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UK disappointed
over article by
Bangladesh
diplomat

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The UK government has expressed
disappointment over an article by the
press minister of Bangladesh High
Commission in London published in
a Dhaka daily.

The British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office summoned
High Commissioner Nazmul
Quaunine and expressed the British
government's displeasure on Tuesday,
said a diplomatic source.

The article titled "A labour win on
the cards?" on the British elections by
Nadeem Qadir was published by
Dhaka Tribune on Monday. The
newspaper withdrew the article later.

Foreign ministry officials, however,
did not comment on the issue.

The UK elections will be held on
Thursday.

Nadeem, a journalist, was
appointed as the press minister there
in 2014 for two years. His job was later
extended.

Victim support
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police to escort her back home as it had
become very late at night, but they
refused.

Aggrieved by the GD, the same four
youths on the following day [March 4]
allegedly raped the woman at an aban-
doned house in Korail bosti (slum).

Officer-in-Charge of Banani Police
Station Farman Ali, on March 12, drove
away the rape survivor, from the police
station when she begged him to file a
case, she added.

Finally, she had to go to a court to
record her case at the Banani Police
Station, the victim claimed. Banani
police then recorded the case on May 2
following the court order.

On Monday, the victim took shelter
at the support centre in fear of the
accused which led the support centre
officials to arrest the miscreants who
were roaming openly in the area.

“The support centre is currently han-
dling the investigation,” said the deputy
commissioner, adding that another
accused Natib Ali is
absconding.

Take legal
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read a statement issued by them.

They also called for a united effort
to resist the communal force rising in
Bangladesh.

“This group is misleading the
general public through misinterpreta-
tions of the religion one after another
and engaging in conspiracies to
destabilise Bangladesh,” it added.

“It will not be possible to uphold
the spirit of the Liberation War, if
[we] do not stand firm against one
after another crimes and oppression
by such fundamentalist groups that
misuse the religion,” the statement
said.

Signatories of the statement
include Rasheda K Choudhury,
Hameeda Hossain, Prof Serajul Islam
Chowdhury, Selina Hossain, Mofidul
Haque, Muhammad Zafar Igbal,
Aroma Dutta, Khushi Kabir, Salma
Ali and Sara Hossain.

From a rally in front of the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque in the capital on
Friday, Hefajat leaders issued a 24-
hour ultimatum to the government to
arrest Sultana within or else send her
into exile.

Rights activists said the threat was
in violation of her constitutional
right to freedom of speech.

Hefajat's threat came after a recent
television talk show, now available
on YouTube.

Sultana Kamal, Hefajat leader
Mufti Shakhawat Hossain,
Gonojagoron Mancha Spokesperson
Imran H Sarker and former Awami
League lawmaker Apu Ukil took part
in the programme hosted by Dhaka
University teacher Robaet Ferdous.

In the show, Shakhawat, referring
to the statue of Lady Justice on the
Supreme Court premises, said there
should be no religious structures on
court premises, Sultana told The
Daily Star on Friday.

"I said, yes, I agree with you. There
hould be no religious structures
inside court premises. Not even
mosques,” she said.

Man killed
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Mohammad Mohiuddin told The
Daily Star that the group fired shots
at a police team in a bid to free an
arrestee and police fired 18 shots in
self-defence.

The police team was returning to
Kasba Police Station after arresting
Ibrahim's wife Renuara Begum on
discovering six kilogrammes of cannabis
in their house around 11:00pm, he said.

Ibrahim died on the spot and his
associates fled, said the OC, adding
that the body was sent to the
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital
morgue for an autopsy.

There was a gaping wound on the
deceased's chest.
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3 Bangladeshi-origin women
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one as Friends Party nominee and 4 as
independent contenders.

But unlike others, the “three daugh-
ters” - Tulip, Sheikh Rehana's daugh-
ter and Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's niece, Rushanara and
Rupa -- are in an advantageous
position since they are elected mem-
bers of British parliament.

The elections gave them an extra
edge as they are competing from the
constituencies which elected them to
parliament only two years ago.

Of the rests two are women --
Marina Ahmed and Raushan Ara --
both candidates of Labour Party which
also nominated Bangladeshi-British
Anwar Babul Miah, Foysol Chowdhury

Tulip

and Abdullah Rumel Khan in the polls.

Saju Miah is standing as a Liberal
Democrats candidate, while Afzal
Choudhry is competing from the
Friends Party.

Ajmal Masroor, Oliur Rahman, Abu
Nowshed and Mirza Zillur are contest-
ingasindependent candidates.

