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New platform
launched to
promote
documentary
filmmakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Independent Film
Network (DIFN), an organi-
tion of filmmakers, yester-
lay inaugurated a platform

for documentas

YESTERDAY'S
TEMPERATURES

DHAKA

SC also rejects tougher
punishment for all
BDR carnage accused

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld a High Court order
that rejected three appeals seeking tougher punishment for
all the accused who were acquitted and given imprisonment
forvarious terms by the lower court in the BDR carnage case.

The apex court di%missed three leave to appeal petitions

Titled “Dhaka DocLab”,
the platform will promote
and guide new filmmakers
in South Asian region, said
a press release

As part of the platform's
annual programmes, DIFN
is going to organise a six-
day workshop from
September 8 in the capital,
where 25 young filmmakers
of the region will be able to
take part, said the release.

Interested filmmakers are
requested to submit their
proposals within July 15.
Details are available at
http://dhakadoclab.org and
https://www.facebook.com/
dhakadoclab. DIFN was
founded by filmmaker
Nasiruddin Yousuff recently.
Filmmakers, including
Samia Zaman and Tareq
Ahmed, are its members.

filed by the the HC order.

The government on Apn] 2 filed the appeals with the HC
seeking tougher punishment for a total of 608 people who
were either acquitted or given imprisonment for different
terms by the lower court in BDR carnage case.

Among the accused, 194 were acquitted while 158 were
sentenced to life imprisonment.

On April 13, the HC rejected the appeals as those were
filed long after the lower court had delivered the judgment.

The government recently filed three leave to appeal
petitions with the SC against the HC's April 13 order.

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam moved the petitions
before the apex court.

The HC on April 13 concluded hearing on the death
reference and appeals in BDR carnage case, and kept them as
CAV [Curia Advisari Vult, a Latin legal term that means the
verdict could be delivered any time].

Seventy-four people, including 57 army officials, were
massacred during the BDR mutiny on February 25-26 in
2009 at the Pilkhana headquarters of the paramilitary force,
later renamed Border Guard Bangladesh.

The trial court gave death sentences to 150 BDR soldiers
and to two civilians, and jailed 160 others for life but two of
them died. It also handed down rigorous imprisonment to
256 people, mostly BDR soldiers.
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reports UNB.

Labagh on the western fringe of the capital has no sign of any hard surface that once

existed. Thanks to years of negligence of the authorities, this road is now a nightmare for the road users, especially during the rainy season. If

properly maintained, this long road from Mirpur to the old part of the city could

to easing traffic

on nearby
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Banglaﬂesh Garo Chhatro Sangathan of Dhaka brings out a procession yesterday at

arson attacks on indigenous people

in the capital

SPEEDY TRIAL ACT
Govt trying
to put BNP
leaders in jail
before polls

Says Fakhrul
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One lakh marooned as flash
flood hits Moulv1bazar

UNB, Moulvibazar

he flood sitation of thice upazilas of
have remained unchanged

BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir alleged that the
government has increased
the punishment of the
Speedy Trial Act to put
BNP leaders and activists
behind bars before the next
general elections.

“The punishment under
the Speedy Trial Act was two
to five years in jail. Now it
has been increased to upto
seven years. Awami League
wants to convict the opposi-
tion leaders and activists
before the next electior
he said

He made the allegation
while addressing a
roundtable discussion
organised by Doctors
Association of Bangladesh
at Dhaka Reporters' Unity.

The cabinet on Monday
approved in principle the
draft of "The Law and
Order Disruption (Speedy
Trial) (Amendment) Act-
2017", increasing the pun-
ishment to upto seven

as floodwater has been entering through
someeleven points of the Manu Riverand
the Dhalai River, marooning more than
one lakh people of some one hundred
villagesin the upazilas.

Flood protection embankment at
five points of the Manu River --
Nishchintapurand Miarpara villages in
Kulaura upazila, and Uzipur,
Bholanagar and Konagaon villages in
Rajnagar upazila -- were damaged due
to the onrush of water from the
upstream and incessant rainfall,
leaving around 60 villages under water.

