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Bangladesh v New Zealand

Live from 3:30pm
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French Open
Quarterfinal

Live from 7:30pm

TEN3

West Indies v Afghanistan
1st ODI
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World Cup Qualifiers
Latvia v Portugal
Live from 12:45am (Saturday)
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World Cup Qualifiers

Sweden v France

Live from 12:45am (Saturday)

Two Sr Div clubs relegated

Allegations of match fixing proved irrevocably
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Dhaka United Sports
Club and Friends Social
Welfare Organisation

-
have both been

h—i
scrapped from the

Senior Division Football League and
relegated to the second division after it
was 'irrevocably proved' that the two
sides played a fixed match in the
recently concluded Saif Powertec
Senior Division Football League.

The two clubs have also been
imposed a monetary fine of Tk 50,000
each and the match between the two
sides has been scrapped as well. Three
players of Dhaka United SC were sus-
pended for different terms due to their
involvement in the match, which had
helped Friends Social Welfare
Organisation avoid relegation.

The Dhaka Metropolis Football
League Committee (DMFLC) dis-
closed the decisions at a press confer-
ence at their Bangabandhu National
Stadium office yesterday. The DMFLC
had formed a three-member probe

committee to look into the allegations
following a complaint lodged by
Badda Jagarani Sangsad.

Now, the standings of the 12-team
league will be finalised in another DMFLC
meeting and the already-relegated Badda
Jagarani may avoid demotion due to the
cancellation of Dhaka United SC and
Friends Social's points.

"The decisions were taken in light of
a recommendation from the probe
committee as well as opinions of mem-
bers of the league committee at the
league committee meeting on
Monday,” said DMFLC chairman
Harunur Rashid.

"There were whispers regarding the
match between Dhaka United and
Friends Social. So we had taken mea-
sures by sending members of the disci-
plinary committee and the league
committee to watch the match.
Besides, we have reports of the referees
and the match commissioner. So it was
irrevocably proved and identified that
the match between the two clubs was
fixed even though no player or club
official admitted to match fixing,”

Rashid said as he explained how they
reached the verdict.

Though the bylaws of the Senior
Division League does not have a clause
for scrapping any team for playing
fixed matches, it does mention that the
league committee can take any deci-
sion necessary if there is no clear expla-
nation of anything in the bylaws,
Therefore, the league committee took
the opportunity to relegate both
teams.

When asked why the clubs did not
face any harsher punishment such as
being suspended altogether, Rashid
said: “The general secretaries of neither
club admitted to the allegations, rather
they claimed the allegations were
brought against them to damage the
image of the clubs. But we have given
the highest punishment to the clubs.”

Rashid also informed that the
DMLFC will recommend the
Bangladesh Football Federation to
impose maximum punishment on
the players and clubs in line with the
BFF code of conduct and the
AFC/FIFA laws.

Premier League put off
by a month and a half

Abdus Salam Murshedy said, explaining the
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Qualifiers.

Six clubs including Sheikh Jamal DC,
Union
demanded they start the league after the Eid-
ul-Fitr vacation while the National Teams
Committee, too, sought some time to pre-
pare the Bangladesh U-23 team for AFC
campaign in Palestine. Now, the 10th edition
of league, which was supposed to get under-

Mohammedan SC, Brothers

way from June 12, will start from July 28.

“If we start the league from June 12, it will
be interrupted by the Eid break as well as the
preparation of UI-23 team, which is why the
clubs wanted an uninterrupted league.
Besides, the clubs have also injury problems
with some of their players,” PFLC chairman

Football
League Committee (PFLC)
once again bowed down to
the clubs' demands by defer-
the upcoming
Bangladesh Premier League by one-and-a-
half months citing the clubs' demands as
well as Bangladesh team's preparation for
next month's AFC 11-23 Championship

reasons behind the deferment.

players,” Murshedy added.

nament ontime.

timeframe.

Independence Cup remaining.

“The residential camp of the U-23 team
will start from July 7 and the clubs don't
want to play the league without their U-23

However, Federation Cup champions
Abahani, Chittagong Abahani, Rahmatganj
MFS and Saif Sporting Club protested the
move as they felt they are fully prepared to
take partin the pre-scheduled time.

