(From left) President of the European Council Donald Tusk, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, US President Donald Trump, ltalian Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni, French President
Emmanuel Macron, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Britain's Prime Minister Theresa May and President of the
European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker pose for a family photo at the ancient Greek Theatre of Taormina during

the Heads of State and of Government G7 summit, in Sicily, yesterday.

"Toughest G7 summit in yrs'
begins amid Trump fears

AFP, Taormina

G7 leaders yesterday held annual
summit talks with divisions on trade
and climate change, and fresh friction
surrounding Donald Trump, threaten-
ing to undermine a show of unity
against jihadist terrorism.

“There is no doubt that this will be
the most challenging G7 summit in
years," European Union president
Donald Tusk predicted, setting the
tone for the two-day meet in Sicily's
ancient hilltop resort of Taormina.

The meeting comes days after sev-
eral children were among 22 people
killed in a concert bomb attack in
Manchester, northwest England.

British Prime Minister Theresa May
was to lead a discussion on terrorism
and issue a call for G7 countries to put
more pressure on internet companies
to ensure extremist content is quickly
taken offline and notified to authori-
ties.

With the Islamic State group on the
retreat in Iraq and Syria, "the fight is
moving from the battlefield to the
internet", May would tell her col-
leagues, aides said, before flying home
early to oversee the ongoing "critical”
security situation in Britain.

US officials acknowledged they
were expecting a difficult discussion
on trade after reports that Trump had
described the Germans as "bad, very
bad" and vowed to stop them selling
millions of cars in the United States,
during a meeting with senior EU offi-
cials in Brussels on Thursday:.

Both US and EU officials confirmed
the outspoken president had raised the

auto trade issue but sought to play
down the language used, as Trump
shared friendly words with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and other
leaders heading into the G7 gathering,

White House economic advisor
Gary Cohn said that trade would be a
"big topic" overall after Trump rode to
power on an "America First" platform
of protectionism.

"We are going to continue to fight
for what we believe is right, which is
free, open and fair trade, which the
president has been very clear on what
that means," Cohn said. "We will have
a very robust discussion on trade.”

With May and Trump among four
new faces in the club of the world's
major democracies, the gathering in
Italy was billed as a key test of how
serious the new US administration is
about implementing its radical policy
agenda, particularly on climate
change.

Senior officials are preparing to
work overtime in a bid to bridge what
appear to be irreconcilable differences
over Trump's declared intention of
ditching the US commitment to the
landmark Paris accord on curbing
carbon emissions.

Officials acknowledge the summit
is effectively about damage limitation
against a backdrop of fears among US
partners that the Trump presidency
could undermine the international
order in place since World War IL.

For Trump, the talks will be the final
leg of his first presidential foray over-
seas.

The gruelling week-long trip briefly
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diverted attention from domestic
concerns focused on alleged campaign
collusion with Russia.

But that issue reared up again over-
night as it emerged the FBI is examin-
ing his son-in-law Jared Kushner's
contacts with the Russian ambassador
in connection with the probe of
alleged interference in the election
campaign by Moscow.

US officials had hoped the globe-
trotting trip would enable Trump to
position himself as a more statesman-
like figure and he enjoyed largely posi-
tive coverage on his stops in Saudi
Arabia, Israel and the Palestinian terri-
tories, and at the Vatican.

But some of that has been undone
by now-viral images of the billionaire
tycoon shoving his way past other
leaders at a NATO summit in Brussels
on Thursday, and by his reported com-
ments on Germany.

The other new face is France's
youthful president, Emmanuel
Macron, who has vowed to defend the
Paris climate change deal agreed in
2015.

Macron met May just before the
summit and promised France would
do "everything we can" to help Britain
in the fight against terrorism.

Japan was using the summit to air
its concerns about North Korea with
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe set to warn
that Pyongyang "is a grave threat not
only to East Asia butalso to the world".

Abe met Trump in Sicily and the US
leader bullishly promised the problem
posed by North Korea's missile and
nuclear programmes "will be solved",

Shyamal Kanti
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and punish those who insulted the
schoolteacher and filed the "false" case.

