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Transport
strike

continues

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Truck, Lorry, Covered Van
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Growing bananas at a Kalibari village orchard in Indurkani upazila of Pirojpur. The photo was taken recently.

Fortune smiles on banana
growers in Pirojpur

! . .\
# G 1 .
] I,r " :I:
i 1 )
i “, \

PHOTO: STAR

cal free banana from the orchard and

and Pick-up Van Owners and
Labourers Oikya Parishad
continued 48-hour work
abstention in 16 districts of
Rajshahi and Rangpur divi-
sions from 6:00am yesterday
to realise their demands.

Trucks and vans were
not seen on the highways
and roads of the district
during the peaceful work
abstention.

President of Truck Owners
Association in the district Md
Abdul Mannan Akanda, also
the convener of the demands
implementation commiittee,
said they have been observing
the programme peacefully
and hoping that their
demands will be met soon.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner (general)
Raihana Islam said that
ADM of the district tried to
negotiate with the leaders
of Oikya Parishad but they
did not show interest.

HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Banana cultivation has changed the
economic condition of the people
living on the banks of the Baleshwar
river in the district.

People of Pirojpur Sadar and
Indurkani upazilas of the district, and
Morelganj upazila of Bagerhat, have been
cultivating banana for around 45 years,
and it is one of the main cash crops of
thousands of farmers of those areas.

“Banana has been commercially
cultivated in these areas since the liber-
ation of the country,” said Abdul
Kader Sikder, a cultivator from
Dorirchar Gazipur wvillage in
Indurkani upazila. Only one or two
local varieties of banana used to be
cultivated before, while six varieties --
sagor, sobri, agnisagar, green banana,
champa and kathali -- are cultivated
now, he said.

Sagor, sobri and champa are sea-
sonal and kathali and green banana
are found all the year round.

After sowing banana plants in the
Bangla month of Baishakh, farmers

can collect the fruit within a year.
Several banana plants grow from the
roots of a mature banana tree, and they
are planted next. Farmers can collect
bananas for over two months at the
end of winter.,

The farmers are afraid of natural
calamities. “If a storm hits our orchards,
it damages banana trees, causing huge
losses,” said Sarwar Hossain, a farmer
from Pirojpur Sadar upazila.

There is great demand for the tasty
bananas of this area in other parts of
the country. They are transported to
Dhaka and other places by launch and
truck.

“In the past we would depend on
water transport only and it would take
time to take the bananas to the
wholesale markets,” said Khalilur
Rahman, a banana trader from
Chingrakhali village in Morelganj
upazila, adding that they can now
transport them easily by truck to any
part of the country, including
Dhaka, within a day.

Local wholesale buyers buy chemi-

pay cash to farmers.

Farmers said they have to spend
around Tk 25,000 in the first year for
cultivating banana, including prepar-
ing the land, adding that the cost
decreases to around Tk 12,000 the next
year.

They can get around Tk 20,000 as
profit from the produce of one bigha
ofland.

Eighty bananas are sold between Tk
250 and Tk 500, depending on variety
and size, to the wholesale buyers.

Deputy Director of the Department
of Agriculture Extension in Pirojpur
Md Abul Hossain Sarkar said different
varieties of bananas have been culti-
vated on 1,252 hectares of land in the
district.

Pirojpur Sadar Upazila Agriculture
Officer Md Hasan Warisul Kabir said
the water, soil and environment of the
district are suitable for cultivating
bananas, adding that proper training
can help farmers cultivate this cash
crop scientifically.

14 charged for
torturing widow

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police pressed charges against 14 people, including the
main accused Abul Hossain, in connection with the case
filed against them for torturing a widow from the Hindu
community earlier this month.

Sub-inspector Younus Ali Howlader, also the investigat-
ing officer (I0) of the case, submitted the charge sheet
before Dashmina Upazila Judicial Magistrate's Court yester-
day.

Officer-in-Charge Monirul Islam of Dashmina Police
Station said police submitted the charge sheet after
charges brought against the 14 were found true in police
investigation.

According to the case statement, Kanon Bala, 50, and her
son Asim Saha of Purbo Alipur village in the upazila, have
been living in their 60 decimals of land.

On May 8, when Asim and his wife were at work, a gang
led by Abul Hossain came to the land and started erecting a
bamboo-fenced house there.

When Kanon Bala tried to resist the gang, they tied her
legs and hands with ropes and started beating her merci-
lessly.

Local people with the help of police rescued Kanon Bala
and admitted her to Patuakhali General Hospital. She is
now undergoing treatment at the hospital.

