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Young couple
'‘commit
suicide’

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

A young couple, who were in
love, committed suicide as
their families refused to accept
their affair in Biral upazila of
the district yesterday:

The deceased were iden-
tified as Chandan Kumar
Roy, 17, son of Atin
Chandra Roy of
Shahargram village in the
upazila, and Chhaya Rani
Devsharma, 15, daughter
of Nilkanta Devsharma.

On information, police
recovered the bodies hanging
from a tree branch at
Shisgram village in the morn-
ing, and sent those to Abdur
Rahim Medical College
Hospital for autopsy.

Quoting locals, Officer-
in-Charge Abdul Mazid of
Biral Police Station said
although the couple had
been in love for quite some
time, neither of their fami-
lies accepted their relation.

Being disappointed, they
decided to end their lives,
added the OC.

Missing man
found dead

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

A man who had been miss-
ing since Friday was found
dead in a rubber garden at
Gojalia area under Lama
upazilla of the district on
Saturday night,

The victim was Md
Kamal Uddin, 40, son of
late Aju Mia.

Officer-in-Charge (OC)
of Lama Police Station Md
Anwar Hossain said Kamal
went to Gojalia from Sarai
taking a passenger on his
motorcycle on Friday night
and had remained missing
since then.

Locals found his body in
a rubber garden and
informed the police, who
sent the body to Bandarban
Sadar Hospital morgue for

autopsy.
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The Langulia river at Balla village in Kalihati upazila of Tangail now contains highly coloured liquid as untreated toxic wastes from
nearby textile factories find their way directly to the water body.

Toxic wastes pollute two rivers

Weavers, yarn processing unit owners blame each other for polluting

Langulia and Fatikjani rivers in Tangail

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Rampant dumping of untreated
toxic wastes from textile factories
for years has polluted water of the
Langulia and Fatikjani rivers in the
district.

The water is unusable and pollu-
tion is threatening aquatic life and
crops, locals said.

There are about 1,500 small and big
yarn dyeing and processing facto-
ries at over a dozen weavers' villages
beside the two rivers in Kalihati
upazila.

The local factories have been releas-
ing the untreated toxic wastes into
the rivers, detying the factory act.
The factories have been running
without effluent treatment plants
when the factory law says the
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authorities have to dispose of the
chemical wastes in a pond or pit on
its compound.

The local weavers blamed own-
ers of the riverside yarn processing
units for the pollution while the
factory owners blamed the riverside
weavers.

During a recent visit to the weav-
ers' villages -- Balla, Singair, Bir
Pakutia, Tenguria, Chhatihati,
Behalabari and Ratanganj -- this
correspondent saw the polluted
and smelly water of the Langulia
river flowing into the Fatikjani river.

The locals said they cannot use
the water for bathing and washing
clothes or bathing cattle.

Some fishermen told this corre-
spondent that the rivers were full of
various fish previously, but those

have gone now due to the pollution.

Abul Kashem of Bir Pakutia said
the water is so polluted that his
cattle suffered from diarrhoea after
drinking it.

Shamim Mia of Balla said local
people suffer from different water-
borne diseases, including skin, after
coming in contact with the pol-
luted water.

Elderly person Shishir Das of
Balla said the 30-kilometre
Langulia river originates from the
Jamuna river at Bhuapur upazila
and falls into the Fatikjani river in
Balla area. The Fatikjani ends at the
Bonshai river at Ratanganj in
Kalihati upazila.

The Langulia started dying after a
flood control embankment was
constructed in Pachtikri area of

Bhuapur upazila, restraining the flow
of the river, over two decades ago.

Since then, the local influential
people started grabbing the river
banks, leaving it almost dead, he
added.

Now only a little amount of
water enters the Langulia from the
Fatikjani river when it overflows
during the rainy season, Shishir
said.

Deputy Director of the
Directorate of Environment Amirul
Islam told this correspondent that
the boiled water released from the
yarn processing factories is not as
hazardous as the toxic dye-mixed
water dumped by the weavers.

"Necessary steps will be taken
against the polluters after investiga-
tion into the matter,” he added.
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Hearing on Tomal's
bail prayer June 5

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A Pabna court yesterday fixed June 5 for hearing on the bail
petition of Shirhan Sherif Tomal and 11 Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) and Jubo League activists.

Earlier, police arrested Tomal, son of Land Minister
Shamsur Rahman Sherif, along with 11 BCL and Jubo League
activists on charge of vandalising the house of BCL leader
Jubayer Biswas in Ishwardi upazila on May 19. Two more
criminal cases were filed against them. Tomal is shown

arrested in all the charges.

"We placed the bail prayer to Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Rezaul Karim's court. The court fixed June 5 for the next
hearing, " said advocate Abdul Ahad, lawyer of the arrestees.

The same court earlier rejected the bail prayer of Tomal
and the other arrestees on May 21.

A group of ruling party men led by Tomal and Razib Sarkar,
president and general secretary of Ishwardi Jubo League,
vandalised the house of upazila BCL President Jubaer Biswas
in Aminpara, They also vandalised a restaurant, a business
house in Ishwardi municipality area and a few other build-
ings in the upazila headquarters on Thursday over establish-

ingsupremacy in the area.

Jubayer's father Atiar Rahman filed a case with Ishwardi

Police Station, accusing Tomal and 32 other named people.

