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Taliban attack Afghan
base, kills 15 soldiers

AFP, Kandahar

At least 15 Afghan soldiers
were killed when Taliban
fighters attacked their base
in Kandahar, officials said
yesterday. The assault in
Shah Wali Kot district late
Thursday comes after hun-
dreds of insurgents
stormed other bases in the
same area and Maiwand
district earlier this week,
bringing the death toll
among Western-backed
troops to around 60.

Turkey: 4,000 judges,
prosecutors sacked

AFP, Ankara

Turkey has dismissed over
4,000 judges and prosecutors
accused of links to last year's
failed coup after an investiga-
tion of the judiciary, the
Turkish justice minister said
yesterday. More than 100,000
people have been sacked or
suspended from the public
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel talks with US President Donald Trump as they attend the Summit of the Heads of State and of Government of the
G7, the group of most industrialised economies, plus the European Union, at the ancient Greek Theater in Taormina, Sicily, yesterday.
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IS ATTACK IN PHILIPPINES

Foreigners part
of 'invasion'
Duterte calls on jihadists for talks

AGENCIES

Foreigners are among Islamist gunmen battling security
forces in a southern Philippine city, the government said
yesterday as soldiers tore down black IS flags in retaken
districts and the reported death toll climbed to 46.

President Rodrigo Duterte imposed martial law across
the southern region of Mindanao on Tuesday, hours after
gunmen loyal to the Islamic State group rampaged through
the city in response to a raid on one of their safe houses.

Duterte appealed to Islamist militants yesterday to aban-
don hostilities and start dialogue in an effort to end their
bloody occupation of the city, reported Reuters.

Duterte said the presence of foreign fighters in street
battles that have raged since Tuesday in Marawi City was
proof that Islamic State had gained a foothold on the restive
island of Mindanao, but there was still a chance for peace.

"You can say that the ISIS is here already," Duterte told
soldiers in nearby Iligan City, referring to Islamic State.

Six foreign fighters were believed to have died in the
bloodshed, according to Philippine military spokesman
Brigadier-General Restituto Padilla, including Malaysians,
Indonesians and another nationality which he did not
specify. Another government official listed Singaporeans as
also among the militants, reported AFP.

"My message mainly to the terrorists on the other side is
we can still solve this through dialogue. And if you cannot
be convinced to stop fighting, so be it. Let's just fight."

sector under the state of
emergency imposed after the
attempted putsch and
renewed three times,
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Trump: North Korea
crisis 'will be solved'

Ex-PM Greek.hurt
by letter bomb

AFP, Athens

North Korean belligerence,

Greek police yesterday
scrambled to determine
how a letter bomb
wounded former PM Lucas
Papademos despite security
checks being beefed up
after a wave of similar
attacks in March. He sus-
tained superficial injuries
to the chest, abdomen and
legs after he apparently
opened his mail whilst rid-
ing in the car. The 69-year-
old economist was in stable
condition, doctors said.

course North Korea which is
minds,"

two-day G7 summit.
be solved, you can bet on that,"

North Korea carried out two
missile launch programme, de

while looking to China, the No

he said in the Sicilian town of Taormina as
he held bilateral talks with Abe at the start of the

US President Donald Trump yesterday promised that North Korea "will be
solved”, as G7 powers opened a summit that will confront a series of missile
tests by the nuclear-armed nation.

Trump's tough talk came in a meeting with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of
Japan, which along with South Korea is most immediately threatened by

But the isolated regime has also threatened to target places further afield such
as the US West Coast, and Trump has called North Korea's young leader Kim
Jong-UIna "madman with nuclear weapons”.

"We will be discussing many things including of
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very much on our

"It's a big problem, it's a world problem. "It will

he added, without giving further details.
atomic tests last year, and has accelerated its
spite tough UN sanctions aimed at denying

Kim the hard currency needed to fund his weapons ambitions.
So far Washington has opted for sanctions and diplomatic pressure,

rth's closest ally, to help rein in Pyongyang.

Abe said he intended to use the G7 summit to underscore the danger
posed by the unpredictable regime in North Korea.

US appeals court maintains
block on Trump travel ban

200 arrested in California in new immigration raids

could not find that the government's security con-

AFP, Washington

A US federal appeals court on Thursday dealt a fresh
setback to President Donald Trump's controversial
travel ban, upholding a lower court's decision to
block the measure targeting travelers from six

Muslim majority countries.

The government quickly announced its intention
to appeal the decision -- the latest in a series of sting-
ing judicial defeats for the Republican billionaire,
who took office in January -- to the Supreme Court.

At issue was the intent behind the measure --
whether or not it deliberately singled out Muslims
by targeting nationals from Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen. The US Constitution for-

bids religious discrimination.

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals said it "re-
mained unconvinced" that the part of the measure
naming the specific countries had "more to do with
national security than it does with effectuating the

president's promised Muslim ban."