The demands were made at two
demonstrations organised by two
platforms of students and activists --
Chattra-Shikkhok-Shilpi-
Sangskrtikormi O Nagorikbrindo and
Gaurab-71 -- in front of the National
Museum in the capital's Shahbagh.

Shyamal landed in jail in the brib-
ery case filed by one of his colleagues.
His bail petition is now pending with
the Narayanganj Sessions Judge's
Court, and hearing on the petition is
scheduled for May 31.

On May 13 last year, Shyamal was
forced to do squats holding ears in
presence of local Jatiya Party law-
maker AKM Salim Osman over alle-
gation of making derogatory remarks
about religion.

But a judicial inquiry found untrue
the allegation against the teacher. It
also found that Shyamal was forced
to do squats holding ears on Salim's
instructions.

Speaking at a demonstration,
Golam Kuddus, eminent cultural
activist and president of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote, claimed that the case
was false, and it was lodged under
influence of Salim.

Rights activists Khushi Kabir said
the Osman family was involved in
different crimes that happened in the
district.

"How can they do whatever they
want to do? Are they beyond law and
justice?” asked Khushi, coordinator
of Nijera Kori.

Rival militias clash
in Libya capital

AFP, Tripoli

Fierce clashes erupted yesterday
between rival armed groups in the
Libyan capital Tripoli, seat of the coun-
try's UN-backed unity government.

Tripoli has been gripped by a
power struggle between dozens of
militias since a Nato-backed uprising
toppled longtime dictator Moamer
Gaddafi in 2011.

AFP journalists heard explosions and
artillery fire as fighting broke out in the
Abu Slim, Al-Hadhba and Salaheddin
districts in the south of the city.

Removal
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“Unfortunately, the debate has been
diverted to sculpture versus statue. In
actuality, this does not have any rela-

tion to religion. This reactionary step is
unfortunate for the nation,” the state-

ment read.

The statement comes at a time when
the social media is being taken by
storm over the issue, and alongside,
Islamists are demanding removal of all
statues across the country.

The statue was taken down in the
late hours of last night, a month after
Islamist group Hefazat-e-Islam
demanded its removal from the SC
premises.

Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister
Rashed Khan Menon, belonging to
Workers' Party, termed the incident a
“shameless surrender”.

He made the remark at a discus-
sion at the Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh in the capital yesterday
organised by the Workers Party of
Bangladesh marking 100th anniver-
sary of “October Revolution in
1917

Earlier on April 11, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at a meeting with the
Ulemas from Qawmi madrasas said
she personally did not like the statue
on the SC premises either.

Later on April 17, Hasina told her
cabinet colleagues that she had asked
the chief justice either to remove the
statue or reinstall it at another place so
that it cannot be seen from the
National Eidgah.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad in a statement said it seemed
that the removal of the statue is a com-
promise of the government with fun-
damental forces.

This incident will be considered
disgraceful and shameful for the
nation, its prosperity, and for the prac-
tice of free thinking.

It is a threat to the spirit of the
Liberation War in an independent and
sovereign country, said Dr Fauzia
Moslem, acting president of the
parishad, and Maleka Banu, its general
secretary.

Meanwhile, Greater Chittagong Hill
Tracts Hill Students' Council (PCP) in
a statement said Awami League most

of the time speaks against fundamen-
talism, but they also make the funda-

mentalists stronger by patronising
them.

In Chittagong, different organisa-
tions also protested removal of the
statue.

Bangladesh Chhatra Front, Nari
Mukti Kendra, Charan Sangskritik
Kendra, Chhatra Federation, Chhatra
Union, Jubo Union and Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB) organised
separate protest rallies at port city's
Cheragi intersection and on press club
premises.

Advocate Bishumoy Dey, former
Chhatra front leader; Joytu Sushil,
Chhatra front school affairs secretary;
Mejbah Ahmed, organiser of Charan
Cultural centre; Julekha Akther and
Asma Akther member and president
of Nari Mukti Kendra Chittagong
district committee; spoke at the pro-
test programmes at Cheragi intersec-
tion.

Chittagong city unit Chhatra
Federation also held a protest rally on
press club premises.

Mango
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sell their products.

Asheaful Haque, a mango trader of
Masjidpara in town, said mangoes,
especially gopalbhog, were available
at the market, but presence of cus-
tomers was very thin.

