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Power outages

back again

Add to sufferings of people amid ongoing heat spell

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The nightmare called load-sheddingis back.
With a mild heat wave sweeping the

country, people, mainly in rural areas, are

suffering due to frequent power cuts.

Load-shedding in several districts has
made the scorching temperature unbear-
able as it is taking place even deep into the
night apart from usual power failure in
alternate hours during the day.

"In our area, power does not go off,
rather it comes sometimes," said Kazi
Nabidul Islam, a resident of Kushulia vil-
lage in Kaliganj upazila of Satkhira,

Famous circus
bids adieu

after 146 yrs

REUTERS, New York

The clowns, animal acts
and acrobats of the storied
Ringling Bros and Barnum
& Bailey Circus took their
final bow at an arena out-
side New York on Sunday,
with a space-themed
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Villagers are experiencing power cuts six
to seven times a day on average. Each time it
takes an hour to three hours before power
comes back, he said,

The erratic electricity supply is adding to
the sufferings amid rising mercury and
humidity:.

"It feels like getting roasted in fire outside
home during the day. And staying inside the
house without power feels like getting boiled,”
said Nabidul, owner of a fish enclosure.

Electricity board officials blame the
collapse of a tower, maintenance of 10
power plants and shortage of gas for the
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Trump in
[srael

Becomes first US pres-
ident to visit Western
Wall in Jerusalem

AFP, Jerusalem

Donald
Trump
yesterday
became the
first sitting
US presi-
dent to visit
the Western
Wall in the disputed city of
Jerusalem;, placing his hand
on one of the most sacred
sites in Judaism.

The Western Wall is the
holiest site where Jews can
pray. Trump, wearing a
black skullcap, paused in
front of it, then placed what
appeared to be a written
prayer or note between its
stones, as is custom.

He was not accompanied
by any Israeli leaders during
the hugely symbolic visit.

Allowing them to do so
could have led to accusa-
tions that Washington was
implicitly recognising
Israel's unilateral claim of
sovereignty over the site,
which would break with
years of US and interna-
tional precedent.

Security was tight, with
the usually bustling Old
City, where the Western
Wall is located, essentially
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A pile of litchis at a wholesale market in Dinajpur town's Kalitola area. Harvest of the juicy summer fruit in the district
is less than half this year because of bad weather during the flowering of the fruit, growers and traders say.

Bad news for litchi lovers

Production loss may make the litchi season even shorter

sions are rife that the juicy fruit would not be available for
long as production was less than half of that in the last
couple of seasons for adverse weather,

"Weather was not favourable during the flowering sea-
son. Besides, there was a lot of rains and storms. All these
things together affected production, " Rafiqul Islam, a litchi
trader in the market, told The Daily Star.

A senior horticulturist at the Department of
Horticulture in Dinajpur, Md Imrul Ahsan, apprehended
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KONGKON KARMAKER, from Dinajpur

"Modhumash is nothing if you do not taste the litchi of
Dinajpur.”

This is how the Bangla month of Jaistha was described
by a teenager, Tauhid Aziz, who travelled all the way to his
grandparents' home in Dinajpur, 337 kilometres from
Dhaka, just to enjoy the mouth-watering seasonal fruit.

It has been nearly a week that litchis hit Dinajpur town's
wholesale market in Kalitola area. However, apprehen-
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Description of services or payments Rate of deduction of tax

No.
1 Advisory or consultancy service 20%
2 Pre-shipment inspection service 20%
3 Professional service, technical services, technical know-how or technical assistance 20%
4 Architecture, interior design or landscape design, fashion design or process design 20%
5 Certification, rating etc. 20%
6 Charge or rent for satellite, airtime or frequency, rent for channel broadcast 20%
7 | Legal service 20%
8 | Management service including even management 20%
9 | Commission 20%
10 | Royalty, license fee or payments related to intangibles 20%
11 Interest 20%
12 | Advertisement broadcasting 20%
13 | Advertisement making 15%
14 | Airtransport or water transport 7.9%
15 | Contractor or sub-contractor of manufacturing, process or conversion, civil work, construction, 7.5%
engineering or works of similar nature
16 | Supplier 7.5%
17 | Capital gain 15%
18 | Insurance premium 10%
19 | Rental of machinery, equipment efc. 15%
20 | Dividend-
(a) company-— 20%
(b) _any other person, not being a company— 30%

21 | Artist, singer or player 30%
22 | Salary or remuneration 30%
23 | Exploration or drilling in petroleum operations

24 | Survey for oil or gas exploration

25 | Any service or making connectivity between oil or gas field and its export point

5.25%
26 | Any payments against any services not mentioned above

i
5.25% |
20%
27 | Any other payments 30%

5.25%
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