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Govt to halve
road accident
casualties

by 2020

Quader tells parliament
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is commit-
ted to cutting the number
of deaths and injuries in
road accidents by 50 per-
cent by the year 2020, Road
Transport and Bridges
Minister Obaidul Quader
told parliament yesterday.

In reply to lawmakers'
queries, he said Bangladesh
made the commitment as a
signatory to the UN's
Sustainable Development
Goals 2030.

“The government has
been implementing various
projects and programmes
considering 3Es (engineer-
ing, education and enforce-
ment) aimed at reducing
road accidents,” he said.

Quader said because of
his ministry's initiatives,
deaths in road accidents
were falling gradually, but
he did not give any com-
parative figures.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

7 projects win UN's
info society award

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven projects of the country have won the "World Summit on
the Information Society (WSIS) Prizes 2017" for accelerating
socio-economic development through leveraging the power
of information and communication technology (ICT).

Among the projects, "DAISY-Standard Accessible Reading
Materials for Students with Visual and Print Disabilities” of
the Access to Information (a2i) programme received the prize
as winner in one category, while the six others won it as
runners-up in different categories, said a press release.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) of
the United Nations presented the prizes through a cere-
mony in Geneva, Switzerland on Tuesday as part of the
annual WSIS Forum 2017, being held from June 12 to June
16, said therelease.

Of the runners-ups, three projects are from the a2i
programme of the Prime Minister's Office, two from
Bangladesh NGOs Network for Radio and Communication
(BNNRC), and one from the Bangladesh Institute of ICT in
Development (BIID)

The runners-up projects are "Social Media in Public Service
Innovation Initiative", "Nothi: Less Paper Office", and "Rural
Entrepreneurship Model for Telemedicine Services” of the a2i
programme; "English Language through Community Radio
in Rural Bangladesh” and "Online Community Broadcasting
Library Access to Information and Knowledge in Bangladesh”
of BNNRC, and eKrishok of BIID.

According to the release, ITU made a list of 90 champions
out of 345 projects in 18 categories following an online
voting. Of them, 18 were named as winners and 72 as
runners-up.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasma greets newly elected Labour Party members in House of cnmmons Tulip Rizwana Siddiq and
Rushanara Ali with bouquets when the two British MPs called on her at a hotel in London yesterday. The premier took a
stopover in London on her way to Sweden. Tulip's mother Sheikh Rehana, also sister of the premier, was also present.
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Int'l community expresses solidarity
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Ambassador to Banglad

Mayaudon in a statement yesterday said, “If

requested, the European U

astatement yesterday.

Charge d'Affairs of US Embassy Joel
Reifman in a statement yesterday expressed
heartfelt sympathy to the families of victims.

esh Pierre

nion  stands

ready to provide support to alleviate the
impact of this severe natural disaster.”

The EU ambassador expressed his heart-
felt sorrow and solidarity for the loss of lives
and property caused by landslides. He also
expressed his sympathy for those who have
died while conducting rescue operations.

High Commissioner of Canada to
Bangladesh, Benoit-Pierre Laramée is
saddened to learn about the landslides.

“We grieve with the families and friends
of those who have lost loved ones, and wish
all those injured a speedy and full recovery.
Our thoughts are for all affected,” he said in

“Your suffering affects us deeply. We also
applaud the heroic bravery of the rescuers,
those injured and those who in several cases
paid the ultimate price to aid their fellow
Bangladeshis,” he said.

British High Commissioner Alison Blake
tweeted: “Condolences to the families for the
precious lives lost in the #landslides in
#Chittagong Districts. Our thoughts &
prayers for all affected.” “Our thoughts are
with those who lost their loved ones after the
awful disaster in #Chittagong, #Rangamati &
#Bandarban,” said Danish Ambassador
Mikael Hemniti Wintherin his tweet.

IUB 10th
globally in
University
Rover Challenge
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Don't harm country's image

PM urges expats in UK; mourns deaths
in Ctg landslides, London fire

UNB, London

Describing Bangladesh as a role model for
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

The team of Independent
tin:

(IUB) secured the first
position among all
Bangladeshi participat-
ing universities in
University Rover
Challenge (URC).

It also became second in
Asia and 10th globally in
the competition held in
southern Utah in the US,
said a press release.

URC challenges student
teams to design and build
the next generation of
Mars rovers that will one
day work alongside astro-
nauts exploring the Red
Planet. It featured an elite
field of teams vying to
build the world's best
student-designed Mars
rovers.

A record 82 teams from
13 countries participated
in the competition this
year. Thirty six teams were
invited to the field compe-
tition.

The team from the
Missouri University of
Science and Technology
became the first team
from the US to win the
URC.