The court -- based in Richmond, Virginia -- said it

discrimination.

nation.”

cerns outweighed the plaintiffs' concerns about

"Congress granted the president broad power to
deny entry to aliens, but that power is not absolute,”
Chief Judge Roger Gregory said in the 10-3 ruling.

"It cannot go unchecked when, as here, the presi-
dent wields it through an executive edict that stands
to cause irreparable harm to individuals across this

Gregory said the order "speaks with vague words
of national security, but in context drips with reli-
gious intolerance, animus and discrimination.”

Trump issued his initial travel ban by executive
order in January, but that measure -- which banned
entry to nationals from seven countries for 90 days
and suspended the nation's refugee program for 120
days -- was quickly halted by the courts.

A revised executive order announced in March,
meant to address the issues raised by the federal
judges, deleted Iraq from the list and removed an
indefinite ban on Syrian refugees.

TRUMP-RUSSIA PROBE

Kushner under
FBI scrutiny

REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump's
son-in-law, Jared Kushner, a
senior White House adviser,
is under scrutiny by the FBI
in the Russia probe, the
Washington Post and NBC
News reported on Thursday:.
Kushner is being investi-
gated because of his meetings
in December and other possi-
ble interactions with the
Russian ambassador and a
banker from Moscow, the Post
reported, citing people familiar
with the investigation.
Kushner is the only cur-
rent White House official

Threat remains

AGENCIES

critical

Britain's threat level will remain at its highest
level while police hunt down the suspected
network of a suicide bomber who killed 22
people at a concert in Manchester, interior
minister Amber Rudd said yesterday:.

Top intelligence and security officials in
Britain's Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre
(ITAC) on Tuesday raised the threat level to
"critical" - meaning an
attack is expected immi-
nently - the day after the
attack.

Britain's government
came under fire for
cutting police budgets as
election campaigning
resumed yesterday and
investigators scrambled
to bust a Libya-linked
jihadist network
thought to be behind the terror attack.

Opposition Labour leader Jeremy
Corbyn said it was the "responsibility” of
governments to minimise the risk of terror
by giving police the funding they need after
cuts made while Conservative Prime
Minister Theresa May served as interior
minister, reported AFP.

May and Corbyn had suspended cam-

'‘Mom, I always told you
. get my degree’

I'd

AFP, Washington

MANCHESTER TERROR ATTACK

Conservative's lead falls to 5 pct
points as polls campaign resumes

O
US takes full responsibility

for intel leaks: Tillerson

paigning for a snap June 8 election after
Monday's suicide bombing at the pop concert.

May's lead in the polls has fallen to 5
percentage points, a new low less than two
weeks ahead of a June 8 election, but her
personal rating recovered slightly in the
days since the Manchester suicide bombing,

In the first opinion poll to be published
since Monday's suicide bombing in
Manchester, the lead of May's Conservatives
dropped to 5 percentage
points from 9 points on
Saturday and 18 points
two weeks ago.

The Conservatives
saw their support fall to
43 percent from 44
percent, while the oppo-
sition Labour Party
increased support to 38
percent from 35 percent,
the YouGov poll carried
out on May 24-25 showed.

Washington's top diplomat Rex Tillerson
also visited London yesterday in an expres-
sion of solidarity after Britain reacted furi-
ously to leaks of sensitive details about the
investigation to US media,

"We take full responsibility for that and
obviously regret that that happened,”
Tillerson told reporters.
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known to be considered a
key person in the probe, the
newspaper reported.

The FBI, several congres-
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INDIA’S LONGEST BRIDGE OPENS IN ASSAM

The photo shows an aerial view of the Dhola-Sadiya bridge across the River Lohit, a tributary of the River Brahmaputra.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, marking three years in power, yesterday inaugurated the country's longest

bridge in the northeastern state of Assam. The 9.15 km Dhola-Sadiya bridge will reduce travel times from Assam to the
frontier state of Arunachal Pradesh whose territory is partly claimed by China.

PHOTO: AFP

sional committees and a
special counsel appointed
by the Justice Department
are looking into allegations
of meddling by Russia in the
2016 US election and possi-
ble ties between Trump's
presidential campaign and
Russian officials seeking to
influence the election.

The controversy has
engulfed Trump's adminis-
tration since he fired FBI
Director James Comey on
May 9. Moscow has repeat-
edly denied the allegations
and Trump denies collusion
with Russia.

The interest in Kushner
does not mean investigators
suspect him of a crime or
intend to charge him, the
officials told NBC News.

It is not known whether
Kushner has received any
requests from the FBI for
records, NBC News said.

