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Help Ruponti
fight cancer

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Fourteen-year-old Ruponti
has been suffering from
blood cancer.

She has been undergoing
treatment at Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMUI) since
May this year, says a press
release.

A sixth grader of Kotiadi
in Kishoreganj, Ruponti is
the only child of Abedur
Rahman Topu and Selina
Khandaker.

Her treatment involves a
huge sum of money which
is impossible for her parents
to bear as they have already
spent a lot since she was
diagnosed with the disease
six years ago.

Therefore, her family
made a fervent appeal to the
generous people of the
society to extend their help-
ing hands to save her life.

Aid can be sent to Selina
Khandaker AC:
101101275232, Dutch
Bangla Bank, SWIFT:
DBBLBDDH 101; Selina
Khandaker AC:
0200002959506, Agrani
Bank or bKash no:
01911495373

For further information
anyone can call at
01760249496.

Police officer
FROM PAGE 3

League leaders met the
RMP commissioner and
complained to him on the
same day.

Contacted over the
phone, the SP said Mridul
was caught with his motorcy-
cle becauise he was driving an
unregistered vehicle. But
some ruling party men
requested police not to file
any case against him, he said.

“I exchanged heated
words with some ruling
party men, but there was
no incident of beating.”
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Empty baskets and garbage lay scattered right under Mayor Hanif flyover. After selling fruits, vendors dump the waste

here. This practice has been going on for a while, thanks to the
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Tokyo with Dhaka in

fight against terrorism
Says Japanese minister

travel alert.
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Japan has assured Bangladesh that they are ready to assist it
inall possible ways to fight terrorism.

Japanese State Minister for Foreign Affairs Nobou Kishi
conveyed his country's position when his Bangladesh
counterpart M Shahriar Alam met him in Tokyo.

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam
informed his Japanese counterpart about various measures
taken by Bangladesh government to combat terrorism

He also requested Kishi to consider the withdrawal of

Shahriar Alam attended meetings with Japanese high
officials on the third day of his visit to Tokyo, the foreign
ministry sources told the news agency on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Japan International Cooperation Agency
(Jica) President Shinichi Kitaoka has responded positively
to Bangladesh’s idea of funding regional infrastructure
projects that will establish connectivity among potential
countries in the region and expand the market.

Shahriar Alam
the third day of his visit on Wednesday.

The state minister expressed his deepest condolences for
the Japanese lives lost in Dhaka on July 1, 2016, and
informed various measures that the government of
Bangladesh has taken to combat terrorism.

He also met State Minister for Agriculture Yosuke Isozaki.

Earlier in the morning, he attended a roundtable discus-
sion at the Foreign Correspondents Club, Japan.

ared the idea with the Jica president on

Go for non-fire bricks
Urges ALRD, Nijer Kori, BELA seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Terming brick factories a major cause
of deforestation, environmental
activists yesterday urged the govern-
ment to control their expansion to
prevent pollution and loss of arable
land and forests.

They also called for forcing owners
to use modern technologies to mini-
mise pollution and formulating a
policy making mandatory the use of
alternatives like non-fire and concrete
bricks.

The Association for Land Reform
and Development (ALRD), Nijera
Kori, and Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers Association
(BELA) made the call at a joint semi-
nar organised at Jatiya Press Club
marking World Environment Day,
observed on June 5.

Citing an international study, BELA
Chief Executive Syeda Rizwana Hasan
said around 30 percent of the brick
kilns in the country used firewood,
requiring 1.9 million tonnes of wood
annually. This is one of the main

reasons of deforestation, she said.

According to a 2016 ALRD study,
17.4 percent of arable land is
destroyed due to brick kilns and the
remaining 80 percent by unplanned
housing, she said.

ALRD Executive Director Shamsul
Huda said, “The gradual expansion of
brick kilns is sending us towards
disasters through burning trees and
destroyingarable land.”

So construction of brick kilns
should be stopped, and a roadmap
must be prepared to use alternative
non-fire bricks, he said.

Nijera Kori Coordinator Khushi
Kabir said, “There is a law to control
the brick kilns, but there are some
gaps in the act and its implementa-
tion.”

The authorities should enforce
laws strictly and find localised solu-
tions, sheadded.

Director of Housing and Building
Research Institute Mohammad Abu

Female overseas job seekers need
capacity to fight abuses: Experts

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The women seeking overseas jobs need to
have skills and language proficiency so that
they could protect themselves against
various forms of abuses including non-
payment of salaries, labour migration
experts said yesterday.

Speaking at a consultation, they also
demanded prompt government action to
address complaints from migrants against
employers or brokers

The discussion was organised by
Bangladesh Women Migrant Workers
Association (BOMSA) at the expatriates’

1 d ministry.

According to the ministry, 1.18 lakh
women went abroad, mostly to the Middle
East, in 2016, which is over 15 percent of
the total labour migration last year.

"It is surely a good sign, but the problem
is we receive frequent allegations of abuses.
It may be physical or sexual abuse and
overwork or non-payment,” said BOMSA
Director Sumaiya Islam in her keynote

Sadek and ec her Dr

Swapan Adnan also spoke among
others.

The women do not need to pay for
migration, but the intermediaries are still

charging them illegally, she said, and
suggested legalising the middlemen to
make them accountable.

Executive Director of Manusher Jonno
Foundation Shaheen Anam said, "Some of
the women...remain ill-prepared and don't
have the capacity to negotiate."

Soitisimportant that they have a certain
level of education, job and language skills,
and cultural orientation, she said.

Shaheen Anam also said the Bangladeshi
embassies in the labour-receiving countries
were not sufficiently staffed to handle
thousands of workers, suggesting
recruitments at the labour wings.

Shameem Ahmed Chowdhury Noman,
joint secretary general of the Bangladesh
Association of International Recruiting
Agencies (BAIRA), said they often received
complaints from the female workers that they
were made to work in two to three houses,
which became almostimpossible for them.

As per the memorandum of understand-
ings with the labour-receiving countries,
the workers should be allowed to have a
mobile phone, but the employers do not
allow it, he said. "Sometimes the female
workersare forced to return home."

Acknowledging that the one-month
residential training for the would-be female
migrants is not up to standard, Expatriates’
Welfare Secretary Begum Shamsunnahar
said they were trying to improve it.

Expatriates' Welfare Minister Nurul
Islam said the government planned to
establish more safe homes for the female
migrants. It also has set up a call centre,
Probash Bondhu, and anyone can call it to
complain, he said.

"We will address the problems. If the
problems are not solved, please come to
me. My dooris open,” he said.

The minister said he asked the finance
ministry for incentives to migrant workers
forincreasing remittances.

In response to a question, he said the
present diplomatic stand-off between
Qatar and some Arab countries would not
affect the labour recruitment from
Bangladesh because it was not war.

Catherine Cecil, team leader of
PROKASH Project of British Council, Ali
Haider Chowdhury, former leader of
BAIRA, and SK Rumana, general secretary
of BOMSA, also spoke.
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Rickshaws ply a road in Dhanmondi area. In the month leading to
on Dhaka streets. Many poor people from the rural areas flock to the capital to make some money by pulling
rickshaws ahead of the festival. The photo was taken yesterday.

-ul-Fitr, the number of rickshaws increases
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