The local game's governing body had,
last December, during its disclosure of four-
year calendar, declared that it would strictly
enforce the calendar by holding every tour-

Due to the frequent halt of the league and
unplanned preparations of the national
team, one season over the last nine years has
already disappeared from the calendar, and
the question rises as to whether the BFF can
complete the season within the stipulated

India and Maldives have already completed
their seasons while Bangladesh just completed
the Federation Cup, with the league and the

Halim attempts
third Guinness
record
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Abdul Halim, a double
record holder in the
Guinness Book of World
Records, made his third
attempt to set a new record
yesterday by cycling 13.74
kilometres with a football
balanced on his head.

Halim attempted the
'areatest distance covered
on a bicycle with a football
balanced on the head' as
per prescribed by Guinness
at the Sheikh Russell Roller
Skating Complex.

With each lap covering
151 metres, Halim covered
91 laps at a time of one
hour and 19 minutes before
losing his control over the
ball. Guinness set a target of
five kilometres for Halim
but the man from Magura
ended the feat after having
covered 8.74 kilometres
more than the target.

QUICK SINGLES

The following are a few
samples of stories that did
not make the print edition.
However, if they pique your
interest, you can always read
them online on The Daily Star
website by simply scanning
the QR codes listed below:

Cricketer Arafat Sunny
admits to second wife

cricketer is
embroiled in a
scandal after
revealing he had secretly
married a woman who filed a
case against him for posting
intimate photos of her on social
media -- even though he
already had a wife.

Darren wants ODIs to be more
liberal’ during rain de
Australia coach
Darren Lehmann
wants one-day
international
matches to continue as long as
conditions are safe, even if not

AFP, Paris

ideal, after back-to-back
washouts left his team's
Champions Trophy campaign in
complete disarray.

Argentina face Brazil as

Simona Halep reached her
second French Open final on
Thursday with a 6-4, 3-6, 6-3
win over Karolina Pliskova,

Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko celebrates a point against Switzerland's Timea
Bacsinszky during their French Open semifinal in Paris yesterday.

Simona,Jelena to
vie for first title

Pliskova ended the tie with 45 winners
and a staggering 55 unforced errors. In
contrast, Halep registered 14 in both
columns.
opponent. The 25-year-old broke for 2-1
and never looked back.

PHOTO: AFP

Halep settled faster than her

taking her to within touching distance of a
first Grand Slam title and the world num-
ber one spot.

Pliskova saved three set points but was
powerless on the fourth as Halep wrapped

Superclasico goes Down
Under

Argentina's i
Superclasico 3
showdown with — IIRFHSES

arch-rivals Brazil is set to pump
tens of millions of dollars into the
Australian economy when they
play in front of 100,000 fans.
Messi hails 'phenomenal’
Cristiano
Lionel Messi
hailed Cristiano
Ronaldo as

star helped Real Madrid to retain
the Champions League title,

Romanian third seed Halep, the runner-
up to Maria Sharapova in 2014, will face
unseeded Latvian 20-year-old Jelena
Ostapenko, who downed Timea Bacsinszky
7-6(7/4),3-6, 6-3, in Saturday's final.

The 2017 champion will be a first-time
major winner while wvictory will also
crown Halep as the new world number
one, replacing Angelique Kerber.

"It's an amazing feeling right now,"
said Halep after her fifth win in six meet-
ings against Pliskova, the world number
three. "It was extremely tough today as
Karolinais a very tough opponent.

“To be in the final again is great. | hope
to win this time. But I am facing a young
opponent, it will be a big challenge.”

up the opener after 45 minutes.

Halep only hit eight winners but
Pliskova's 24 unforced errors proved key
to the outcome. However, Pliskova rallied,
breaking for a 4-2 lead in the second and
levelling the contest at a set apiece.

[t was an impressive recovery in stifling
heat, but wasn't enough to encourage the
large number of fans who had abandoned
their seats to return.

Halep carved out a break for 3-1 in the
decider, an inch-perfect pass proving fair
reward for her stalwart defence. She was
hauled back in the seventh game but
Pliskova handed it back, allowing Halep
to serve for the match.

Halep sealed the deal when Pliskova
went long off a service return.

Andy, Rafa eye dream final

AFP, Paris

Andy Murray and Rafael
Nadal can edge closer to
an intriguing French
Open final rich in land-
mark moments on Friday after drasti-
cally contrasting campaigns in Paris.

World number one Murray was the
first British man in the Roland Garros
final since Bunny Austin in 1937 when
he finished runner-up to Novak
Djokovic last year.

Two more victories, however, start-
ing with his semifinal against 2015
winner Stan Wawrinka, would make
him the first Briton to lift the men's
trophy since Fred Perry 82 years ago.

