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Thousands at risk =

of landslide

They live dangerously on slopes of hills
in CHT, Ctg and Cox's Bazar

PRANABESH CHAKRABORTY in Ctg and
PORIMOL PALMA in Dhaka

Thousands of people living on the
slopes of hills in Chittagong,
Chittagong Hill Tracts and Cox's Bazar
are exposed to landslides in the rainy
season due to cutting of hills and
unauthorised use of public land.

Many cut hills and trees to build
their houses while others rent shanties
built on hilly land grabbed by influen-
tial people. The trend could not be
stopped despite repeated landslides
that claimed scores of lives in the
districts over the years.

Yesterday's landslides in
Chittagor and

occupied land.

The Hill Management Committee,
after the landslides of 2007, proposed
permanent rehabilitation of the hill
dwellers, afforestation and building
retaining walls on hills vulnerable to
landslides.

Locals, however, said for many years
all that the Chittagong district admin-
istration did was ask people to leave the
hills via megaphones and evict them
during the monsoon.

Amena Begum, a resident of Batali
Hill area, said before cyclone Mora she
left her house along with her five-year-
old son after the city corporation
s disconnected her utility

after Monday night's downpour were
history repeating itself.

Environmental had feared of
such landslides, like that of 2007 when
117 were killed in Chittagong city.

In Chittagong city, over 50,000
people of low-income group live on
the slopes of 30 hills.

Abdul Jalil, additional deputy
commissioner (Revenue) of
Chittagong, said they conduct inion
drives, and that the city authorities t
should do the same to recover l]lkgﬂ“y

services.

She returned the next day.

“My husband is an addict. He does
not take care of us. I have no choice but
to return to my home as it is not
possible for me to rent a house some-
where else,” said Amena, a house help

Md Al Amin, a resident of
Motijhorna area, said he has nowhere
elseto go.

"Our income is not enough to rent
a house outside this area ... If they
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Gramped houses on the slope and foot of a hill in Chittagong's Motijhorna area create an unsafe living condition. Heavy
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rains during the monsoon frequently cause landslides and kill many. The photo was taken recently.
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Curious case
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have one vice-chairman, instead of
two.

A foreign shareholder-director,
Yousif Abdullah Al-Rajhi, has been
holding the other post of vice-
chairman much before Alam was
removed.

Through the appointment of
Shahabuddin, the board has in fact
backtracked from its earlier position
less than withina month.

Interestingly, Shahabuddin seems
to know nothing about JMC Builders
though he is representing the com-
pany.

“I'am not related with any builders
company,” said the new director.

He said he learned that a decision
was taken to make him director of
Islami Bank but he did not get any
document in this regard.

“I heard about the company but 1
have no interest to know the details
about it,” hesaid.

JMC Builders registered with the
office of the Registrar of Joint Stock
Companies and Firms in 2011 and its
office is located in Khatunganj of
Chittagong. The company, however, is
not a member of the Real Estate and
Housing Association of Bangladesh
(REHAB), the industry lobbyist group.

Jamal Mustafa Chowdhury, Rokia
Yasmin and Mohammed Hashem
were involved with the company
during its inception, but details about
them were not available. Yasmin and
Hashem left the company recently,
according to the Registrar of Joint
Stock Companies and Firms.

Six more companies based in
Chittagong have representatives on
the board. They are: Paradise
International, Platinum Endeavors,
BLU International, ABC Ventures,

Grand Business, and Excel Dyeing &

Don't waste time
EU Brexit chief tells Britain

AFP, Brussels

Printing The six c together
hold 12 percent stake in the bank.

Meanwhile, foreign sponsor
Kuwait Finance House, which has 17
percent stake in the bank, has
expressed its interest to put its repre-
sentative on the board.

Currently, three foreign directors sit
on the board -- two from Al-Rajhi
company and one from the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB).

“We have decided to include one
more director from Kuwait Finance
House to balance the number of
foreign and local directors,” said
Arastoo.

Earlier on May 25, two independent
directors Syed Ahsanul Alam and
Abdul Mabud resigned from the board
as both of them were removed from
their executive posts after the AGM.
Mabud was chairman of the risk man-
agement committee of the bank.
SHARE TRANSACTION
On May 23, the IDB expressed its
intention to sell 86,939,960 shares or
5.4 percent of its total holdings of
120,788,585 shares.

