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This canal, once serving as a source of water for irrigation as well as domestic purpose in Rangabali upazila under Patuakhali district, is now used
solely for fish cultivation by a local influential person. The photo was taken from Borobaishdia in Rangabali.

Irrigation suffers as canal
grabbed for fish farming

Households are also in problem as the 5km canal no
longer supplies fresh water

SOHRAB HOSSAIN with ANDREW EAGLE

The five-kilometre long Mongolbaria
Canal in Borobaishdia union of
Patuakhali's Rangabali upazila was
once an important resource for farm-
ers and households, with over four
hundred families relying on its water
for agricultural and domestic use.
Connected at both ends to rivers the
canal was a dependable water source
that prevented flooding. But for at
least the last decade the canal has been
occupied by an influential local, to be
run instead as a fish farm, with the
community missing out.

“Cultivation of over 400 acres of land
relies on this canal water,” says local
farmer Abul Kashem. “For the last ten
years we haven't been able to grow Aus or
Aman paddy.”

“The adjacent land is submerged
during the rainy season and during the
dry season the lack of water is a serious
obstacle to cultivating our land,” says
neighbouring farmer Abul Bashar Gazi.

‘I tried to grow mung beans on two
acres of land this year and suffered a
loss of over Tk 1 lakh due to insuffi-
cient water,” says another farmer
Jahangir Talukder. “We can't even rear
goats or cows for lack of water access.”

In January this year at least 38 local
farmers requested Patuakhali's deputy
comimissionerto take stepsto free the canal.
A subsequent report on the issue prepared
by a union-level assistant land officer was
submitted to the deputy commissioner's
office on 27 February, recommending steps
be taken to remove the fish enclosures. The
deputy commissioner asked the relevant
upazila nirbahi officer to take action. To
date, nothing has changed.

The woes of the local community
regarding the canal began fifteen years
ago when the Bangladesh Water
Development Board blocked both
entrances to the canal with flood control
dams, which served to starve the canal of
water during the dry season and resulted
in localised flooding during the monsoon
months. Later, a sluice gate was built to

connect the canal with the Tulatali Canal
such thatwater flow returned to normal.
But then, ten years ago local Hasan
Talukder commenced fish cultivation
on the canal, building five enclosures
there. “I took a three-year lease on the
canal from the Youth Development
Department in 2008," he says. “I didn't
apply to renew the lease because the
political situation wasn't favourable.”
Talukder is locally influential.
According to Borobaishdia's chair-
man Abu Hasanat Abdullah, to
remove the fish enclosures now would
threaten law and order in the area.
Meanwhile Rangabali's Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Md Sadiqur Rahman
says, “We asked the local union council
to remove the enclosures from the canal
but they have not taken any step to do so.
Recently the wupazila chairman
Delwer Hossain was requested to take
responsibility to solve the problem,
but he is currently travelling abroad. If
he fails to resolve the issue | will take
action after Ramadan.”
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15 injured in
AL infighting

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Patualkhali

At least 15 people were
injured in a clash between
two factions of Awami
League at Tushkhali village
in Sadar upazila on
Saturday.

Of the injured, Rafiq, 40,

Mosharref Hawlader, 26,
Reaz Hossain, 22, Arif
Hossain, 24, and Kabir
Hossain, 23, were admitted
to Patuakhali General
Hospital.

The clash took place
over conducting campaign
for Tushkhali High School
managing committee elec-
tion, said Additional
Superintendent of Police
Saheb Ali Pathan.

Local AL has been
divided into two factions
-- one led by Monir
Khan, vice chairman of
Sadar Upazila Parishad,
and another by Abul
Kalam Mridha, president
of party's Sadar upazila
unit, over the school
managing committee
election on June 12,

Landslide feared as
stone lifting on
beside school

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

lllegal extraction of stones from Kalairag
Government Primary School premises in
Sylhet's Companiganj upazila is going on
unabated despite a government ban,
threatening the ecological balance and
risking the life of the school kids.

Locals said a major landslide may occur
anytime at the school compound and its
adjacent areas near Dhalai river due to use
of dredgers for extracting stones from the
river as it is creating a hollow space under-
ground.

A number of local people, seeking ano-
nymity, alleged that one Basid Mia, backed
by some local influential people, is run-
ning the profitable business of stone lifting
from Dhalai river, affecting the environ-
ment badly.

Meanwhile, the students of the institu-
tion are facing different troubles while
attending their classes and returning home,
avoiding the large holes created by the
illegal stone extraction.

Besides, family members of the minor
students have to pass their days in anxiety
till their children return home from school
that has 293 students in from pre-primary
to Class V.

Monzur Hossain, a Class IV student of
the school, said the students of the institu-

tion are passing their days in constant fear
of landslide due to the holes at the school
compound.

"We requested the stone extractor to
follow the environment law several times,
but he did not pay heed to our call," said
Shamim Ahmed, a resident of the area.

This correspondent tried to reach Basid
Mia over phone for his comment in this
regard but his phone was found switched-
off despite repeated attempts.

Seeking anonymity, an assistant teacher
of the institution, said the school kids are
not attending their classes regularly due to
the risk of sudden landslide.

Besides, guardians are also not inter-
ested to send their children in such a risky
situation, the teacher added.