Another trader Sukumar Saha of
Mistripara in the town came to the
market with 32 maund of gopalbhog
but could not sell those due to absence
of adequate number of buyers.

Most traders say prospect buyers
were unaware of the start of sale.
They add they were selling gopalbhog
at Tk 1,800 to Tk 2,200 per maund at
Puraton Bazar market.

Monjurul Huda, deputy director of
DAE, Chapainawabganj, said harvest
started yesterday, but different dates
had been fixed for different varieties
of mangoes depending on the ripen-
ing nature of different varieties.

He added there are more than 19
lakh mango trees on 26,150 hectares
of land in the district that produced
2.4 lakh tonnes of mangoes last year.

Official sources say the area of the
mango orchards as well as the num-
ber of trees has increased in the dis-
trict. Last year the number of trees
was 19 lakh on 24,470 hectares of
land, they add.
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Attempt to
kill pregnant
housewife

Husband arrested

OQuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A pregnant woman suffered severe
burns as her husband allegedly
attempted to kill her by setting fire to
her over family feud in Patuakhali's
Kalapara upazila on Thursday night.

The victim, Fatima Begum, 24, is
undergoing treatment at Barisal Sher-
e-Bangla Medical College Hospital.

Doctors of Kalapara Upazila
Health Complex, where the victim
was first taken to, said she had burns
on around 75 percent of her body.

Police arrested Fatima's husband
Sobhan Gazi from Natun Bazar area
in Kalapara upazila town.

Sobhan maintains the four-
member family by catching and
selling crab and frog.

Talking to this correspondent,
victim's cousin Sumon said Fatima
and Sobhan were going through a
financial crisis.

Fatima is three months pregnant
and their lone daughter Rupa is leav-
ing with Sobhan's mother at Natun
Bazar.

On Thursday night, Fatima and
Sobhan had a quarrel over a family
matter at their Nachnapara house. At
one stage, Sobhan set fire to her sari
around 8:00pm, Sumon said.

Hearing Fatima's screams, neigh-
bours rescued and took her to
Kalapara Upazila Health Complex.
Later, she was referred to Barisal Sher-
e-Bangla Medical College Hospital
for better treatment.

Sumon filed a case against Sobhan
with Kalapara Police Station at that
night,

GM Shah Newaz, officer-in-charge
of Kalapara Police Station, said they
already arrested Sobhan and pro-
duced him before the court that sent
him to jail yesterday.

They would take legal action
against Sobhan after investigating
the incident, the police official
added.

Sri Lanka floods
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INTERNATIONAL APPEAL

Sri Lanka appealed to the interna-
tional community, including the
United Nations and neighbouring
countries, for help as the numbers of
dead and missing climbed.

“The (foreign) ministry will con-
tinue to monitor the flood situation
and seek assistance as required in
consultation with the Ministry of
Disaster Management,” the govern-
ment said in a statement.

The latest flooding was the worst
since May 2003 when 250 people
were killed and 10,000 homes
destroyed after a similarly powerful
Southwest monsoon, officials said.

In the early hours of the day a
mountainside collapsed on a
women's hostel at a tea plantation at
Neluwa in the island’s south, killing
at least seven women, police said.

DMC officials said the monsoon
had been expected on Thursday night
and ended a prolonged drought that
had threatened agriculture as well as
hydro power generation.

The rains filled the reservoirs used
for hydro power, which had hit rock
bottom, raising concerns of power
shortage in June,

But officials said most reservoirs
were now so full they were in danger
of spilling over and causing dangers
of flooding to people living down-
stream.

Disability
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“I can earn up to Tk 500 per day
selling medicines,” he says. | manage
my family and also provide for my
mother's daily expenses.”

“Many people fail to care for their
parents, but not Syed Ali,” says local
college teacher Akhter Hossain. “In
this area he inspires many.”

“Perhaps he is physically chal-
lenged,” comments local vegetable
seller Gonesh Das, “but mentally he
is fit and to meet him on his three-
wheeled vehicle is to see a big smile
that is much stronger that any dis-
ability.”