Two days later, Excel Dyeing
announced that it bought 32,038,814
shares, which amounts to about 2
percent of the total shares of Islami
Bank.

Later, Excel Dyeing offloaded
96,60,000 shares in the stockmarket out
ofiits total holdings of 6,43,53,914.

Islami Bank's share price was down-
ward during the transaction. Its share
traded between Tk 31 and Tk 33 from
May 22 to May 28 when the shares
changed hands. The price is way lower
than the price of Tk 48 in January.
Yesterday, its share traded at Tk 30.70
in the stock market.

EU Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier has
warned London not to waste time, as
Brussels waits for embattled British
Prime Minister Theresa May to name
a date for talks.

In an interview with a group of
European newspapers, Barnier
lamented that it was already three
months since May had formally trig-
gered the two-year process of Britain
leaving the European Union.

"My preoccupation is that time is
passing, it is passing quicker than
anyone believes because the subjects
we have to deal with are extraordi-
narily complex... I can't negotiate
with myself," Barnier was quoted as
saying by the Financial Times.

"It will take us several months to
draw out the conditions of an orderly
withdrawal . .. so let's not waste
time," he said.

Formal negotiations between Barnier
and British Brexit minister David
Davis had been due to start next week
but that timetable has been thrown
into doubt by May's catastrophic loss
of a majority in last Thursday's elec-
tion,

She is now seeking an alliance with a
hardline unionist party in Northern
Ireland to cling on to power.

Barnier held "talks about talks” with
May's Brexit advisor Olly Robbins and
British EUl ambassador Tim Barrow in
Brussels on Monday but they failed to
agree on a date for the negotiations to
begin, an EU official said.

"I need a British delegation and a
head of delegation who are stable,
responsible and have a mandate,"
Barnier was quoted as saying by
French daily Le Monde.

A dark cloud on freedom of press
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How did the daily tarnish the image
of Habiganj-2 MP Abdul Majid
Khan?

Citing a report of a Dhaka-based
online newspaper that around 80
ruling Awami League MPs would not
get the party's nomination in the
next general elections, the Daily
Habiganj Samachar published a
report and mentioned the names of
the lawmakers, including Abdul
Majid, in the report.

Following the standard journalis-
tic practice of localising news if that
were possible, the newspaper
focused on local MP Abdul Majid.

According to the online newspa-
per, the AL chief is conducting a
survey to pick her party candidates
in the next election. Allegations of
various anomalies were raised
against many MPs in the reports of
different inteiligence agencies, said the
Habiganj Samachar report, adding
that some other national dailies also
ran similar reports recently.

However, the Daily Habiganj
Samachar also included some infor-
mation that underlined the good
deeds of Abdul Majid for his constit-
uency. The report said many locals
think the MP has been working for
the development of local people. His
contribution to various development
activities including construction of
roads, school and college is undeni-
able. Through the development works
Abdul Majid gained huge popularity.
He is known as a leader of the mass,
said the Habiganj Samachar report.

The additional paragraph of the
Habiganj Samachar report seems to
have questioned the inclusion of
Majid’s name in the list of 80 MPs

who might not get AL nomination in
the next election

But this did not seem right to the
ruling party man. On June 8, Afruz
Mia, president of Pukra union unit
Jubo League, lodged a case against
Mostofa, also president of Habiganj
press club and two others with
Baniachang Police Station for alleg-
edly running a false report on Abdul
Majid. Others accused in the case are
Rasel Chowdhury, acting editor of the
Daily Habiganj Samachar, and
Niharanjon Saha Niru, managing
editor of the daily. However, they were
notarrested by police.

According to section 57, if any
person deliberately publishes any
material in electronic form that
causes to deteriorate law and order,
prejudice the image of the State or
person or causes to hurt religious
belief, the offender will be punished
for maximum 14 years.

Legal experts have unequivocally
been saying that section 57 goes
against people's right to freedom of
expression and free speech. The sec-
tion contains vague wordings, allow-
ing its misuse against newsmen and
social media users.

The significant rise of the number
of cases under section 57 in recent
years also testifies abuse of the law.

