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The government goes into an immediate-action mode to hike fuel prices in
sync with global oil prices. But consumers do not get any benefit when the
prices of fuel come down in the international market.

People in power defend their move to increase prices, saying that the
state-owned corporation has been counting losses, no matter if it is due to
corruption, mismanagement or inefficiency.

But they don't reduce the prices. BPC PROFIT
After a long gap, the government has been

making huge profits by selling petroleum FY15 Tk4,126(mre
products such as diesel, petrol and octane for  FY16 19 040 crore
several years. -

According to the data of Bangladesh FY17* Tk 7:334 crore
Petroleum Corporation (BPC), it is going to
make a profit of Tk 7,334 crore this fiscal year
ending on June 30, down from a whopping Tk 9,040 crore a year ago. In the
last three years the BPC made profits of Tk 20,500 crore.

The last time the BPC slashed the fuel prices slightly was in April last year
considering crude oil price at $80 per barrel when the actual price in the
international market was $40 per barrel. Now a barrel of crude oil costs less
than $50. Yet, the government seems to be least interested in passing on the
price benefits to consumers.

Economists and development partners have repeatedly urged the gov-
ernment to lower the fuel prices for the sake of the economy, but the govern-
ment is reluctant to do so.

For implementing a budget of over Tk 4,00,000 crore for fiscal 2017-18,
the government proposes to increase tax burden on people. Taxes have been
increased in the budget even on bank accounts of small savers.

But there is no announcement of cutting fuel prices, which would have
benefited the economy.
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attempt by the government
to suck out the very last
drop of people's blood.

Although it is the job of the city corporations, the Roads and
Highways Department (RHD) has embarked on a Tk 90
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In a tweet, she also said, —"“:.'3,,_* ¥ s ‘-:;:";-l‘ crore beautification and pavement maintenance work on
“Itis a cruel bud- PHA Y AR s ? . the capital's Airport Road.
get....Resistance is only the ik H"-_i,-':;.hf"?- J o * - T The work is being backed by an ad firm.
:‘f’ﬂ}’ to get rid of the situa- " 82 D" E, o ""ﬁk::'j: Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) Mayor Annisul
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Huq himself said he requested the RHD to hand over the
tasks to them but to no avail.

“We have officially objected to erecting billboards along
the Airport Road,” said the mayor. "A government depart-
ment is doing the work. What can I do?”

The RHD's move to plant 500 Chinese and Taiwanese

Meanwhile, BNP stand-
ing committee member
Moudud Ahmed gave his
reaction to the budget
worth over Tk 4 lakh crore R WL~
that had been unveiled by - by
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Muhith on Thursday. -~ lu L ] o | R bl ‘rL SN aniT R ”““Vﬁ@ .- Ty The firm concerned, Vinyl World Group, is planting
Moudud said that _ I S By o T T T e T SRR b T L el NGB : ' imported bonsais worth Tk 5.5 crore, constructing pavement
despite being huge in size, ol g = DU e I et R T - ngm e EM and maintaining drainage along the 6km stretch of road
' s L between Banani Level Crossing and airport intersection.
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“There is a huge tax ™ .
burden on people,” he said &
at a discussion organised by
Bangladesh Youth Forum at
the Jatiya Press Club.

The budget is like a "big

“To my knowledge, bonsai is not meant for roadside
beautification,” said noted naturalist Prof Dwijen Sharma.
"Do we have any dearth of native tree species?”

Botanical gardens usually supply suitable trees for beau-
tification in most countries, he said, adding, “I have written
on these issues for four decades, but no one paid any heed.”

The project comprises of beautification, street lighting,
beautitul balloon” from the renovation and construction of pavements and drainage,
outside, but essentially - ST W N WS AW T e i ada e =R T e T B o R T A T SOt S A . jobs the city corporations are legally entrusted with.
empty inside, he said. | | | PHOTO: PRABIR DAS They are also building 10 “service stations” with vending

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 The imported bonsais planted on the pavement of Airport Road in the capital. The photo was taken recently. SEE PAGE 10 COL 5
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