Tulip is fighting to retain her seat in
crucial Hampstead and Kilburn
constituency in London having Liberal
Democrat Kirsty Allan, Conservative
Claire-Louise Leyland, Green Party's
John Mansook and independent
candidates Hugh Easterbrook and
Rainbow George Weiss as her rivals.

Rushanara is contesting from
Bangalee-dominated Bethnal Green

Rushanara

and Bow constituency. Other candi-
dates fighting for the seat are Charlotte
Chirico (Conservative), William Dyer
(Liberal Democrat), Alistair Polson
(Green Party), lan de Waulveron
(UKIP) and Ajmal Masroor (inde-
pendent).

Rupa is vying to retain her Ealing
Central and Acton seat, one of the
most hotly contested seats in today's
polls. Two other candidates fighting
for the seat are Joy Morrissey (Conser-
vative) and John Ball (Liberal
Democrat).

The UK last went to polls on May 7,
2015, when the conservatives came to
power by winning the majority of 331
seats out of the 650 available in the
parliament.

Rupa

As many as 11 Bangladesh-origin
candidates vied for seats in the House of
Commons through this election. Seven
candidates were nominated by Ed
Miliband's main opposition Labour Party,
while three from Liberal Democrats and
onefrom Conservative Party.

Of the 11, most public interest and
media focus were on Tulip, Rushanara
and Rupa Huq in the May 7, 2015
parliamentary polls in the United
Kingdom. Interestingly, the three
became victorious in the topsy-turvy
polls and the tightest race in Britain's
recent history.

In that polls, Tulip was elected an
MP in British Parliament from crucial
Hampstead and Kilburn constituency,

the top of the most 10 contested seats
in London, on Labour Party ticket.

After the election, Tulip was
inducted into the shadow cabinet of
Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn
and joined Shadow Minister of
Education Angela Rayner's team of
four as the Shadow Minister of Early
Years education.

She, however, resigned as the
shadow minister following Jeremy
Corbyn's decision to impose a three-
line whip on Labour MPs to vote in
favour of triggering Article 50.

Born in Mitcham, London in 1982,
Tulip completed two Master's degrees -
- one in English literature and another
in Politics, Policy and Government --
from King's College London. She was a
former councillor in Regent's Park and
Cabinet Member for Culture and
Communities in Camden Council.

Tulip, who became the first Bengali
woman councillor in Camden Council
in May 2010, first contested the parlia-
mentary pollsin 2015.

Rushanara retained her seatin 2015
from East London's Bethnal Green and
Bow constituency with a majority of
24,317 votes. She secured 32,387
votes, while her nearest rival
Conservative candidate Mathew Smith
bagged 8,070 votes.

Hailing from Biswanath in Sylhet,
Rushanara was appointed UK Prime
Minister's Trade Envoy for Bangladesh
afterthe 2015 elections.

Rupa was elected in the last UK
general elections from Ealing Central
and Acton constituency by bagging
22,002 votes. Her nearest rival
Conservative Party-backed Angie Bray
obtained 21,728 votes.

British Prime Minister Theresa May
on April 18 called for an early election
in less than two months, clearly
anxious that her thin majority in
parliament would weaken her hand in
complicated negotiations on the
British exit from the European Union.

Jewellers call indefinite
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There was no transparency regarding
the gold worth about Tk 274.35 crore
and diamonds worth around Tk 10
crore, CIID officials said.

According to police and customs
officials, the jewellery business in
Bangladesh has been going on for
decades with smuggled gold.

The raids at Apan’s outlets on May
14 and 15 were the first of its kind and
had created concern and panic among
otherjewellers.

After the raids, the association
called a strike for an indefinite period
on May 18, but hours later they back-
tracked after a meeting with CIID
officials.

Yesterday, association leaders also
decided to submit a memorandum to
the ministries of finance and com-
merce on June 12 and to hold a rally in
the capital on June 15 to press home
their demands.

Enamul alleged that a vested quar-
ter was trying to destroy the jewellery
business.

He condemned the CIID raids at
Apan Jewellers, claiming that the CIID
officials sealed Apan's five outlets
without serving any prior notice,
which left its employees in danger and
uncertainty.

Local administrations in different
districts are harassing the jewellery
shop owners and employees, he also
alleged.

Enamul claimed that jewellers
could not pay their employees as they
could not run their business smoothly.

The CIID officials last month went
for a crackdown amid allegation that

Banani double rape prime accused
Ahmed Shafat, son of one of the
owners of Apan Jewellers, bragged
about beinga gold smuggler.

Shafat also boasted about their
wealth and said police would not
touch them when the two girls warned
that they would go to the law enforcers,
according to the testimony of one of
thevictims.