As of May this year, more than
8,000 cases were filed under section
57 in four years after the punishment
had been toughened in 2013. The
number of cases was only 317 in the
first seven years since the Information
and Communication Technology Act
was made in 2006, according to police
headquarters statisti

The harsher punishment for defa-
mation in the ICT law than the Penal

Code has attracted litigants to use
this provision to silence the opposi-
tion, particularly journalists and
writers.

Under the Penal Code of 1860,
one may be punished with simple
imprisonment for a term which may
extend to two years, or with fine, or
with both for defamation. But one
may be punished up to 14 years to
imprisonment for defaming anybody
under the ICT Act.

Moreover, the government in 2011
limited the court's powers to directly
issue arrest warrant against journal-
ists, writers and others for writing or
saying anything defamatory. An
amendment to the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC) introduced a
provision for issuing summons against
them.

Some journalists were arrested in
the past by the police after the case
was filed under ICT Act. They were
released later on bails.

But the case of Habiganj daily
editor sets a bad instance. This may
have a chilling effect on the media
even in the innocuous act of pub-
lishing the result of a survey related
to elections, even though the survey
was done by the party itself.

It is because a newspaper editor
may be sued under the draconian
provision of ICT Act if the result goes
against a party or politician. This
instance is a dark cloud on freedom
of the press until the arbitrary use of
thelaw is stopped.

When the necessity of a law like
Section 57 in modern democratic
society is being debated, the least
people can expect is the application
of judicial mind and prudence in
enforcement of this law.

All 3 kids buried alive

FROM PAGE 1
But soon, as it dawned on the par-
ents that their little angels were no
more, they burst into wails of grief.
They ranted about how they could
have saved their children.

“Why didn't we just leave our
house when the rain didn't stop?”
Swapan'’s wife Sumi sobbed.

The family was living on a hill
slope at Lamujiri Para under Sadar
upazila of Bandarban.

Ten-year-old Setu was the eldest
child, and the other two were two-
and-a-half-year-old Lata and seven-
year-old Hridoy.

Without them, “how we will live
now,” the mother cried out.

Swapan, who grows crops on
others' land for a living, and his
family had been living in the area for
the last three years, said Sumon
Barua, a neighbour and one of those
who went to the rescue of the family
after the incident

“We were cleaning mud around
2:30am.... All of my children died
on the spot [as earth fell on them]. I
couldn't save them,” Swapan said.

Like his family, some 50 more
families have been living at risk on
hill slopes in the area, said Paimra
Marma, a ward member of Lamujiri,
at the place of the incident.

A huge number of mud and
thatched houses have been built by
cutting hills at Kalaghata, Lungi
Para, Sikdar Para and New Gulshan
in Bandarban, and on both sides of
the Chittagong-Bandarban road,
which are very risky in the rainy
season.

Neither the district administra-
tion nor Bandarban Hill District

Council has taken any measure
to rehabilitate the families vulnera-
ble to mudslides, local people
said.

Sufia Khatun has been living in
such a thatched house at Banorupa
para

She said her family could not
afford a better house and so they
were forced to live at risk. “No one
cares about our future.”

The district administration has so
far taken no visible step to prevent
people from building houses on hill
slopes. It has not even taken action
against the land grabbers who are
building houses by cutting hills,
according to sources in the district
administration

Dilip Kumar Banik, deputy com-
missioner of Bandarban, said people
living at the foot of the hills were
asked to leave the areas yesterday
and that Bandarban Disaster
Management Committee would
convene an emergency meeting
today to discuss the matter.

Around 60,000 people in the hill
district are vulnerable to landslides
during rains due to massive hill cut-
ting and building houses on hill
slopes, thanks to the negligence of
the authorities and their indiffer-
ence towards law enforcement,
according to sources.

Every year, landslides kill many
people in the district. In 2012, a
similar incident left at least 27
people killed in remote Faitong
area under Lama upazila, and in
2015, nine people including five
of a family were killed in remote
Lama upazila and Bandarban town
area.

Horror strikes hills
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The four army members died after
being struck by a landslide from an
adjacent hill while trying to clear a
road in Rangamati's Manikchhari
around 11:00am yesterday.

