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HOUSEHOLD GAS

SC clears way
for price hike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Households will see their monthly gas bill go up by Tk 150
from June 1, as the Supreme Court cleared the way for
increasing the energy price yesterday.

The Appellate Division stayed until June 5 the High
Court order that stayed the authorities' decision to increase
the gas price in the second phase in just three months.

Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain, chamber judge of the apex
court, passed the order in response to a petition filed by
Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission (BERC) seeking
a stay on the HC order. He also sent the petition to the full
bench of the Appellate Division to hold a hearing on Monday.

There is now no legal bar for the government to hike the
gas price from June 1, said Attorney General Mahbubey
Alam who appeared in court on behalf of BERC.

The HC on February 28 stayed for six months the govern-
ment's decision to enforce a further increase in gas price
within a span of three months after the Consumers
Association of Bangladesh (CAB) filed a petition question-
ing the legality of the move.

Households using double burners have been paying Tk
800 a month each from March 1 and single burners Tk 750
after the energy regulator raised gas prices for all consumers

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing the international conference on the “IAEA Technical Cooperation
Programme - 60 Years and Beyond: Contributing to Development” in the Austrian capital Vienna on Monday.

Reap benefits of
peaceful nuclear
technology

Hasina urges developing
nations at IAEA conference

LINB, Vienna

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called
upon the developing countries to forge
greater cooperation to draw maximum
benefits from the peaceful use of nuclear
technologies through the IAEA expertise.

“Bangladesh remains committed to
working with IAEA and other international
partners in ensuring due diligence of the
peaceful use of nuclear technology. The
capacity-building and transfer of technolo-
gies are much needed by the developing
countries to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals, " she said.

The premier was addressing the interna-
tional conference on the "IAEA Technical
Cooperation Programme: 60 Years and
Beyond - Contributing to Development” in
the Austrian capital Vienna on Monday:.

She said Bangladesh was solidly anchored
at its principled position on nuclear disarma-
ment and non-proliferation.
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Court for action
against plaintiff,
COp Over case
against infant

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
directed the authorities
concerned to take legal
action against the com-
plainant and a sub-
inspector for placing an 11-
month-old infant and a
dead man in a theft and
vandalism case.

The court directed the
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Meet Ozzie, a
giraffe prodigy
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officer-in-charge of Mirpur
police to take legal action
against complainant
Habibur Rahman for filing
the case and police high
officials to take lawful action
against SI Maruful Islam for
neglect in investigation.
Metropolitan Magistrate
Khurshid Alam passed the
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Few giraffes have the talent that Ozzie was born with
- the three-year-old giraffe paints at a lion sanctuary
in Nevada and his work is selling reasonably well.

Standing almost four meters (13 feet) tall and
weighing 635 kg, Ozzie surprises visitors to the Lion
Habitat Ranch in Henderson, 25 km southeast of Las
Vegas, with his colourful pictures, reports Efe.

"Ozzie likes to paint. If he didn't he wouldn'tdo
it because we have no way to force him," Keith
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BABRI MASJID DEMOLITION CASE

Court frames charges
against 3 BJP bigwigs

BJP leaders LK Advani, MM Joshi and Uma Bharti
get bail after they appear before a Lucknow court

AGENCIES

An Indian court yesterday
charged a minister and two
senior leaders from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
party with criminal .
conspiracy over the o
destrul?:tian ; famosquein  LKAdvani
1992 that triggered deadly religious riots.
The trio were accused of inciting a Hindu
mob to destroy the 16th-century Babri
mosque in the city of Ayodhya, which ignited
awave of religious violence across India.
Water Minister Uma Bharti, as well as Lal
Krishna Advani and M M Joshi, two leaders in
Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), were
among 12 present at the court in Lucknow as

. the judge read out the
charges against them.

"The Court has invoked
an additional charge of
criminal conspiracy
against them. They will all
now face a joint trial,"

MM Joshi  prosecution lawyer R K
Yadav told reporters.

The trio denied any involvement in the
demolition of the mosque, but the court
ruled there was "enough evidence on record”
to bring charges of criminal conspiracy.

They were granted bail.

Before the ruling, Bharti said she did not
consider herself a criminal and saw no

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

Tigers crumble to
heavy defeat

SPORTS REPORTER

Bowling became a big concern after the warm-up loss
against Pakistan, but yesterday's 240-run loss to India also

exposed Bangladesh's batting at the Oval.
Apart from Tamim Igbal's century in the first warm-up,
there were not many encouraging features to take into the
SEE PAGE 10 COL 1
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and Sehri, remain
fit & healthy
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ROHINGYA ABUSES

Indian rights
lawyer to lead
UN probe

REUTERS, Yangon

The United Nations yester-
day appointed an Indian
human rights lawyer and
two other experts to a fact-
finding mission investigat-
ing alleged killings, rape
and torture by security
forces against Rohingya
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Muslims in Myanmar's
Rakhine state.

The mission will be led
by Indira Jaising, an advo-
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cate of the Supreme Court
of India, a UN statement
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SEHRI, IFTAR TIMINGS
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PRAYER TIMING MAY 31
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 3-45 12-45 5-00 6-45 8-05
JAMAAT 3-55 1-15 5-15 6-55 8-35
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