.

In a separate incident, at least four
people, including the suspected
gunman, were killed. The suspect, a
disgruntled employee of United Parcel
Service Inc, opened fire at a company
package sorting hub in San Francisco,
two local TV news stations reported.

After firing on co-workers, he turned a
gun on himselfwhen confronted by police,
according to NBC Bay Area and ABC 7. He
later died at an area hospital, they said,
citinglaw enforcement sources,

San Francisco police said the building
was secure but offered no immediate
information onvictims.

VIRGINIA SHOOTING

In an address to the nation, Trump
appealed for unity following the early
morning assault, which came amid high
political tension in the US capital aftera
vitriol-filled 2016 election.

Trump described Scalise as a "very
good friend,” a "patriot” and a "fighter”.

FBI agent Tim Slater told a news
conference that investigators were still
"exploringall angles” and that it was too
early to tell if the Republican lawmakers
were deliberately targeted.

He would also not confirm a report
by CBS that the gunman used a high
powered semi-automatic assault rifle.

According to his Facebook page,
Hodgkinson was a fervent supporter of
Sanders, the feisty i who

~
Steve Scalise

somebody on the field yelling ‘Run, he's

gotagun.”

Alexandria Police Chief Michael
Brown said his officers arrived at the
scene within three minutes, engaged the
suspect together with Capitol Police
officers, and took him into custody. He
later died from his wounds.

Trump praised the "heroic” acts of law
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Won't allow
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addressing an iftar party organised
by Dhaka city unit BNP at a city
convention centre.

The former PM said, "The Awami
League fears elections more than
anything else. They are thinking of
clinging to power by other means,
but they will not be allowed to do
so this time."

Khaleda also alleged that the AL
would try to hold a one-sided elec-
tion, keeping the BNP leaders out
of the polls by filing cases against
them.

One-sided election would not be
acceptable to anyone, she said, hop-
ing that this time election would be
inclusive.

"We want to participate in the
polls, but it has to be held prop-
erly. The election should be held
under an election-time assistive gov-
ernment,” the BNP chief said.

UNB adds: Khaleda said Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina would have
to join the next polls, quitting
power. "No election will be held
under Hasina. She [Hasina] will
take part in the polls, but not by
staying in power."

She advised the leaders and activ-
ists of Dhaka city BNP's two units
to make their organisation stronger
ahead of the national elections.

The BNP chief expressed deep
shock at the loss of lives in land-
slides in Rangamati, Bandarban,
Cox's Bazar and Chittagong.

Khaleda also said people were
enduring immense sufferings as
pmes of essentials continued to
regularly alongside the hike of
power and gas tariffs.

She also alleged that the ruling
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turn its focus to Edgbaston when the
‘Tigers set out for mission impossible at
3.30pm

It is not just that India are the
defending champions of the 'Champi-
ons', they also showed the Tigers a bit
of their ruthless skill by winning a
practice game at The Oval by a massive
240 runs. It was a game where
Bangladesh were bowled out for 84,
chasing India's 324.

Besides, Bangladesh have never
played a competitive game at
Edgbaston before. They played their
first practice match ahead of the
tournament against Pakistan and lost
despitescoringa huge 341.

India have won 26 of their 32 ODIs
against Bangladesh, who won five and
the other game produced a no-result. In
that context Bangladesh stand little
chance against a mighty India, who not
only boast of an imposing batting line-
up butalso avery good pace battery.

Before going into the semifinal
India captain Kohli said: “Everyone
wants to see an India-England final.”

It is quite logical for Kohli, the
number one batsman in the world, to
see his team in the final again:
England. But this is something 'every-
one' would not agree. After all,
Pakistan thumped England by eight
wickets yesterday in the first semifinal

And India's place in the final is also
not guaranteed. They might be licking
their lips looking at the Edgbaston
wicket, which the groundstaff were
mowing in a way as if it was having a
clean shave.

But they will be up against a team
desperate to shed the lightweights' tag.
India might have won 26 but two out
of Bangladesh's five wins came as
recently as 2015, a year in w}uch thy

Can Tigers halt India's

ners. But under Mashrafe it has
changed refreshingly. They played with
four pacers against New Zealand and
the variety in the attack also impressed
most. Mustafizur Rahman might not
have been effective with his cutters in
these conditions, but the young left-
arm pace bowler can still be a potent
weapon in the semifinal.

Appearing at the pre-match brief-
ing, the Tigers captain said that he was
not sure if the semifinal against India
is the biggest match ever for
Bangladesh. It is a riddle for anyone
but if one goes by his words there
might still be a bigger game in store
for the Tigers. Let's pray for a cracker
of a game under glorious sunshine
and hope that emotions do not tri-
umph over wisdom, which was the
case in the 2015 World Cup
quarterfinal in Australia and the 2016
‘World T20 group stage game against
the same team in India.

Tales of a lucky
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Visiting the house Wednesday after-
noon, this correspondent saw only
the ravaged remnants.

Like Nabi, Md Mohiuddin Ziad, a
class ten student, was also a victim of
the same disaster. He lost all of his
family members in the landslide in
Vedvedi Bazar area. According to his
parental uncle, Abdur Rashid, Ziad
now has no one to look after him. He
has been admitted at Rangamati Sadar
hospital with critical injures.

