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Bad time for mango 2%

orchardists in hills =

SANJOY KUMAR BARUA with ANDREW EAGLE

Mango orchardists in Bandarban are facing
serious difficulties this year due to a lack of
rain. March and April are important months
for growers, when mangoes develop from
buds into fruit on the way to ripening. The
current drought-like conditions are taking
their toll. Mangoes, including of the amrapali
and rangua varieties which usually do very
well in the hill districts, have been falling
from the trees early.

“The heat has been excessive,” says one
grower, Jirkung Bawm from Laimi Para.
“The weather during the flowering season
wasn't ideal and it adversely affects produc-
tion.” Many local mango orchardists are
facing losses this year due to the unfavour-
able weather.

According to Bandarban's agriculture
extension department office, the district last
year produced at least 81,940 tonnes of
mangoes on 4,820 hectares. This year while
orchards have grown to cover 6,900 hect-
ares, expected production targets are
unlikely to be met. “This year mango pro-
duction might reach only 40,000 tonnes in
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total,” one officer says.

“The extremely dry and hot weather is
responsible for the fall in production this
season,” notes the department's Deputy
Director Altaf Hossain. “Low rainfall is not
good for developing fruit.”

“Mango production from my three-acre
orchard has fallen by 55 percent this year,”
says grower Chang Path Mro from Thanchi.

But for growers the situation isn't all bad.
As a result of stifled production, orchardists
predict market prices for mangoes will be
pricier this year. “Last year | earned around
Tk 8 lakh from my five-acre mango
orchard,” says Jewel Bawm from Chimbuk
Road area. "Already this year [ have earned
Tk 4 lakh from the same land.”

Disease is also proving to be a business
challenge this year. “I bought the mangoes
from a five-acre orchard a month ago for
around Tk. 6 lakh,” says trader Md Saleh
Uddin. “But I find most of the fruit has been
infected with an unknown disease over the
last two weeks, with infected mangoes rot-
ting within seven to ten days.” It's a problem
affecting orchards in many areas of the
district.

Mangoes are falling off trees before ripening in the hill areas of Bandarban as the growth of the popular summer fruit in
the district has been badly affected due to lack of sufficient rain in the region this year. The photo was taken from an
orchard beside Bandarban-Chimbuk road a couple of days ago.

Cop dies in
scuffle with
colleague

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Dvinajpur

A policeman died in a scuf-
fle with his colleague at a
police outpost in
Mohadevpur upazila of
Naogaon on Monday.

The deceased was Abu
Helal, 56, a constable posted
at Raiga Matajihat police
outpost under Mohadevpur
Police Station in Naogaon. He
hailed from Ullahpara
upazilain Sirajganj.

Police arrested constable
Naimul Hasan, 55, in con-
nection with the incident,

Mizanur Rahman, officer-
in-charge of the police station,
said the two constables locked
in an altercation at the police
outpost duringiftar.

At one stage, Naimul
Hasan pushed Abu Helal
strongly against a wall.

He was rushed to the
upazila health complex where

PHOTO: STAR doctors declared him dead.

Woman murdered
for dowry, 2 held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A housewife was killed allegedly by her
husband and in-laws for dowry at Char-
Ojodha village in Char Bhadrasan
upazila of the district on Monday
night.

The deceased, Farzana Bonni, 23, was
daughter of Babul Sardar of Aliabad village
in Faridpur Sadar upazila.

Police arrested her husband Milon
Sheikh, 32, and his father Abdul Malek
for their alleged involvement in the
murder,

Babul Sarder alleged that Milon had been
torturing Farzana, mother of a baby girl, for
dowry since their marriage about three years
ago and finally beat her to death on Monday
night.

“Only a couple of days ago, I gave Milon
Tk 2 lakh to buy an auto-rickshaw but he
kept demanding more and tortured my
daughter,” Babul said.

Sub-inspector Swapan Kumar of Char
Bhadrasan Police Station said police
recovered the body and sent it to
Faridpur Medical College Hospital for
autopsy.

