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Back to back
tragedy for
a family

Khulna BNP calls
hartal for today
over Mithu killing

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Sohel

Sarder was

a class-1V
student in
1998 when
his father |
was gunned
down. His eldest brother
was killed in 2010 when he
was a college student,

Youngest among five
brothers, Sohel lost another
brother, Sarder Alauddin
Mithu, Thursday night.

“We have become habit-
uated to seeing our family
members getting killed
over the years,” he told The
Daily Star yesterday at his
house in Damodar of
Khulna's Phultala upazila.

“All three murders have
been committed in a
planned way ... I know very
well who the killers are.
Everyone knows them.
Even law enforcers too
know them. But who will
arrest them? They all are
influential people.”

Mithu, organising secre-
tary of the district BNP and
former upazila chairman,
was shot dead at his office
near his home around
10:00pm Thursday.

A group of five to six
men in two motorcycles
went to Mithu's office and
opened fire, killing him on
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Physically challenged Syed Ali pulls his three-wheeler on way to sell herbal medicine in Shatmatha of Bogra. A
high school dropout, makes around Tk 500 a day from the trade to support his three-member family and the

elderly mother. The photo was taken late last month.
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Disability couldn't stop him

MAMUN-UR-RASHID with ANDREW EAGLE

Syed Ali, 32, from Botivavanga village in Durgahata
union of Bogra's Gabtoli upazila was born physically
challenged. His legs are withered below the knees such
that he cannot stand. Yet he has done his best to live an
independent life and in doing so, the humble medicine
trader has become an inspiration to others.

“It was only for the help of my mother and the kindness
of my teachers and the other students at Durgahata pri-
mary and high schools that I was able to study up until call
eight,” he says. Syed Ali was well-known in the supportive
rural village where he was raised, one of five siblings.

“We used to help him to sit on the school bench,” says
old school friend and NGO activist Motiur Rahman.
“Sometimes we assisted him to get to and from school as
well. Syed Ali's mental strength impressed us the most.
Heisan inspiration.”

“It was difficult to manage his disability and his
schooling when he was growing up,” says his mother
Asma Akter, a widow of several years. “But with a lot of
effort and assistance from my husband, we managed as
we could, and these days  am so proud of him since he is
more attentive that our other children.”

When his older brothers established their own lives and
stopped contributing to his parents’ household income,
Syed Ali too vowed to claim financial independence. “I
didn't wantto depend on the money of others,” he recalls.

Three years ago, he left his parental home to live in a
slum beside Bogra bus stand with his wife Reshma
Begum and their two-year-old daughter Raciya. A local
mechanic put together a three-wheel vehicle-of-sorts for
Syed Ali, which he could power with his hands to achieve
some mobility. He started selling ointments and herbal
remedies to earn as income,
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Imam hacked
to death inside
N'ganj mosque

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Narayanganj

A “mentally challenged”
man hacked an imam to
death inside a mosque in
Narayanganj last night. The
same man had killed the
imam's wife in a similar
fashion 10 years ago, said
police.

The incident at Mati
Mosque in Gobindapur
Majhipara village of
Rupganj upazila left
another person injured.

Zahirul Islam, the sus-
pect, stormed the mosque
around 8:30pm when
imam Abdul Majid Munshi
and Habibur Miah were
offering their Esha prayers,
said Shahadat Hossain, in-
charge of the local police
camp.

He started hacking them
with a sharp weapon and
left being chased away by
others.

Majid died on his way to
Rupganj Upazila Health
Complex, the OC said,
adding that police were
trying to catch Zahirul.
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PRAYER TIMING MAY 27

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-05 12-45 5-00 6-40 8-00
JAMAAT 4-40 1-15 5-15 645 8-30

Taiwan's 'forest bus'
charms passengers

AFP, Taipei

With moss-covered seats and an explosion of lush
plants and flowers throughout its interior the "forest
bus" offers a fragrant leafy ride for passengers used
to crammed public transport in Taiwan's capital.

The ordinary single-deck city bus has been con-
verted into a travelling green house decorated with
orchids, ginger lilies and a variety of ferns is running
on a special route through Taipei, with stops includ-
ing an art museum, a popular temple and a night
market.

Florist Alfie Lin, who created the temporary
installation, said he wanted to bring a touch of
nature to commuters' busy routines.

"I hope the publicwill feel that it's a beautiful and
interesting experience,” he told AFP.
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Drink at Iftar
and Sehri, remain
fit & healthy

Foh7za

A trader piles up burnt books at a shup in the l:apltai s Nilkhet area last night after a
fire damaged some 20 bookshops at a market there. The fire broke out around

8:00pm. Firefighters doused the flames after about an hour.
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Sri Lanka floods,
landslides kill 91

110 missing; govt appeals for int'l help

AFP, Colombo

Flooding and landslides killed at least 91
people and left another 110 missing in Sri
Lanka as the monsoon set in yesterday,
dumping record rainfalls in many parts of
the island, authorities said.

About 20,000 people were also driven
out of their homes in the south and western
parts of the country, the Disaster
Management Centre (DMC) said.

“There are some areas where we are
unable to reach, but relief operations are
under way," deputy minister for disaster
management Dunesh Gankanda told
reporters in Colombo.

The DMC said the toll rose to 91 dead and
another 110 missing as reports came in from
areas which had been inaccessible earlier in
the day.

The highest numbers of fatalities were
from Ratnapura, the country's gem hub,
where the Kalu river burst its banks and
inundated the main town which is about
100 kilometres (60 miles) east of Colombo.

Nearly 500 homes were either damaged
or destroyed due to flooding as well as land-
slides, DMC director of operations, Rear
Admiral A A P Liyanage told AFP.

Most of the deaths were due to mountain

sides collapsing on homes, he said.

The met department said the worst of the
rains may be over, but there could be down-
stream flooding in the next few days and the
authorities issued evacuation orders for
thousands of people.

The government arranged temporary
shelters in schools and other public build-
ings for people in low-lying areas to move
in, the DMC said.

The military has deployed thousands of
troops to reach marooned villagers and the
air force carried out several rescue opera-
tions to pluck people from rooftops of
flooded homes.
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