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THAKURGAON JuBO LEAGUE COUNCIL

‘Build militancy-free
Bangladesh!'

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

The country's youths should be united with the spirit of the
Language Movement and the Liberation War to build a
militancy-free non-communal Bangaldesh, speakers said.
They said this while attending the triennial council of the
district unit of Bangladesh Awami Jubo League held at
Thakurgaon Government Boys' High School premises in the

town yesterday.

The council was held after 12 years of formation of the
last district unit committee on September 25, 2005.

Chairman of Jubo League's central committee Omar
Faroque Chowdhury inaugurated the council while Awami
League (AL) Presidium Member Ramesh Chandra Sen
attended the programme as chief guest.

Among others, district unit President of AL Dabirul
Islam, also lawmaker from Thakurgaon-2 constituency, its
general secretary Sadek Quraishi and lawmaker (reserved
forwomen) Selina Jahan Lita, spoke.

A total of 208 councillors will cast their votes to elect new
leadership for the next three years.

Party sources said incumbent General Secretary of the
unit Abdul Mazid Apple and its organising secretary
Gobinda Pal are vying for the post of president while former
president of Sadar upazila unit of Jubo League Kamrul Islam
and former BCL leader Samir Dutta are contesting for the

general secretary post.
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THEY WANT DIGNIFIED LIVING, NOT ALMS: Around 30 physically challenged people stage a sit-in in front of Jessore Press Club yesterday
demanding arrangement of proper rehabilitation and income generating programmes by the government to help them live a life with dignity.

Four get life for
killing trader

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

A court here yesterday sen-
tenced four people to life
imprisonment for killing a
trader in Ghior upazila of
the districtin 2013.

The convicts are Ripon
Ullah, Delwar Hossain,
Mahmudul Hasan and
Ismail Hossain.

District and Session's
Judge Mizanur Rahman
Khan delivered the verdict
in presence of the convicts
around 11:30am.

According to the case
statement, the convicts stran-
gled Abdul Alim, 35, son of
Abdul Aziz of Kusta village in
the upazila, before looting Tk
10,000 and a mobile phone
from his possession on July
23in2013.

Later, Alim's sister
Shahnaz Begum filed a
murder case with Ghior
Police Station against the
four.
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Schoolgirl takes
own life

OUuUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

A schoolgirl committed
suicide in Mathbaria
upazila here on Monday:.

The deceased Shorna
Akter, 14, was a student of
Class IX at Gulishakhali GK
Union High School and
daughter of Abul Kalam.

Police said Shorna's
mother rebuked her over
her non-attentiveness in
studies, adding, Shorna
became very angry and
hanged herself,

She was taken to
Mathbaria Health Complex
where the doctors declared

her dead,

[Indigenous man
beaten dead

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

An indigenous man was beaten to death allegedly by his
neighbours over a trivial matter in Bandarban Sadar upazila
on Monday:.

The victim, Thoaigya Marma, 42, was a resident of Hlapai
Mukh area in the upazila.

Police said an altercation took place between Thoaigya
and members of a neighbouring family after the latter killed
one of Thoaigya's goats for allegedly entering their crop field.

At one stage, they beat Thoaigya mercilessly, leaving him
dead on the spot, said Officer-in-Charge Md Rafiq Ullah of
Sadar Police Station, adding that they recovered the body
and sent it to Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

Police detained two people from Hlapai Mukh area for
interrogation, the OC added.
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Teachers and students of Babudaing Adivasi Primary School, run by Prothom Alo
Trust, in Chapainawabganj Sadar upazila yesterday take oath to protect nature.
Volunteers of 'Save the Nature, Chapainawabganj' organised the programme.

Corruption marks job
scheme for ultra poor

BUuLBUL AHMED, Natore

The government's 40-day employment
generation programme for the ultra
poor people is running in the district
amid allegations of receiving money on
behalf of fake beneficiaries by public
representatives and officials.

Visiting different project areas
recently, this correspondent learnt that
over fifty percent of the beneficiary
labourers are regular absentees at their
work although the daily wage of Tk 200
each is drawn from the banks.

On May 14, this correspondent vis-
ited Gunarigram and Lalmonipur pro-
ject sites under Harishpur union of
Natore Sadar upazila with project imple-
mentation officer (P10 ) Ayesha Siddika.

"Only 27 labourers out of a total 52 at
Gunarigram project and 19 out of 50
labourers at Lalmonipur project are
present. It has been found that the other
workers never come to the job," she said.

"Money is being drawn on behalf of
take beneficiaries from the banks
although there are instructions to pay
the money in presence of the real benefi-
ciaries. Apparently the union parishad
chairmen and members have some
interest. It is necessary to prepare a new
list of beneficiary of ultra-poor people
who would work properly, " the P10 said.

Rokeya Begum, member of Tebaria
union parishad (UP), also chairman of
Koigari project, said, "Some five to ten
labourers come daily out of 25 labourers

under the project. Who will take action as no
officials including the tag officer and the PIO
have come to visit the project?”

On May 15, this correspondent visited the
Baliadanga project and found only 18 labour-
ers out of a total 29 present there,

Saddam Hossain, 'leader' of the labourers,
and Ayesha Begum, member (reserve seat for
women) from 1, 2 and 3 No wards of Tebaria
UP, also chairman of the project, blamed each
other for arranging payment to the absentee
labourers in exchange of money.

Omar Ali Prodhan, chairman of Tebaria UP,
said, "I have asked all the UP members to
replace the names of the beneficiaries who are
regular absentees from the list ."

Several UP members claimed that they are
taking the money for payment of the labourers
following verbal instructions from the PIO
office.

Now the labourers are getting Tk 400 to 500
from the Aman harvesting work and so, they are
losing interest in the employment generation
programme under the government project that
pays only Tk 200 per day, said Shamsul Haque,
member of No 9 ward of Kafuria UP.

Tk 8.85 crore 12 thousand has been allo-
cated for providing job opportunity to 11,064
ultra poor people of 52 unions in seven
upazilas of Natore district for the second phase
job scheme this year, said sources of district
relief and rehabilitation office.

Abdul Mannan, district relief and rehabilita-
tion officer of Natore, said it is a punishable
offence if any member takes the money for
absentee labourers.
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Transport strike
called oft

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Uttarbanga Transport Owners and Workers Oikya Parishad
yesterday called off their strike in 16 northern districts.

Demand Implementation Committee Convener Abdul
Mannan Akand said they decided to withdraw the work
abstention after a meeting with the district administration.
The administration assured them of fulfilling their seven-
point demand, Mannan said.

Additional Deputy Commissioner (General) of Bogra
Raihana Islam said the transport leaders decided to with-
draw the strike after a meeting with them. Raihana said they
would hold another meeting in the evening and inform the
higher authorities regarding their demands.

The Oikya Parishad called a 48-hour strike in 16 north-
ern districts from 6:00am on May 21 at a press conference in
Bogra Press Club on May 13 and on May 22 the parishad
extended it till 6:00am of May 24 to realise their seven-point
demand.

The demands include end to police harassment in the
highways and extortion in weight scaling centres, stoppage
of plying of illegal vehicles, end to harassment during the
renewal of driving license and ensuring easy system for
getting new driving license.

Such unusual transport strike of goods carrying vehicles
including trucks, lorries, covered vans and pickups
increased sufferings and caused huge loss to farmers, traders
and people of other professions in the areas. It also ham-
pered supply and trading of agricultural products in the
markets.
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