About 40 villages of Kamalganj
upazila were also submerged as flood

water entered d.
at Ghoramara, Nazatkona,
Alepurand Karimpur villages.

All kinds of establishments and
croplands in the three upazilas, includ-
ing educational institutions, mosques,
temples and fisheries, went under
water due to the flashflood.

The flood-affected people of the
area have been passing a miserable
time under the open sky without food,
drinking water and medicine.

Also, the bridge constructed on the
Manu River is at risk due to the flood
water.

Local people alleged that the

Uttar

d-affected family at

circumstances have deteriorated as the
local office of the Water Development
Board (WDB) did not take necessary
steps to save the embankments.
However, locals tried their best to
protect the embankments, said
Dhilagaon Union Parishad chairman M
Abdul Malik, adding that several
hundred volunteers have been working
to protect the dam on the Manu River at
Miarparaand Khandakarer villages.
Chairman of Sharifpur Union Parishad
M Janab Ali said some 200-250 feet of the

village in

dissolved in the riverbed at Chatalghat
village, keeping the bridge over the Manu
Riverinavulnerablesituation.
Muklesur Rahman, assistant
engineer of WDB, said the water of
Manu River was flowing some 73
centimetres over the danger line at
Chandnighat in the district town and
adjacent to Manu Railway Bridge.
Besides, cracks have developed at
Chatlapur, Tagarpur, Kamarchak,
Ronchap, Bhangarhat and some other
points of flood protection dam on the

and looting of their properties in Longadu of Rangamati on June 2. PHOTO: STAR years in jail. flood protection embankment was Manu River.
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COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
deferred to August 28 for
hearing on charge framing
against BNP Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir and 72
others in a vandalising case.
The case was filed with
Jatrabari Police Station
against Fakhm] and others
for ing and torching
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vehicles in the city's
Jatrabari area during a road
blockade enforced by BNP-
led-18-party alliance on
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Of the accused, Fakhrul
and 71 others, are now on
bail while another accused
Nabiullah Nabi is in jail.

Meantime, Fakhrul was
absent from the court
yesterday due to illness.

On February 28 of 2014,
Sub-Inspector Abdullah
Biswas, the investigation
officer of the case, pressed
charges.

SC scraps
FROM PAGE 4

scam that took place
between 2010 and 2013.
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‘Ashugan; Power sation Company Lid.
Ashugani, Brahmanbaria, Bangladesh.

ing a bail petition
filed by Fazlus, the HC on
September 8 last year
granted him permanent
bail in the case filed with
Gulshan Police Station.

Workers busy creating block prints at a custom boutique print shup ahead of
number of these shops on the upper floors of New Super Market in the capi

St

-ul-Fitr. There are quite a good
I. These shops have become popular

among women who wish to get customised tailored outfits with their own choice of cloths and design. After
selecting the cloths, a customer gets the cloths printed at these shops with their own choice of design blocks.

4 restaurant owners face contempt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued a
contempt of court rule against four
owners of three restaurants for running
their businesses in the capital's
Dhanmondi residential area violating
itsorderin 2012.

In the rule, the court asked the
owners of Soi Three, Bittersweet, and
Fork Knife restaurants -- Bushra,

Roksana Begum, Segupta Hasan, and
Shah Jamal -- to explain in four weeks
why actions should not be taken against
them on charge of committing con-
temptof court forviolating its directive.

The HC bench of Justice Ashfaqul
Islam and Justice Ashish Ranjan Das
came up with the rule following a
contempt of court petition moved by
Advocate Manzill Murshid, president
of Human Rights and Peace for

Bangladesh.

During hearing, Advocate Murshid
told the court that the HC on June 11,
2012 directed the authorities con-
cerned to stop their business opera-
tions in Dhanmondi residential area.

Violating the HC directives, the
restaurant owners have been running
their businesses in the area, which is
tantamount to contempt of the court,
heargued.