On May 11, Asim Saha filed a case with Dashmina Police
Station against 14 people, including Abul Hossain, accusing
them of the brutal torture on his mother.

Rafiqul gets
bail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

A Tangail court here yester-
day granted bail to Rafiqul
Islam, 35, who was mistak-
enly arrested twice by
Sakhipur police in May
2015 and again on May 14
this year for the crime he
had never committed.
Judge Rupam Kumar
Das gave the order follow-
ing a petition filed by
Rafiqul's lawyer Salim-Al-
Din seeking bail as the real
accused Rafiqul Islam, 22,
is currently in Singapore.
In May 2015, police
detained Rafiqul and later a
court freed him when the
plaintiff Saij Uddin
appeared before it and
testified that Rafiqul was not
the real accused of the case.
General Secretary of
district unit of Bangladesh
Manobadhikar Bastobayon
Sangstha Ataur Rahman
Azad demanded proper
investigation and immedi-
ate steps against the police
officials responsible.
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Jubo League man
murdered

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Criminals killed a Jubo League activist in Newtown area of
Jessore yesterday morning,.

The deceased was Kajol Rahman, 32, son of Ashraf Ali, a
resident of the area.

Kajol, coming from Jessore town on a motorbike with his
friend Igbal Hossain, reached Newtown area when a gang
stabbed him indiscriminately, police said.

Locals took him to Jessore Medical College Hospital
where doctors declared him dead.
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CASE FOR VANDALISM, LOOTING

Land minister's son,
10 others denied bail

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Abdul Hai Talukder, officer in charge of

A Pabna court yesterday rejected the bail
prayer of Shirhan Sherif Tomal, son of Land
Minister Shamsur Rahman Sherif, and 10
other ruling party men, earlier detained on
charge of vandalism and looting in Ishwardi

upazila.

"The arrestees were produced before the
court of Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Rezaul Karim in the morning.
The court rejected their bail prayer and sent
Public Prosecutor Advocate
Aktaruzzaman said yesterday.

A group of ruling party men allegedly led
by Shirhan and Razib Sarkar, president and
general secretary of Ishwardi Jubo League,
vandalised the house of upazila BCL
President Jubayer Biswas at Aminpara on
Thursday afternoon. They also vandalised
several business set-ups and a few houses in

them to jail,”

Ishwardi municipality area.

"Jubayer's father freedom fighter Atiar
Rahman filed a case with Ishwardi Police
Station the same night accusing 32 named
Police arrested
Tomal and 10 others early Friday,”

people including Tomal.

Ishwardi Police Station.

Meanwhile, freedom fighter Ajmal
Haque, also a resident of College Road in
[shwardi municipality, and local business-
man Shariful Islam filed two other cases
accusing 34 people including Tomal on
Saturday night on charge of vandalism and
looting,

Talking to this correspondent over
phone, the land minister's wife
Kamrunnahar Sherif refuted the allegation
against their son, saying, "Tomal is a victim
of conspiracy of my son-in-law Abul
Kalam Azad Mintu, Ishwardi municipality
mayor.,”

After arrest of the land minister's son, a
tense situation is prevailing in Ishwardi
upazila as the local Awami League men got
divided into two groups -- one led by the
minister and the other by the municipality
Mayor.

Talking with this correspondent, Abul
Kalam Azad claimed that the common
people of Ishwardi upazila as well as the
local ruling party men are worried over the

said influence of the minister's family:.

HiNDU LAND GRABBING

AL leader
blamed

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Some local influential peo-
ple have grabbed land of a
Hindu man in Dhanbari
upazila of the district.

Pijus Kantha, of Bilaspur
village, made the allegation at
a press conference at Tangail
Press Club on Saturday:.

Pijus said Sadiqul Islam
alias Amin Professor
grabbed his 45 decimals of
ancestral land, including a
part of dwelling house, at
his village home Bilaspur
about one year ago.

Earlier, Amin set up an
auto rice mill on the land
in 2006, he said.

When Pijus wanted
return of his land, Amin
threatened him by his men
to drive away him from the
country, Pijus alleged.

On May 13, when he
went to Bilaspur to demar-
cate his land, Amin’s men
locked him at his house
from outside and threat-
ened to burn him by pour-
ing petrol, he alleged. Local
people later rescued him
after breaking the lock.

Amin claimed that he
bought the land from
Pijus’'s uncle.

Amin's alleged patroniser
local AL leader Harun-or-
Rashid denied the allegation
of threatening Pijus.

Pijus sought the prime
minister's help in this regard.

Jubo League
leader held for
assaulting cops

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Law enforcers on Saturday arrested a Jubo League leader on
charge of assaulting a sub-inspector (SI), an ASI and five
constables at Badalgachhi Police Station in Naogaon.