S AT (STSTOTS IGE R Doa mahfil
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
A i STAT CORRESPONDINT
BDBL b, AETE T, TRt A doa mahfil of
T a6 fostBmrs Quamrunnessa Hossain,
wife of late AA Mostaq
o e Hossain of Mian Bari,
oy | e @ fo-aa T ¢ AT ETETATS TIF 73, (T S, br, TEE® afSfrs, o1l | thie Bam"::]il beDh(e)kl]_la;
T e SR gv(())(r)n;:umly Centre at
08| | WA SUgee WS AN | AT (OISAIAD I [ANDG-aF GRS, WA @ | | Qﬁammnnesga SaEE
w8 (:a)a HAU:;AIHN s Frew e RRES T | | heart attack on June 5 at the
- ageof 76.
o8| | VR e owﬁaM 5 effeSars ffemr-a7 e @@ wmte (Open Tendering Her family has requested
Metrad all to attend the doa mahfil
ot [ v Rea R EGHIROSH _ and pray for her departed
ov| | VRIS Qel (%) @ FE TTeT ¢ () @A WowSL IR () IO ST @ sal
TS I T WSS AT TS | .
oq| | wEE gm TP PRAGHI AGAE AT (CTSTAD JTCE 71847 S Tl S | 3
oo | et careree Seminar on
ob | | e et 2ffefb 79 3,000.00 (4% ZETH) B T (FCESTAT) |
Soi | (e Bifeefd wfv Afe | FMeAT (Ereme ieE F3-97 FIFA ¢0,000.00 (AT TTER) budget held
Bt T fOf, (-G (GRTSTATY) & T QW |
31| e GOY el | e aws e (cien-s), aen corenems e s, s | | AL SUB
effebtem w1 o AR, b, FrEeF @fefTs, v | CITY DESK
531 | vera Ffete feaam Ot | Se-ob-2034 ST T 03-09-2034 e et GerEAN, SR | |
& e /o e fifeee fram wat zwa Aty State University of
SO | TR AR A O € | 00-09-2059 IR, A G ©.00 B T4 HANA ICH (TS TA | Bangladesh organised a
il =
seminar on national budget
38| | VM@ (A SifRd € 09-04-3034 S, 7 F#AT ©.90 T | of 2017-18 fiscal year in the
Se| | e AfRbEE T CRE AT PO (T Sl 1 2 | university's at
Soi | favem et W) e S & S AR 1S T ’ 5
) ol arer e <1 ORI ez K:;;l:;;san Scholars Inn
() "R g O 1 oo o | | ¥° m{Z Minister for
R G e W i fere e e @ cew [ | State Alinister
RANEAE S Finance and Planning MA
(%) vEeEE M g GE MReT, Butan ifees, o | | Mannan was the chief guest
D & oo TS S Wik e 20: at the seminar where Dr AM
() wETS! efSHTETR WieeTy e & SR wewe wgors <¢e | | Shamim, president of BoT,
s T s T and Dr Biru Paksha Paul,
(5) GMAT A AREAFS @ TFES, ADRews, waew wowem | | former chief economist of
/e wiferfe s 2 e ffwEff Wi aweme 7 | | Bangladesh Bank, were
U T, R presentas special guests.
(%) AT PR et (AT RS e (T SR R oAt Among others, acting
PR R S S N T | vice chancellor of the uni-
‘2fs s T oI versity, trustees and distin-
Cof T T guished guests attended the
fafe-sav0 GRS BECECr event.

yesterday urged the Bangladeshi expatriates
living in the UK not to do anything that
might tarnish the country's image.

"Bangladesh'’s progress in all sectors is just
like magic to many foreign leaders, but it's
not magxc to us. It's our sincerity to serve
people. So you shouldn't do anything that
goes against the nation's image, " she said.

The prime minister, now in London on
her way to Sweden on a three-day official
visit, was addressing the Bangladesh
community at Stroke Park.

She said once Bangladesh was known as a
land of beggars, natural disasters. "We have

am,said et Office.

income country by 2021, and a developed
oneby 2041, she said.

Referring to recent landslides in
Chittagong and a fire in London, the prime
minister expressed her deep sorrow at the
loss of lives in the incidents.

Turning to cricket, she congratulated
Bangladesh national team for going into the
semi-finals of the ICC Champions Trophy.

Shealso thanked the Bangladesh commu-
nity in the UK for their support to secure the
victory of three Bangladesh origin British
women in the recent British parliamentary
snap polls.

Earlier, newly elected Labour Party mem-
bers in House of Commons Tulip Rizwana
Siddiq and Rushanara Ali made a courtesy
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Prof Nazmul

Ahsan joins as
BRUR VC

BSS, Rangour

Newly
appointed
Vice-
chancellor
of Begum
Rokeya
University,
Rangpur (BRUR) Prof Dr
Nazmul Ahsan Kalimullah
joined his new office yester-
day.

"Necessary steps would
be taken to turn BRUR into a
modern and time-befitting
university and place of
excellence for higher educa-
tion, research and all other

overcome thatsituation.” call on Sheikh Hasina ather hotel suite. related subjects,” he said
Bangladesh will become a middle- after taking charge
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