Nadal, who tackles Dominic Thiem,
the conqueror of defending champion
Djokovic, is bidding to become the
first man to capture the same major on
10 occasions.

Murray arrived in France suffering
from a fever, the latest woe in a season
which has seen him endure an elbow
injury, flu and shingles.

"I came in playing garbage," admit-
ted the 30-vear-old of a Masters clay-
court swing which saw him exit in the
third round in Monte Carlo and
Madrid and lose his opener in Rome.

"If someone had offered me a semi-
final spot before the tournament, I
would have signed up for that."

His form in Paris has sent out mixed
messages.

He needed four sets to get past
Andrey Kuznetsov and Martin Klizan
in the first two rounds.

Then, in what was expected to be a
third-round ambush, he sailed past
Juan Martin del Potro in straight sets
and was similarly at ease against Karen
Khachanovin the last 16.

However, in the quarterfinals, he
dropped the first set against Kei
Nishikori before his greater stamina
proved decisive.

Nadal, meanwhile, 1s the hot
favourite to collect an unprecedented
10th French Open and 15th career
major.
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ANDY MURRAY (1) V STANISLAS WAWRINKA (3)
Head to Head (Overall) Played:17

10 7

Head to Head on Clay Played: 4

1 3

FRENCH OPEN 2017 STATS
18 Sets Played 15

3 Sets Lost {

33 ReturnGamesWon 26
24 Aces 30
174 Winners 166

10h

Hours on court

45m

13h
42m

The 31-year-old Spaniard, like
Wawrinka and Thiem, hasn't dropped
a set at the tournament.

He should also be the fresher having
spent just under eight hours on court
through five rounds.

Murray has needed the best part of
14 hours playing time while Wawrinka
has been in action for almost 11 hours
and Thiem just under 10.

Nadal has dropped just 22 games so
far, a figure aided by compatriot Pablo
Carreno Busta retiring through injury
in the second set of their quarterfinal.

Bjorn Borg surrendered just 32
games on his way to the 1978 title, but
Nadal insisted he has no interest in
such records.

"I don't know how many games I
lost this year, but 1 really don't care

=

SEMIFINAL H2H

Head to Head (Overall) Played:6

4 2

Head to Head on Clay Played: 6
4 2

FRENCH OPEN 2017 STATS
14 Sets Played 15

0 Sets Lost 0
33 29
12 35
118 181

O?h Hours on court Dgh
52m 40m

Return Games Won

Aces

Winners

about this. I only care that I am in the
semifinals, " said Nadal.

"My only goal is try to be ready to
play my best. The rest of these things,
we can always find behind the stones.”

Wawrinka, like Murray a three-time
major winner, has made his trademark
understated progress to a third succes-
sive Roland Garros semifinal.

The Swiss third seed, at 32, is the
oldest man to get to the last four since
Jimmy Connors backin 1985,

He trails Murray in head-to-head
meetings 10-7 and lost to the Briton in
four sets in the semifinals last year.

Wawrinka has lost 54 games -- iden-
tical to the figure at the same stage in
2015 when he became champion.

"In the semifinal last year, Andy was
really aggressive, " said Wawrinka.
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Notebook PC Canvertible PC Notebook PC
Powered by Intel® Core™ i7 processors.
Intel Inside®. Extraordinary Performance Outside.
HP ENVY 15-AS105TU HP Spectre X360 13-W007TU HP Spectre 13-V114TU

Notebook PC (vacoira)

* Intel® Core™ i7-7500U Processor
(2.7 GHz)

» Windows 10 Home

= 8GB DDR4, 1TTBHDD + 128GB SDD

= 15.6" Diagonal FHD IPS UWVA
BrightView WLED-backlit Display

Tk. 86,500

(Price without tax)
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HP Spectre X360 13-W007TU

Convertible PC izansapn)

* Intel® Core™ i7-7500U Processor
(2.7 GHz)

= Windows 10 Home

» 8GB DDR4, 2566GB S5D

= 13.3" Diagonal FHD UWVA BrightView
WLED-backlit Touch Screen

Tk. 119,500

(Price without tax)

Please visit www.hp.com/bd for
a list of our Authorized Retail Partners.

Notebook PC (vacoapn
* Intel® Core™ i7-7500U Processor
= Windows 10 Home

= 8GB DDR4, 512GB SSD
= 13.3" Diagonal FHD IPS UWVA

HP Spectre 13-V114TU

(2.7 GHz)

BrightView WLED-backlit Display

Tk. 149,900

(Price without tax)
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