MATS female student
found killed in lift

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A female student of Medical Assistant Training School
(MATS) under Thengamara Mahila Sabuj Shangha (TMSS)
in the district was found killed in an under-construction lift
on Monday.

The deceased was Ismat Ara
Parvin, 20, daughter of Gaziul Islam
of Holidaboga village in Sonatola
upazila. She recently took the fourth
year final examination from MATS.
She was serving at TMSS Medical
College Hospital at Gokul area on a
temporary basis and used to livein a
nearby mess.

Ismat's body was found in an
under-construction lift of the hospital in Sadar upazila.

Victim's father Gaziul said a man named Mizan called
[smat's mother yesterday and said their daughter died fall-
ing from the roof of TMSS hospital.

Her scarf, two cellphones and jewellery were missing, her
parents said.

TMSS Deputy Executive Director Dr Matiur Rahman
denied any connection of the deceased with the hospital.

Sadar Police Station Officer-in-Charge (investigation)
Aslam Ali said they are not sure whether she was killed or
committed suicide.

The body was sent to Shaheed Zaiur Rahman Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

Pabna AL man dies
in factional clash

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

An activist of ruling Awami League was
killed and at least six others were injured
when two factions of the party clashed on
Monday allegedly for establishing control
over different construction works of Bera
municipality.

The deceased, Abdul Alim Khan, 45, son
of Abdur Rahman, was a resident of
Hatigara village in Bera upazila.

Locals said there had been a longstand-
ing rivalry between Alim and his party rival
Shafi Hossain of the village for establishing
control over the construction works of the
municipality.

As a sequel, both the groups equipped
with sharp weapons locked in a fierce clash in
Natunpara area around 10:30pm, leaving at
least seven people from both sides injured.

Of them, Alim succumbed to his injuries
on way to Bera Upazila Health Complex,
said Officer-in-Charge Abdul Motalib of
Bera Police Station, adding, that the rest are
now undergoing treatment at Bera Upazila
Health Complex.

On information, police recovered the
body and sent it to Pabna Medical College
Hospital for autopsy, the OC added.

Support for Tuhin

to continue study
Gouripur UNO also helps his poor

Jamily after The Baily Star report

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Man to die for
killing wife

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

A court here yesterday sen-
tenced a man to death for
killing his wife in Manikganj
Sadarupazilain 2009,

Tuhin Mia, a poor bright boy in Gouripur upazila under the
district, is now relieved of the financial concern for continu-
ation of his higher study, thanks to the initiative of the
upazila nirhabi officer.

Tuhin, a GPA-5 achiever in this year's Secondary School

Certificate

Government High School in Gouripur, started working as a
day labourer to manage his college admission fees as his
fatheris too hard-pressed.

"Seeing reports in the newspapers including The Daily
Star's Monday issue, I became inspired to do something for
Tuhin and visited their house at Satisa in the upazila on
Monday," said UNO Margina Akter.

She handed over two bundles of corrugated tin sheet and
Tk 11,000 to Tuhin's family at a programme at her office
yesterday afternoon.

"We will take all necessary steps for smooth continuation
of Tuhin's study. The upazila administration has already

The convict is Rubel
Molla, 35, of Sorundi village
in the upazila.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Al-Mahmud
Faijul Kabir also fined the
convict Tk 10 thousand.

According to the case
statement, Rubel strangled
his wife Rehana Begum
allegedly over a family feud
on September 25 in 2009
while she was asleep.

Locals caught him while
he was fleeing the scene after
committing the murder.

Deceased's father Ibrahim
Mia filed a case with Sadar
Police Station against Rubel

examinations from Rajendra Kishore

included the family under the government's 'Shelter for All' | the following day.
programme,” said the UNO. SI Aminur Rahman submit-
Thanking the UINO for her benevolent initiative, Tuhin said | ted the charge sheet before the

a few other generous people have also contacted with him.
Tuhin, a science student, wants to be a doctor.

court against Rubel on
Decernber23 the same year.