Invited to Shafat's birthday party on
March 28, the girls went to the Raintree
hotel in Banani around 9:00pm. After
the party, Shafat and his friend Nayem
Ashraf alias Halim raped them in two
rooms, alleged one of the girls who
filed the case.

Shafat and Nayem confessed to
raping the girls, while three other
accused -- Shafat's driver Billal
Hossain, bodyguard Rahmat and
victims' friend Shadman Sakif --
admitted their involvement in the
incident.

Asked about the 48-hour ultimatum
of returning the gold, Dildar Ahmed
Selim, father of Shafat and one of the
owners of Apan Jewellers, said it was the
statement of association leaders.

He respects the law, he added.

Meanwhile, the CIID yesterday
asked customers, who earlier ordered
the Apan Jewellers ornaments, to apply
to the CIID's Kakrail office for their
ornaments by June 13 from today.

About 29kg out of 567kg of the
confiscated gold was ordered by the
customers at the five outlets. A five-
member committee was formed on
Tuesday to look into whether the
ordered gold ornaments are returnable
as per the law.

Jamdani weavers busy
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blends and styles including cotton,
jute cotton, silk, soft silk, half silk,
indri silk, dotari silk, katan, koda,
khaddar, dhansiri, ektari,

Rajuk evicts
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parked outside the residence. Two
trucks were also there to carry furniture
from the house.

"Pursuant to the highest court's
verdict, we are evacuating the house
and taking control of it,” said Waliur
Rahman, zonal director of Rajuk.

The eviction drive came three days
after the apex court dismissed three
petitions seeking review of its verdict
that scrapped a High Court judgment
ordering the authorities to do mutation
of the Gulshan land and residence in
the name of Moudud's brother Monzur
Ahmed.

Police assisted Rajuk officials in the
drive, said SM Mustaque Ahmed,
deputy commissioner of (Gulshan
Division) Dhaka Metropolitan Police.

In the afternoon, labourers loaded
the trucks with goods. No family
member of Moudud, BNP's standing
committee member, was seen there at
thetime.

‘When the drive began, Moudud was
in court. He reached the house at
3:00pm.

Infuriated, Moudud told Rajuk
officials, "Itis a sign that there is no rule
of law in the country.”

Terming the drive "unlawful and
unethical”, Moudud told The Daily Star
that Rajuk conducted the drive without
any prior notice.

“This is not a government property.
Still, the government is desperate to
evictme from the house.

“It is an example of vengeance. The
court did not say anything about
eviction and Rajuk also did not serve
any notice to me to leave the house.
Since I do politics from the opposition,
1 was evicted.... If I were a ruling party
man, situation would have been differ-
ent.”

Asked where he would live now, the
BNP leader said he had no other option
but to stay on thesstreet.

However, Moudud's associate
barrister Ehsanur Rahman said the
furniture was moved to Moudud's flat
at Gulshan-2 and some items would be
taken to a house belongingto one of his
relatives.

Asked why no notice was served to
leave the house, Rajuk official Waliur
Rahman told journalists, “This is our
property. The court gave the verdict. So,

Moudud

why we should serve a notice.”

Around 4:00pm, BNP standing
committee member Khandakar
Mosharraf Hossain went to the
residence. He told journalists, “We
don't know about the legal aspects. We
know that he was there and he was
ousted from there.”

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam
said a title suit (property related case)
was filed by Moudud's brother Monzur
Ahmed with a Dhaka court in 1993
seeking mutation of the property in his
name. The court in 2001 dismissed the
suit and delivered a verdict against
Monzur who claimed the ownership of
the house.

Monzur then filed an appeal with
the High Court against the lower court
verdict. In 2005, the HC ordered the
government to register the property in
Monjur's name.

The government then appealed to
the Supreme Court against the HC
verdict. In the meantime, the property
was enlisted as abandoned property.
Monzur filed a writ petition with the
HC challenging the government decla-
ration.

The HC in response to the writ
petition passed another order in favour
of Monjur. Rajuk then filed an appeal
with the SC against the HC verdict.

Meanwhile, the Anti-Corruption
Commission in December 2013 lodged
a case with Gulshan Police Station
against Moudud and his brother
Monzur on charges of grabbing the
"abandoned publicland”

According to the case statement,
Moudud and his brother grabbed the
land between 1978 and 2006.

The land was enlisted as abandoned
land in 1972 after its owners --
Pakistani couple Mohammad Ehsan
and Inge Maria Flatz -- left the country,
according to the ACC.