Lokesh Chandra Das, headmaster of the
school, said he don't know much in this
regard as he joined the institution only a
month ago.

Companiganj Upazila Vice-chairman
Nasrin Jahan Fatema said she visited
Kalairag Government Primary School and
found that stone extraction might lead to
landslides anytime in the area.

Johirul Haq, upazila education officer in
Companiganj, said although school
authorities have complained about the
illegal extraction of stones it is going on
unabated.

Massive stone extraction from the Dhalai river, beside a human habitation and a gov-
ernment primary school under Kalarai at Uttar Ranikhai union in Companiganj upazila

of Sylhet, affects environment and poses the risk of landslide.
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A Manipuri woman engaged in weaving traditional handloom sari at Lamabazar in
Sylhet city. A good number of women of the community are busy doing the work in dif-
ferent areas of Sylhet division as the demand of the item sees a boost ahead of the Eid-
ul-Fitr, the biggest religious festival of the Muslims.

saris ahead of Eid
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More attractive Manipuri

Expat's wife
stabbed to
death

OQUR CCORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Criminals stabbed a
woman to death at
Agdighgulia Purbopara

early yesterday.
The deceased was Zalia
Begum, 50, wife of Saudi

village. The couple's sons
Abdul Alim and Shahidul

Malaysia respectively.
Police said Zakia lived in
the house along with their

eldest son’s wife Swapna, 20.
They went to sleep after
saying their Tarabi prayers
on Saturday. Around
2:00am, criminals entered
the house by digging a
tunnel through its eathen
floor and stabbed Zakia.
Nagarpur police said

village in Nagarpur upazila

expatriate Sona Miah of the

Islam live in Singapore and

youngest son Mamun, 12, and
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MINTU DESHWARA, back from Lamabazar

Female workers in Sylhet are busy weav-
ing Manipuri garments and handloom
items ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr with the help of
Ethnic Community Development
Organisation (ECDO).

Bichitra Hamom, 21, a Manipuri weaver of
Songaon village in Kamalganj upazila of
Moulvibazar said, “At first I was not getting any
order as I could not produce the multi- dimen-
sional designs that represent the Manipur
tradition. After receiving training and support
from ECDQO, I now know how to create the
traditional designs and attract customers.”

"“Now I am very busy weaving saris as Eid
is a few days away and large orders are
coming from different parts of Bangladesh
and abroad,” she added.

Not only Bichitra, around 1,000 women in
Sylhet Division got support and are now pass-
ing busy time weaving clothes ahead of Eid.

Lamabazar in Sylhet city and Kamalganj
and Srimangal upazilas of traditional
Moulvibazar are well known for their Manipuri
handlooms, which are very creative and trendy.

Weavers Ruma Devi, Anjali Devi and Helen
Sinha of Lamabazar told this correspondent
that wholesalers collect the products from the
weavers' houses, adding that many tourists also
buy theirhandloom products.

Several weavers said they had started early
to cope with the pressure of completing the
huge Eid orders. They produce saris, shawls,
bed-covers, bed-sheets, women's three-piece
clothes and scarves, they added.

A sari costs between Tk 3,500 and Tk 6,500;

an orna costs Tk 850 to Tk 1,800; a gamchha
costs Tk 850 to Tk 1,700; a shawl costs Tk 1,100
to Tk 2,000; a muffler costs Tk 400 to Tk 600,
and abagcosts Tk 650 to Tk 800.

Anjali told this correspondent that
ECDO of Sylhet gave them training and all
kinds of help for progressing in weaving.

Helen said ECDO helped them to increase
their handloom skills and capacity by provid-
ing different kinds of training and other techni-
cal support, and also by setting up a production
and display centre for marketing the products.
They also provided funds with support from
Oxfam, an international NGO, she added.

Executive Director of ECDO
Lakshmikanta Singh told this correspon-
dent, “We found that it is possible to ensure
development of Manipuri women by pro-
moting this traditional sector of the indige-
nous community.”

Chandra Shekhar Saha, a famous fash-
ion designer, gave them training on weav-
ing clothes with multi-dimensional
designs that represent their unique tradi-
tion, Lakshmikanta said.

Considering the above things, ECDO
has taken the initiative to open an outlet
with the name of MOIRANG for Manipuri
women handloom artists, he added.

Faruqg Mahmud Chowdhury, president
of Susasoner Jonno Nagorik, Sylhet chap-
ter, said the Manipuri indigenous commu-
nity has a household production system
where women use handloom to weave
clothing and sell them in the market.

This handloom industry has been playing a
vital role in the Manipuri economy, he added.

criminals might have entered
the house for stealing.

Woman
killed by
brothers

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

A woman was stabbed to
death allegedly by her
brothers following an
altercation over family
issue at Kalamuria village
in Kasba upazila on
Saturday.

The victim was Sabera
Khatun, 45, daughter of
late Zamir Miah of the
village.

Police and locals said
there was a longstanding
conflict between Sabera
and her brothers Kamal,
Malan and Sumon over the
issue.

As a sequel to the con-
flict, the three brothers
stabbed Sabera indiscrimi-
nately on Saturday, leaving
her critically injured. She
later died at the upazila

| health complex.
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