Over a hundred trees of Pashchim Modhukhali reserve forest in Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali have been felled on the
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pretext of repairing a flood control embankment under Water Development Board.

REPAIR OF FLOOD CONTROL DYKE

Over 100 trees telled

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Operator of the machine seeking anonymity

More than one hundred trees have been cut down in
Pashchim (West) Modhukhali reserve forest in
Kalapara upazila under the district in the name of

repairing a flood control embankment.

Locals said Water Development Board (WDB)
has started repairing a total of 25 km of a flood
control embankment in different areas of the
upazila at a cost of Tk 2.60 crore. Twelve contrac-
tors are doing the work, and most of them use
machines instead of labourers to cut earth. Trees
get uprooted when the earth is cut with machines,

they said.

Md Shahidul Islam of Madhukhali village said
over 100 trees have already been cut down in the
reserve forest area to repair the embankment that is

situated beside the forest,

When machines cut down earth deeply, nearby
trees get uprooted. Some local men cut these trees

into pieces and attempt to loot it, he said.

Trees would be saved if the earth was cut by labour-

ers, hesaid.

Abul Kalam, another local resident, said, contrac-
tor's men cut down trees intentionally. They could
save trees if they were sincere in the work, he said.

said trees are uprooted when earth is removed from
around their roots. "We have no bad intention," he
said.

WDB Kalapara office source said Kamal Hossain
is contractor of the work. This correspondent tried
several times to communicate with him but failed as
he didn't receive the calls.

Lincon Bayen, Barisal divisional coordinator for
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association
(BELA), said, "We should give priority to protect the
environment in implementing any project.”

Nobody should damage environment by cutting
trees unnecessarily in the name of project imple-
mentation, he said.

Abul Khayer, executive engineer of WDB in
Kalapara, said, "We heard about the matter and
trying our best to stop cutting of trees from the
reserve forest. Trees should be kept alive considering
environmental impact.”

Abul Kalam, an officer of Kalapara upazila forest
office, said they are trying their best to stop use of
machines in cutting earth.

Steps would be taken against those who are
involved in cutting or uprooting trees without per-
mission from forest department, he said.
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Man to walk
gallows for
killing girl
after rape

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

A Jessore court yesterday
sentenced a man to death
in a case for killing a minor
girl after rape in 2014,

The convict is Lavlu, son
of Entaj Ali of Eranda village
in Jessore Sadar upazila.

Judge of Women and
Children Repression Prevention
Court Amit Kumar Dey also
fined him Tk one lakh.

Another accused of the
case Anwar Hossain died
during the trial.

Public Prosecutor Idirs Ali
said Lavlu and Anwar stran-
gled Sabina, 8, daughter of

: Billal Hossain, after raping

her at a field in Eranda vil-
lage on March 23 in 2014.

After examining witnesses
and evidence, the judge found
Lavlu guilty and pronounced
the verdict, said the PP,

Son held for treating
mother inhumanly

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Police yesterday arrested a man on charge of
treating his 85-year-old mother inhumanly
in Phulbaria upazila.

The arrestee is Muklesur Rahman, said
OC Sheikh Kabirul Islam of Phulbaria
Police Station.

Victim Bibi Morium, widow of Muslem
Uddin, is mother ofthree sonsand two daughters.

Of the sons, Muklesur works as a surveyor
while Mobarak Hossain and Marfat Mia are
day labourers.

The sons, all married, live in tin-shed
houses but they consider their mother as a
huge burden. They always treat her with
utter negligence, said locals.

The trio serve food to Morium by rota-
tion and she was recently sent to Marfat's
house as the turn of eldest son Muklesur
ended on Wednesday.

Marfat became angry at his mother's
return and as he could not send Morium to
any of his two brothers immediately, he sent
her to sleep in his polythene wrapped cow-
shed beside a bush the same night.

When Morium was asleep, some foxes bit her
legs early Thursday. She is now undergoing treat-
mentat Mymensingh Medical College Hospital.
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