Ehsan received the possession of the
land in 1961 from now-defunct DIT
(now Rajuk). The land was transferred
toFlatzin 1965.

Moudud falsely showed that Flatz
issued a power of attorney in favour of
him in August 1973, said the anti-graft
body in the case statement.

Moudud grabbed the land and its
establishment, and started living there,
identifying him as a tenant of Flatz. But
an ACC investigation found no record

of Flatz visiting Bangladesh after the
independence.

The SC on August 2 last year gave a
judgment that Monzur had kept the
possession of the land and residence by
submitting forged documents, the
attorney general said. “Moudud
Ahmed as a politician should have left
the house longago.”

Monzur filed the review petitions
with the apex court, and the court on
Sunday dismissed them, clearing the
way for eviction.

Meanwhile, Moudud claiming
himself a tenant of the original owner
filed a suit with a Dhaka court seeking
an injunction so that the government
could not evict him from the residence.
But Judge Utpal Bhattyacharjee of the
Fist Joint District Judge's Court did not
pass any order on the matter.

Moudud is facing five corruption
cases and a money laundering case
now, said ACC lawyer Khurshid Alam

Khan.

KHALEDA MEETS MOUDUD

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia went to
see Moudud after he was evicted.

As Khaleda reached the place after
iftar, Moudud briefed her on the whole
eviction process.

Condemning the eviction drive,
Khaleda said the government was
ousting people from their houses.

“But they [Awami League| are
garbing people's houses but are not
ousted,” she said while addressing an
iftar party organised by the Association
of Engineers Bangladesh at a conven-
tion centre in the capital

“Moudud Ahmed was living in that
house for 30 years but he was ousted. I
was living in my house for 40 years. [
was ousted too.... People are watching
that they [ruling party men] are
grabbing houses. They will also be
ouste

WhllL visiting the house, BNP
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir said, “Eviction of Moudud
from his house is tantamount to a
militant behavior. Without any notice,
an organiser of the Liberation War,
language movement hero and a senior
lawyer was evicted from his house. |
have no word to condemn such behav-
iour.”

Oldest Homo sapiens fossils
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ago suggests our species evolved in a
more complex way.

In addition to being the oldest
known remains of modern humans,
the fossils, which include skulls, cor-
roborate a fragment found in South
Africa that had been tentatively dated
260,000 years ago.

This suggests that Homo sapiens
evolved from a variety of different types
of Hominins which once existed across
Africa.

The finds at Jebel Ithood, a well-
known site first exposed by mining
operations in the 1960s, also indicate
that the Stone Age people who lived
there were prolific hunters, living on a
diet of gazelles, zebras, buffalos and
wildebeests.

Professor Jean-Jacques Hublin, a

palaeoanthropologist at the Max
Planck Institute for Evolutionary
Anthropology in Germany, said: “In the
last 20 years, the consensus has been
that very likely our species emerged
somewhere around 200,000 years ago
and probably the first forms of what we
call early modern humans were repre-
sented in East Africa.

“There is this notion that some-
where in sub-Saharan Africa there is
[t rt of 'Garden of Eden’ where our
species first developed, then spread
inside Africa and outside of Africa.

“Our results challenge this picture.”

The Moroccan fossils, coupled with
those in East Africa and South Africa,
suggest that Homo sapiens “spread
across the entire African continent
around 300,000 years ago”, he said.

“Long before the out-of-Africa

dispersal of Homo sapiens, there was
dispersal within Africa,” he added.

The researchers said they were trying
to work out why the world came to be
dominated by one “extremely success-
fully” type of human, when once there
had been a number of different types,
such as and

patabon and more. Indeed, individual
weavers commonly produce more
than one quality and style.

“Tangail's weavers inevitably offer
something new each Eid,” says sari
trader Ratan Basak. “They have intro-
duced new colours and designs this
year too.” He notes the distinctive
embroidery that is often added to sari
borders including in traditional
Bangladeshi alpona designs. “Bold,
festive colours predominate,” he says,
“including magenta, ash, red, yellow,

orange, violet, blue and green, as well
asblackand white.”

Tangail's sari industry which is
increasingly focused on exports as well
as growing domestic demand and
employs up to 2.5 lakh workers, brings
to the district around Tk 200 crores in
sales each Eid season, according to
traders at Karatia market in Tangail
sadar upazila. “Weavers have already
sent a good part of their production to
different markets and shopping malls
across the country, starting before
Ramadan,” one trader remarks. There
are approximately 75,000 active
handlooms in the district, reports the
Tangail Weavers' Rehabilitation
Organisation.

Pak close to win amid rain
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Group B game at Edgbaston,
Birmingham yesterday.