Struggle for study

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Brilliant Tuhin Mia, who secured GPA-5 in the Secondary
School Certificate (SSC) examinations this year, is still
uncertain about continuing his future studies due to acute
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ishing cat dies in

Lawacherra road crash

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

A fishing cat of vulnerable species and a
monkey were crushed to death under the
wheels of motor vehicles in Lawacherra
forest under Kamalgan] upazila of
Moulvibazaryesterday morning.

The vehicles that killed the animals
could not be identified, forest depart-
ment officials said.

Kamalganj-Sreemangal road and a
rail route pass through Lawacherra
National Park and there were several
incidents of wildlife getting killed by
vehicles and trains using the routes.

Earlier on April 16 night, a Eurasian
wild boar and its baby were killed as a
high-speed motorbike ran over them at
the parking entrance point in Lawacherra
forest, forest department sources said.

"Wild animals come out from the
jungle at night in search of food. At night

the vehicles run too fast and it sometimes

causes death of wildlife," said Tabibur
Rahman, assistant conservator of Wildlife
Management and Nature Conservation

Department in Moulvibazar.

The fishing cat that was killed yes-
terday is a medium-sized one. Fishing
cats live mostly in the vicinity of
wetlands, along rivers, streams, oxbow
lakes and swamps. It is a native to

South and Southeast Asia, he added.

Md Nurul Mohmain Milton, general
secretary of Environmental Journalists
Forum, said he raised the issue of the
safety of wildlife in Lawacherra forest

area in several meetings.

Mihir Kumar Doe, divisional forest
officer (wildlife), told this correspon-
dent since 2016, fishing cat is listed as
‘vulnerable' on the IUCN Red List.
Fishing cat population is threatened
due to destruction of their habitat
including wetlands over the last

decade,

financial crisis.

construction site in Mirpur area of Dhaka.

While talking to this corre-
spondent over phone on
Saturday, Tuhin said he and
his elder brother Shahin Mia
went to the capital for work
purpose about three days ago.

“Before coming to Dhaka, I
and my brother worked as day
labourers at a brick field in
Gouripur,” Tuhin said.

‘1 am working here to
manage my admission fees
and other educational
expenses,” Tuhin added.

Tuhin, son of a sweetmeat
shop worker, said after pass-
ing JSC examinations he

Tuhin Mia

for something better.

Akhter to continue their study:.

The sixteen-year old boy, who wants to be a doctor in future,
made the result from Rajendra Kishore Government High
School in Gouripur upazila as a student of science group.

Finding no way out to continue his college education, Y|
Tuhin, who came from an ultra-poor family in Satisa village | | 2/
in Gouripur, is now working as a day labourer at a building | | @/

joined a local brick field as a temporary worker to manage
his educational expenses and continued till going to Dhaka

Tuhin's father Sobhan Mia said due to extreme poverty
he could not help his eldest son Shahin and daughter Runa

Abdul Malek, physical teacher of Rajendra Kishore
Government High School, said the boy has a good
reputation as an all-rounder in school cricket at
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upazila and district levels.

Man dies in AL

infighting

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A man was killed and 15 others were injured
in a clash between two factions of Awami
League at Lankhandia village in Shaltha

upazila yesterday.

The deceased was Sarro Matabbor, 35,
son of Khadim Matabbor of the village.

Locals said there was a longstanding con-
flict between Habibur Rahman, chairman of
Gotti Union Parishad, and Hafizur Matabbor,
a local AL leader, over establishing supremacy
in the area. Hafijur's father was also an AL

leader who was killed by his rivals last year.

As a sequel to the conflict, supporters of
Habibur and Hafizur attacked each other with
lethal weapons, leaving Sarro dead on the spot

and 15 others from both sides injured.

4 including 3 kids drown

STAR COUNTRY Desk

A man and his son among four
people drowned in Lalmonirhat
and Brahmanbaria in the last two
days.

A man and his eight-year-old son
drowned in a pond near their home
at Kashiram village in Kaliganj
upazila of Lalmonirhat yesterday,
reports our correspondent.

The victims were Dabiar
Rahman, 35, son of Shukur Ali, and
his son Nirob of the village.

Locals said Nirob went to take
bath in the pond while his father sat
onits bank.

When Nirob was drowning,
Dabiar jumped into the water to

| rescue his son but the duo drowned

at one stage, said Magbul Hossain,
officer-in-charge of Kaliganj Police
Station.

Meanwhile, two children
drowned in a pond at Sharifpur
village in Ashuganj upazila of
Brahmanbaria on Saturday, reports
our correspondent.

The deceased were Shila Moni, 5,
daughter of Yousuf Miah, and
Suborna Akter, 4, daughter of Babul
Miah of the village.

Locals said Shila and Suborna
drowned in water while taking bath
in a pond near their house around
2:00pm.

Officer-in-Charge of Ashuganj
Police Station Md Badrul Alam
Talukder confirmed the incident.

Train kills one

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

A youth was killed when he
was knocked down by a
train on Lalmonirhat-
Kurigram route at Batertol
railway level crossing in
Sadarupazila on Saturday.

The deceased was Enamul
Haque, 22, a helper of three-
wheeler, locally known as
Bhatbhati.

Locals said Batertol level
crossing is without any rail
gate and gateman.

When the Bhatbhati was
crossing the level crossing, a
Kurigram-bound train hit it,
leaving the helper dead on
the spot and the driver criti-

| callyinjured.
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