In the future, Syed Ali hopes to
establish a small shop in Bogra town
to sell his medicine, a move that his
wife Reshma says would make his
days considerably easier. “"He only
has his two hands to rely on. He
suffers a lot,” she says. “A permanent
shop could help him.”

While he receives no government
assistance to date, Durgahata union
chairman Mithu Chowdhury says he
personally advised Syed Ali to come to
the council headquarters in the hope of
organising a disability grant, but that
Syed Ali did not arrive in time, Upazila
social service officer Saiful Islam also
suggested to The Daily Star that Syed Ali
might visit his office to see what assis-
tance initiatives might be taken.,

But of course Syed Ali is committed
to forging his own life too. "People
with disabilities should always try to
make a living for themselves. With
effort they can be successful in proving
that disability is not a curse,” he says.

Seven migrants
dead, 77 rescued
at sea off Libya

AFP, Tripoli

At least seven migrants died and 77 were
rescued off the coast of Libya on Thursday,
two days after their rubber dinghy ran
into trouble, the country's navysaid.

The survivors, who included four
women and a child, spent two days
holding onto what remained of their
punctured vessel before they were
pulled to safety, said navy spokesman
Ayoub Kacem.

Seven bodies were recovered from
the surrounding waters, 12 nautical
miles off Sayad, about 40 kilometres

(25 miles) west of Tripoli, he said.

But the number of lives lost could
be much higher as it was unknown
how many migrants were originally on
board the vessel, he added.

Normally people smugglers squeeze
up to 120 migrants onto such boats.

Those rescued were in "critical condi-
tion" and suffering from hunger, thirst,
fatigue and sunburn, said Kacem.

Another 2,300 migrants were res-
cued off Libya and two others were
found dead Thursday in operations
carried out by the Italian coastguard
and commercial shipsin the area.

Hefajat claims
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said Chief Justice Surendra Kumar
Sinha made the decision of removing
the statue.

Speaking at a rally in front of the
national mosque Baitul Mukarram
after the Juma prayers yesterday,
Hefajat's Dhaka unit President Nur
Hossain Kasemi said, “This is a country
of Tawhidi people. Such a culture of
statues will not be allowed here.
People will not accept such statues by
roadsides any more. So, the statues
which have already been set up should
be removed.”

Hundreds of Islamist leaders and
activists, under the banners of several
Islamist outfits, brought out proces-
sions near the mosque welcoming the
move. They chanted slogans demand-
ing removal of all other statues across
the country.

"The Greek statue has been
removed...we express our gratitude to
Allah.... At the same time, we thank the
prime minister as she removed it after
being enlightened with the spirit of
Islam,” said Kasemi.

He said the removal of the statue
was a difficult task. "We thank the
prime minister for doing the hard job.”

Abdur Rob Yousufi, vice president
of the Hefajat's Dhaka city unit, said
the statue should not be relocated
anywhere else.

Addressing another rally, Fakhrul
Islam, youth affairs secretary of
Khelafat Andolon, said they initially
demanded removal of the statue from
the Supreme Court premises. "Now,
we hope the prime minister will take
steps to remove all the statues across
the country.”

The statue was taken down early
yesterday in the face of demands from
some Islamist outfits that it should be
removed before the beginning of
Ramadan.

Earlier on April 11, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at a meeting with
UUlema from Qawmi madrasas said she
personally didn't like the statue on the
SC premises.

IT'S PRIMARY VICTORY: HEFAJAT
Junaid Babunagari, secretary general of
Hefajat, yesterday in a statement said
they would not allow relocation of the
Lady Justice's statue.

“The removal of 'Themis' [the
statue] is the primary victory of the just
movement by the people,” he said.

“In Islam, the idea of justice is a
fundamental idea. Even justice was
among the declared targets of our
Liberation War. If the symbol of justice
is borrowed from Greek heritage, then
it is obliquely granted that there was
no notion of justice in our history,
heritage and religion,” said
Babunagari.

“In some news we have seen that the
Greek Goddess Themis would be
placed in front of the Annex Building
of the Supreme Court. We would like

to clearly inform that this Greek idol,
which is like a piece of trash in our
country, has to be ditched for good.
The statue which was set up against the
people's will should not be allowed to
be relocated to anywhere in
Bangladesh. The people will not accept
any such wrong move,” the statement
added.