One of Kushner's attor-
neys, Jamie Gorelick, said in
a statement her client would
cooperate with the investi-
gation,

Thirteen years after dropping out of Harvard
University to work on Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg on
Thursday finally got his degree -- well, sort of.
Zuckerberg returned to the university where he
launched what would become the world's biggest
social network, and basked in the spotlight by receiv-
ing an honorary doctor of laws degree and addressing

the 2017 commencement.
His speech capped a nos-
talgic visit for the 33-year-old
billionaire, which included a
visit to his old dorm room.
"Mom, I always told you
I'd come back and get my
degree, " read the caption of a
picture he posted of him

posing with his honorary diploma and his parents.

AFP, Beirut

A US-led coalition air strike on the eastern
Syrian town of Mayadeen early yesterday
killed at least 80 relatives of Islamic State
group fighters, a monitoring group said.
"The toll includes 33 children. They were

families seeking refuge in the town's municipal

the United Nations urged all

distinguish between civilian

nations bombing jihadist
targets In Syria to better

building," said Rami Abdel Rahman, head of

the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights,
"This is the highest toll for relatives of IS

members in Syria," Abdel Rahman told AFP.
The latest strike came as

WAR IN SYRIA

Facebook -- now one of the biggest tech firms, with
nearly two billion members worldwide -- grew out of a
website he created on campus.

In his address, Zuckerberg urged graduates of his
alma mater to "build great things."

"I'm here to tell you that finding your purpose isn't
enough," he told the rain-soaked crowd in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

"Our challenge is to create a world where everyone
has a sense of purpose.”

and military targets.

UN human rights chief Zeid Ra'ad Al
Hussein said "all states” whose air forces are
active in the anti-IS missions needed "to take
much greater care to distinguish between
legitimate military targets and civilians.”

The Britain-based Observatory gathered
information from civilian and medical sources
on the ground in IS-held Mayadeen, which was
facingits third day of fierce bombing.,

According to the Observatory, 37 civil-

UusS-led strikes kill 80

Civilians, including IS relatives, among dead; UN says
nations bombing jihadists failing to protect civilians

ians were killed in coalition raids on the
town on Thursday night, including 13 chil-
dren, and another 15 had been killed in
coalition strikes on Wednesday.

The 68-member coalition began bomb-
ing IS targets in Iraq in the summer of 2014,
and expanded their operations to Syria on
September 23 of that year.

This week, the Observatory reported the
highest monthly civilian death toll for the
coalition's operations in Syria.

Between April 23 and May 23 of this year,
coalition strikes killed a total of
225 civilians in Syria, includ-
ing dozens of children.

The US-led alliance is
backing twin ground offen-
sives against 1S's last main bastion cities:
Raga in northern Syria and Mosul in neigh-
bouring Iraq.

On Thursday, a Pentagon investigation
concluded that at least 105 civilians died in
an anti-jihadist air strike on an IS weapons
cache in Mosul in March.

Prior to the new revelation, the US mili-
tary had said coalition air strikes in Iraq and
Syria had "unintentionally” killed a total of
352 civilians since 2014.

Indian army
kills two Pak
terrorists

TNN, New Delhi

The Indian army yesterday
avenged the May 1 behead-
ing of two of its security
men by killing two terrorists
of Pakistan's Border Action
Team (BAT), even as it foiled
an attack in Uri by the
group that's been accused of
raids, assaults and brutality
on the Line of Control
(LoC), reported PTI.

"Alert troops foiled a BAT
attack on our patrol party in
Uri sector today. Two BAT
terrorists were killed in the
operation,” an army official
said here. "The BAT attack
was effectively repulsed”,
the official said.

According to police
sources, the bodies of the
two slain BAT terrorists were
lying in "no man's" land
along the LoC. BAT has
attacked Indian personnel
and posts several times and
even beheaded and muti-
lated Indian soldiers' bodies.

More arrests after

IS claims attacks

AFP, Jakarta

Indonesian authorities have arrested three men in connec-
tion with a twin suicide bombing at a Jakarta bus terminal
that killed three police officers, an official said yesterday, as
the Islamic State (IS) group claimed the attack.

The elite anti-terror squad working with regular police
Thursday detained the suspects around Bandung in the west
of Java island and searched their homes, authorities said.

The arrests came as President Joko Widodo called for a plan
to strengthen anti-terror laws to be pushed through, to give
security forces in the world's most populous Muslim-majority
country greater powers to combat a surge in militant plots.

The two bombers attacked the busy terminal in the capital
late Wednesday in a dramatic assault that sparked panic and left
human body parts and shattered glass strewn across the street.

Three policemen were killed, while several other officers

and civilians were injured in the assault at the Kampung
Melayu terminal.

IS claimed responsibility through its propaganda agency
Amagq late Thursday. Analysts have pointed the finger at
local IS-linked group Jamaah Ansharut Daulah (JAD),
which has been blamed for recent attacks and was recently
listed as a terrorist organisation by the LS.

The bus station bombing was the deadliest attack in
Indonesia since January 2016, when a suicide blast and gun

assault claimed by 1S in Jakarta left four attackers and four
civilians dead.