Similarly, when Subash Boshu
Chakma, a police personnel and
Jibon Mitro Chakma, a corporal of
Bangladesh Army, got married to two
sisters —Rupali Chakma, 30 and
Sonali Chakma, 32, respectively, they

party men were indulging in wide-
spread plundering of public money
in many ways instead of working
for people.

The BNP chief said the govern-
ment kept on repressing her party's
leaders and activists and making
them disappeared even in this
Ramadan.

She warned that the government
would not be able to hang on to
power by using law enforcers and
suppressing people.

Khaleda called upon the police
to serve people instead of working
for any party. *Ensure public secu-
rity, and stand by people. Take
action against offenders from the
ruling party. You'll be there fine in
the future as we've a plan to take
various programmes for your wel-
fare.”

theirhomq

The Tigers have been playing e
less cricket for the last couple of years
and the way they have adjusted to the
English conditions in this tournament
so far showed their ability to adapt to
alien conditions like other big teams.

The fantastic five of Bangladesh
cricket - skipper Mashrafe Bin Mortaza,
Shakib Al-Hasan, Tamim Igbal,
Mahmudullah Riyad and Mushfiqur
Rahim -- have already come to the party.
The young brigade of Soumya Sarkar,
Sabbir Rahman and Mosaddek Hossain
might not have expressed themselves
yet. And if Soumya times the ball well,
Sabbir gets his act together and
Mosaddek shows the maturity beyond
his age, the Tigers have every chance to
take the game to the Indians.

There was atime when Bangladesh's
bowing was heavily reliant on spin-

never ¢ ded not seeing their
families again. The recent landslide
unfortunately killed both of their
wives and children in the house they
built around five years ago at Jubo
Unnoyon Area at ward no-6 in
Rangamati.

Rupali was living with her eight year
old son Omio Chakma, a class three
student and Sonali with her daughters
Juimoni Chakma, 12, a class seven
studentand Jumjumi Chakma, 3

“I spoke to my wife on Monday
night and told her that I was coming,
My wife and daughters were eagerly
waiting for me. I was looking forward to
see them”, said Jibon, who broke down
in tears while talking to The Daily Star.

Subash, though, was so overcome
with grief, he could not speak after
hearing the death news of his wife
and daughter.
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the gunman despite gunshot
wounds during a very, very brutal
ssault,” he said.

Senator Rand Paul, also at the
practice, said he believed the rapid
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intervention narrowly a
bloodbath.

"It would have been a massacre. And
having no self-defence, the field was
basicallyakillingfield,” Paul told reporters,

Scalise's office said the 51-year-old
was in stable condition at a Washington
hospital after being shot in the hip.

Scalise, a representative from the
southern state of Louisiana elected to
Congress in 2008, heads the conserva-
tive House caucus known as the

battled Hillary Clinton for the Democratic
presidential nomination lastyear.

Hodgkinson's social media posts
displayed strong anti-Trump sentiment.

"Iknow he wasn't happy with the way
things were going, the election results
and stuff,” his brother, Michael
Hodgkinson, told The New York Times.
But he said news of the shooting came
"totally out of the blue."

Sanders swiftly responded to reports
that the suspect had volunteered on his
presidential campaign.

“I am sickened by this despicable

ct," hesaid.

"Let me be as clear as I can be.
Violence of any kind is unacceptable in
our society and I condemn this action in
thesstrongest possible terms.”

The shooting took place around
7:00am (1100 GMT) as the Republican
team practised for the charity game, a
well-loved showdown between Senate
and House members of both the
Republican and Democratic camps.

The artificial reefs will now be
monitored to establish if they can
play host to a variety of life similar
to the real thing.

C Rodney Davis told
CNN he was up at bat at the time, and
Scalise was in the field at second base.

"I was batting, we heard a loud
noise.... The next thing I remember was

can Study Committ
The staunch conservative is among
the lawmakers leading the drive to
repeal former president Barack Obama's
signature health care law, among other
Tp Republigan priorities.
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She sat quietly in a corner on the rain-
soaked earth. Tears were streaming
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Pmeumntnl o Main T&C Spares (Cortrol CardModules) for DCS (Distibuted Control System) and
C Haripur 412 MW Combined Cycle Power Plant.

down her eyes like raindrops

“My son worked so hard for the
betterment of the family. He went abroad
to support us. He also took other family
membersto Muscat,” shesaid.

“He had to return soon but he stayed
backtosupport me. Hewas loved byall. My
son is gone forever...,” the mother could
notfinish hersentence.

Briel i
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Mohammad Noore Alam Siddiki

28| Designation of Offcial Inviting Tender

Executive Engincer (Procurement)

Nazrul's brothy law Md Yusufalso
built a house at a nearby hill slope some
12 years back. “Isettled here as I could not
find any work in my village. Nazrul
helped me to fnd workand all of us lived
hereasafamily.

“But we are living in uncertainty
now,” said Yusuf.

At least 26 people of five families have
died in different areas of the two nearby
unions - Rajanagarand Islampur - due to the
recentlandslides caused by incessant rain.

29| Address of Offcial Invitng the Tender

Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1217, Bangladesh,

30| Contact detals of Official Inviting the Tender

Corporate office, EGCB Lid., Unique Heights (Level-15 & 16), 117, Kazi Nazrul Isiam Averue,

“Tel: 880-2-55138633-36, Ext- 1114, Fax. 880-2-55138637, E-mail
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o
m\:ﬂ”/
Mohammad Noore Alam Sfddiki

Executive Engineer (Procurement)
Corporate Office, EGCB Ltd