The landslide pushed 15 army men
down to around 30 feet, killing the
four instantly, witnesses said.

They are Major Md Mahfuzul
Haque, Captain Md Tanvir Salam
Shanto, Corporal Mohammad Azizul
Haque and Soldier Md Shaheen Alam.
Soldier Md Azizur Rahman remains
missing.

At least 10 more army men were
injured, five critically, in the
Rangamati incident, according to a
press statement by the ISPR.

"1 was standing a bit far as three
workers and 15 army personnel were
clearing the road. Suddenly a huge
chunk of soil fell down and buried
them instantly,” Md Abu Musa, a sub-
assistant engineer of Roads and
Highway, told this paper.

President Abdul Hamid and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina expressed their
deep condolence over the death so

Captain Tanvir

Major Mahfuzul

many people,
members.

General Abu Belal Muhammad
Shafiul Hug, chief of army staff, visited
the spot and inspected the rescue
operations. He expressed deep shock
atthe death of the army members.

Reaz Ahmed, of the disaster
management department, confirmed
107 deaths -- 75 in Rangamati, 26 in
Chittagongand sixin Bandarban.

However, around 10:30pm yester-
day, Rangamati deputy commissioner
put the district's death toll at 98.

In Rangamati, which is the most
affected district with over 6 lakh
population, most of the victims are
poor Bangalee and indigenous people

including the army

living on the hill slopes.

The victims include at least 39
womenand 22 children.

Between Sunday and Monday, the
district administration evacuated
some 700-800 people who were
deemed most vulnerable, said Md
Manzarul Mannan, the deputy
commissioner.

The district administration, fire
brigade and law enforcers are jointly
conducting the rescue operations since
yesterday morning, he said, adding
that those evacuated were getting food
and other necessary items.

As of midnight last night, most
areas in the district were experienc-
ing a power blackout for 36 hours
and its road communications
with the rest of the country were cut
off.

Mobile network also appeared to
have been seriously disrupte

Of the 26 deaths in Chittagong, at
least 22 people died in Rangunia
upazila alone while the rest in
Chandanaish.

Ten of the victims are children and
five are women.

In the district's Borbill of
Moghaichori, two families were buried
alive.

Six bodies were recovered from
under the mud, while two more
remain missing. “The landslide was so
huge that we had to use an excavator to
recover the bodies,” said local
Chairman Md Igbal.

Locals in some areas said many of
the houses were built by cutting hills.

The June 2007 landslides in the port
city claimed at least 127 lives.

In Bandarban, locals said the
district administration did not take
any step to evacuate people living
dangerously on hill slopes.

Contacted, DC Dilip Kumar Banik

“People living at the foot of the
hills have been asked today [yesterday]
to leave risky areas. Bandarban
Disaster Management Committee will
sit in an emergency meeting tomorrow
[today].”

[Our Chittagong office, Rangamati
correspondent Anvil Chakma and
correspondent Bandarban Sanjoy
Kumar Barua contributed to this
report.|

Eighth wonder of the world 'rediscovered'
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of the time, there was no record of their
latitude or longitude.

But the 2010 discovery of a geolo-
gist's long-lost diaries in a Swiss
collection has allowed researchers to
estimate their location, to within 35
metres.

"We have put in 2,500 hours of
research in the last 12 months,” one of

the team, Rex Bunn, told the Sunday
Star Times. “We're confident, to the
best of our ability, we have identified
the terrace locations. We're closer than
anyone has ever been in the last 130
years."

The diary was found by Dr Sascha
Nolden in the Hochstetter Collection,
based in the Swiss city of Basel. It
belonged to Dr Ferdinand von

Hochstetter, a respected geologist who
was employed by New Zealand's
government in 1859 to survey the
islands. He recorded the bearings of
the terraces.

But the 2,000 acre lake area was
never officially surveyed and the
landscape changed dramatically after
nearby Mount Tarawera erupted 27
years later.

After discovering the diary, the
researchers translated and interpreted
the works, using a variety of complex
geological methods. Publishing their
findings in the Journal of the Royal
Society of New Zealand, they wrote
that they believe the terraces were
covered by ash during the eruption and
lie at least 10 metres below the surface
ofthe ground next to the lake.