Pakistan had reached 119 for three
when rainfall caused the players to go
off the field, after their bowlers had
earlier restricted South Africa to a
modest 219 for eight.

Asthings stand when this report was
filed and with rain still fa]lmg in
Edgbaston, Pakistan will win the
match by 19 runs as they were 19
ahead of the Duckworth-Lewis par
score after 27 overs. The D/L method
comes into effect once the side batting
second has faced a minimum of 20
overs. The cut-off time for play to
restart was 10:26pm (3:26am
Bangladesh time).

Pakistan got their chase off to a flying
start with Fakhar Zaman hitting a 23-
ball 31, before South Africa pacer Morne
Morkel had him caught with the score
on 40 in the eighth over. A ball later,
Morkel dismissed the other opener,
Azhar Ali. Hafeez and

Trophy Group B game at Edgbaston
yesterday.

The first blows were struck by left-
arm spinner Wasim, when he broke
South Africa’s opening stand of 40 by
trapping the in-form Hasim Amla in
front for 16. Then, after Mohammad
Hafeez got rid of Quinton de Kock for
33 with the score on 60 in the 14th
over, Wasim struck a major body blow
by bowling South Africa captain AB de
Villiers for a golden duck in the follow-
ingover.

That was when Hasan entered the
picture and seemingly broke South
Africa's back with three crucial wickets
in the middle overs. He first had Faf du
Plessis dragging onto his stumps for
26, reducing South Africa to 90 for four
in the 23rd over. In the 29th over, the

ast bowler had JP Duminy caught at
slip and off the very next ball, bowled
Wayne Parnell for the second golden
duckof the innings.

A sub 200 score was then a distinct

Babar Azam carried the score to 93 whe
Morkel returned to send back Hafeez in
the 24th over. Seeing the darkening
skies, Shoaib Malik came in and hit
three fours in his unbeaten 14 off 12 to
take Pakistan ahead of the par score
when rain stopped the match. Babar
was unbeaten on 31.

Earlier, Pakistan's bowlers, namely
Imad Wasim and Hasan Ali, belied
their status as the eighth-ranked team
in the world as a fine effort on the field
restricted top-ranked South Africa to
219 for eight in their Champions

but David Miller saved
some of South Africa’s blushes with an
unbeaten 104-ball 75. He strung
together a 47-run seventh-wicket stand
with Chris Morris, who was caught off
Junaid Khan for 28, and then a 48-run
eighth-wicket stand with Kagiso
Rabada, who hit an enterprising 26
before also falling to Junaid. By that
time, South Africa had recovered to
213 for eight in the 49th over, and their
final score of 219 - while below par -
will still test a weak Pakistan batting
line-up, considering the firepower in
South Africa’s bowling ranks.

Obama praises
Us cities, states,
for climate
change stand

A¥P, Montreal

Former US president Barack Obama
praised US states and cities for main-
taining measures against climate
change in a fresh jab at his successor's
decision to quit the Paris accord.
Addressing a crowd of 6,000 in
Mnmreal Tuesday, he argued that his

the recently dnccuvered hubbm
living alongside each other in Africa,
Eumpeand Asna.

“What made our species so special,
that this species expanded out of Africa
at some point and replaced other
groups of Hominins?” Professor
Hublin said.

The fossils found at Jebel Irthood
show the people had a modern-looking
face and teeth. They also had a large
braincase, but its shape had similarities
with earlier types of humans.

had been able to
show that greener policies were good
for economic growth.

"When it comes to the threat of
climate change, we have shown that
environmental sustainability and
economic progress are not contradic-
tory but are complementary,” he told
the enthusiastic crowd.

"1 took great comfort last week in
seeing American states and cities and
universities and corporations to make it
clear that they will keep pushing ahead
for the sake of the future generations."

Stay calm
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“Those who murdered Nayan and
those who carried out the arson attack
wouldbe punished.”

Visiting the three villages yesterday,
these correspondents found that
tension was still prevailing there.

Fourteen-year-old Sudarshan
Chakma, a student of Rabeta High
School in Tintila village, looked pale at
a shelter in Tintila Ban Bihar, a
Buddhist monastery in the area. He
said all his books were burnt in
Friday's attack.

Meanwhile, the local administra-
tion yesterday began work to prepare a
new list of losses incurred by the
victims. “The previous list was pre-
pared hurriedly without talking to the
affected families. The new list would
be ready soon,” said Abu Tyeb, project
implementation officer of Longadu
upazilaadministration.

The list would be submitted to the
disaster management department
for providing the victims with
compensation.