The arrestee is Milon Pramanik, 28, sports secretary of
Badalgachhi upazila unit of Jubo League, and son of Abed
Ali of Chakrai village.

Superintendent of Police Mozammel Haque confirmed
it yesterday.

Sub-Inspector Md Aktaruzzaman along with three con-
stables was checking the documents of motorcycles at the
village in the afternoon.

Police stopped Milon when he was returning home. The
law enforcers requested him to show his motorcycle's
papers. But, the ruling party leader all of a sudden got angry
and refused to show the papers. He then locked in an alter-
cation with the policemen.

In the evening, Milon along with 25 people carrying iron
rods entered the police station and allegedly assaulted the
SI. Later, other policemen came to the spot from the barrack
and brought the situation under control.

SI Akteruzzaman, ASI Abdullah Al Baki, constables
Nipendranath, Nuruzzaman, Sheikh Abdullah, Rafiqul
Islam and Suruj Mia were allegedly assaulted. They took
treatment at Badalgachhi Upazila Health Complex.

Atense situation was prevailing in the area over the issue.

Imamul Hasan Titu, president of Jubo League's
Badalgachhi upazila unit, said everybody should respect the
law.

Milon Pramanik, son-in-law of upazila AL president
Anwarul Islam, said he locked in an altercation when a
constable hit the back of his motorcycle with the stick he
was carrying.

Officer-in-Charge Jalal Uddin said SI Aktaruzzaman filed
a case with the police station yesterday, accusing 50 people.,

Directorate of Planning and Development

e-Tender Notice

No. P&D/LP(S-1)-33/16/CHE-04/DR-282(2)
This is to notify all concerned that the following tender have been published through e-GP Portal.

Bangladesh University of Engineering

and Technology

Date: 21.5.2017

Tender ID, Package Name of goods Last selling and closing
No. & date of date & time
publishing
Tender ID; 102854 Supply  Installation  Testing  and | 05-06-2017 14:30pm
Package No. G1 MME | Commissioning of Scientific Equipment for | 06-06-2017 13:00pm

the Department of MME, BUET, Dhaka

Tender |1D: 100262
Package No. G2 MME

Supply
Commissioning of Scientific Equipment for
the Department of MME, BUET, Dhaka

Installation ~ Testing  and | 06-06.2017 14:30pm

07-06-2017 13:00pm

Tender ID: 102861
Package No. G3 CHE

Supply
Commissioning of Scientific Equipment for
the Department of CHE, BUET, Dhaka

Installation ~ Testing  and | 11-06-2017 14:30pm

12-06-2017 14:00pm

Tender ID; 100258
Package No. G1
CHE

Supply
Commissioning of Scientific Equipment for
the Department of CHE, BUET, Dhaka

Installation ~ Testing and | 12-06-2017 14:30pm

13-06-2017 14:00pm

Tender ID: 100261
Package No. G2 CHE

Supply
Commissioning of Scientific Equipment for
the Department of CHE, BUET, Dhaka

Installation ~ Testing  and | 08-06-2017 14:30pm

11-06-2017 14:00pm

Tender 1D: 103088
Package No. LP (S-2)-
282/Reg

Supply Installation and Commissioning of
Photocopy Machine for the Registrar Office
Council Section, BUET, Dhaka

11-06-2017 14:30pm
12-06-2017 13:00pm

Tender |D: 104498 Supply  Installation  Testing and | 12-06-2017 14:30pm
Package No. G4 CHE | Commissioning of Scientific Equipment for | 13-06-2017 12:30pm
(Re-Tender) the Department of CHE, BUET, Dhaka
Tender ID; 103802 | Supply  Installaton  Testing and | 05-06-2017 14:30pm
Package No. G16 Commissioning of Laboratory Equipment | 06-06-2017 13:00pm
BME (A) Set-9A Computer Controlled Bio-Medical
Circulatory for the Department of BME,
BUET, Dhaka
Tender ID; 103820 | Supply  Installaton  Testing and | 06-06-2017 14:30pm
Package No. G16 Commissioning of Laboratory Equipment | 07-06-2017 14:00pm

BME (B)

Set-9B Computer Controlled Bio-Medical
Circulatory for the Department of BME,
BUET, Dhaka

The interested persons/firms may visit the website www.eprocure.gov.bd. This is an
online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and

from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-1076

Dr. Sarwar Jahan Md. Yasin
Director (Additional Charge)
Directorate of Planning and Development and

Professor, Dept of Civil Engineering, BUET, Dhaka