Meanwhile, Islami Oikya Jote in
another press release lauded the PM
for removing the Lady Justice's statue,
saying that it was a timely decision.

“Removal of the statue was essential
for ensuring peace, discipline and
peaceful co-existence of all in the soci-
ety. The whole nation was united to
fulfill the demand. A small group of
people was against the removal of the
statue from the Supreme Court pre-
mises, " said the release issued by Mufti
Foyzullah, secretary general of Islami
OikyaJote.

A DECISION OF SC: AL, BNP

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader
said the statue was taken down follow-
ing the decision of the apex court.

“It's not under the jurisdiction of
the government. The jurisdiction lies
with the Supreme Court,” Quader told
journalists after visiting a construction
site of the Dhaka-Tangail highway in
Gazipur's Chandra area.

Moudud Ahmed, a member of the
BNP standing committee, said the
chief justice removed the statue,

“The chief justice in consultation
with some senior lawyers decided to
remove the statue from the Supreme
Court premises. So, [ want to let you
know that the chief justice removed
the statue on his own, not at the order
of the government,” he told a discus-
sion organised by Barkatullah Bulu
Mukti Parishad at the Jatiya Press Club.

“They [senior lawyers] suggested
removing the statue to avoid any con-
troversy,” Moudud added.

Taiwan's 'forest
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"They can smell the scent of summer
on the bus and see the vibrant green
plants to feel messages from nature.”

Reactions have been enthusiastic,
with passengers queuing to board and
expressing hopes that it will become a
permanent attraction in Taipei.

For now the toll-free bus is running
on a week-long trial, ending Sunday,
and takes around 20 passengers.

"I feel happy and relaxed on the bus
smelling the flowers and plants. [ hope
it can become a regular service on a
double-decker. It would become some-
thing special to Taipei, " said housewife
Celine Wei.

Museum employee Larry Huang is
also a big fan of the bus and has been
on it three days in a row.

"There is no rushing on and off
like a regular bus. We chat and take
photos for each other. I feel like I'm
at a party with friends," he said.

28 Christians
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of Saint Samuel the Confessor in
Minya province, which is home to a
sizeable Christian minority. An
Interior Ministry spokesman said the
unidentified gunmen had arrived in
three four-wheel-drive vehicles.

Security forces launched a hunt for the
attackers, setting up dozens of check-
points and patrols on the desert road.
ISLAMIC STATE
Coptic Christians, whose church dates
back nearly 2,000 years, make up
about 10 percent of Egypt's population
of 92 million,

They say they have long suffered
from persecution, but in recent months
the frequency of deadly attacks against
them has increased. About 70 have been
killed since December in bombings
claimed by IS at churches in the cities of
Cairo, Alexandria and Tanta.

An Islamic State campaign of mur-
ders in North Sinai prompted hun-
dreds of Christians to flee in February
and March.

Copts fear they will face the same
fate as brethren in Iraq and Syria,
where Christian communities have
been decimated by wars and Islamic
State persecution.

Egypt's Copts are vocal supporters
of Sisi, who has vowed to crush
[slamist extremism and protect
Christians. He declared a three-month
state of emergency in the aftermath of

killed

the latest church bombings in April.

But many Christians feel the state
either does not take their plight seri-
ously enough or cannot protect them
against determined fanatics.

The government is fighting insurgents
affiliated to Islamic State who have killed
hundreds of police and soldiers in the
Sinai peninsula, while also carrying out
attacks elsewhere in the country.

[t's surrender
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exponent Sanjida Khatun, actor Hasan
Imam, dramatists Ramendu
Majumder and Mamunur Rashid,
Panna Kaiser and Mofidul Hoque.

They termed the removal of the
statue "an act against the culture of the
country .

“We hope the people of Bangladesh
won't be misled by the anti-culture
campaign in the name of religion,”
read the statement, adding that the
anti-liberation evil force had made a
failed attempt to destroy Aparajeyo
Bangla, a symbol of pride of the
Liberation War.

This force had destroyed the
“Duranto Shishu” sculpture in the
dark of night and it was currently try-
ing to turn secular Bangladesh into a
religious fundamentalist country, said
the 10 eminent citizens.



