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How can we benefit from a

China-led globalisation?
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and ultra-nationalism, China is
taking the US' place, supplanting it
as the new global leader with a new
and broad vision of globalisation, A
new global economic order, charac-
terised by regional and international
openness and cooperation for a win-
win outcome - and not for an out-
come where the winner takes all - is
emerging under China's initiative.
The AIIB, NDB, and regional trade
agreements like FTAAP, RCEP, led by
China, constitute the wherewithal of
that blossoming global economic
order. It is the Asia-centric (more
precisely China-centric) economic
order that is gradually superseding
the one founded by the West.

The new order is going to provide
a fresh and massive stimulus to the
process of globalisation that is now
being buffeted by the West, despite
the fact that globalisation was their
concept and they have been the
principal forces behind the extent of
globalisation that the world has
witnessed so far. The West is now
showing protectionist and
isolationist proclivities, for they are
unable to match the current Asian
competitiveness.

Against the backdrop of the fact
that anti-globalisation dynamics are
now gaining strength in the West,
the world is witnessing China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), which is
truly a China-led Asian drive for a
stupendous impetus to
globalisation. Paradoxically, the
efforts to revitalise globalisation are
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President Xi.

The New Silk Road Economic Belt
(SREB) will connect China's central
and western regions to the huge
markets of Eurasia (embodying the
ME, Central Asia, West Asia and
Europe) and East Africa, and help
close the prosperity gap between the
eastern and the land-locked western
and central regions of China, while
the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road
will further boost the economic
prosperity in the eastern and coastal
regions of the country. The Belt and
Road would immensely boost trade,
investment, physical, digital and
other forms of connectivity and
cooperation between all the
countries of the regions in diverse
arenas and facilitate movement of
goods and services and people-to-
people interaction and integration.

The two-day Silk Road summit,
held in Beijing on May 14 and 15,
2017, has given distinctness to
President Xi's image as a new
champion of globalisation and
enhanced his stature as a world
leader. Most countries of the world
are endorsing the Chinese initiative
and evincing interest to work with
China on its transcontinental
projects of connectivity out of a
common aspiration for the
continuance of an economically
liberal and globalised world.

The massive project, of scope
hitherto unknown in human history,
when completed, will also serve as a
conduit for interaction in diverse
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abuse and not the condoning of
discrimination in jobs and at home.
Here is what is surprising. A large

58.5 percent women believe that men
“should have the final word” in

[ ™ Tl

SRS

Chinese President Xi Jinping poses for a group photo with delegates and guests at a welcoming banquet for the

Belt and Road Forum in Beijing.

others. In advancing the Belt and
Road, we will not retread the old
path of games between foes. Instead,
we will create a new model of
cooperation and mutual benefit.” Xi
said the new Silk Road would be
open to all, including Africa and the
Americas, which had no direct
geographical link to the ancient Silk
Road.

The mega-connectivity project
would certainly have a geopolitical

all the Belt and Road countries
would be on the increase.

India, as “one of the most
outspoken advocates of
globalisation and multilateralism”
and also as a regional power, should
cooperate with China to sustain and
harness the synergy generated by the
Asian economic powerhouses in
order to build a poverty-free, liberal
and peaceful globalised world. As
some prominent Indian political
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challenge before her, Poor
infrastructure and scanty FDI inflow
are among them. Every year the
government needs to create 2.5
million jobs. Seamless regional
connectivity and intensified and
speedy globalisation would help her
meet these challenges effectively. The
Belt and Road is expected to prop up
international trade, attract foreign
investment, promote industrial
development, expand digital
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The results of a similar survey in
Pakistan would likely not have been
much different. The Human Rights

course, 'honour' killings. According to
HRCP figures, a number of women

unimpeded connectivity with her
markets and suppliers. She could
emerge as the most important
connectivity hub in an economically
integrated and globalised Asia and
world by virtue of her geographic
location. And she could serve the
entire South Asia, Southeast Asia and
the Far Eastern countries, through a
network of highways and high-speed
railways, and sea, air and digital
connectivity radiating out of
Bangladesh. However, Bangladesh
can become such a hub and ensure
the economic viability of the same,
only with the cooperation of the
neighbouring countries like India,
China, Myanmar and others. And
only if those countries cooperate
between themselves on the Belt and
Road and in other spheres.

Current Asian economic milieu
abounds with opportunities for the
nations of the Asian region. A
challenge for Bangladesh would be
to have the ability to avail herself of
those opportunities and to
consolidate them to her benefit. She,
therefore, needs to remain firmly
and unwaveringly involved in
China's drive for attaining
worldwide connectivity, integration
and globalisation - an initiative that
has no parallel in history in respect
of its scope and potential - so that
the immense benefits of it is likely to
generate do not bypass her.

The writer is former Ambassador and
Secretary.

enables apathy and cultivates
hopelessness; self-hatred enables
malice and cruelty.

the Middle number of the women questioned in Commission of Pakistan has reported The repercussions are evident in
East do not the survey believed the same things as horrific crimes against women, every corner of every home - mothers-
believe in the men who would like to including rape, gang rape, acid in-law pitted against daughters-in-
wormen's discriminate against them, In Egypt, attacks, beatings, torture and, of law, sisters against sisters, aunts

against cousins. With women pitted
against women, their enslavement is

be concluded  decision-making related to matters at commit suicide in the country and perceived as acceptable, even
from a recent home, hundreds of others are killed in the recommended and praised.
survey Similarly, just less than a third of name of honour. Laws passed in Pointing out the dynamics that

conducted by UN Women. The
10,000 respondents who were
questioned belonged to Morocco,
Lebanon, Palestine and Egypt.

Questions included whether they
believed men should get preferential
treatment over women (most thought
so), whether efforts should be made
to increase women's equality in the
economic and political spheres (no),
and in some cases whether it was
okay for a man to beat his wife (over
half of the men in Egypt said yes).
Almost all men (90 percent) in Egypt
believed that men deserve to have the
final say in matters of the home.

We don't, of course, need a survey
to know that gender equality does
not have a lot of supporters among
the men of the Muslim world.
Iterations of this belief can be found
in the newspapers of the region. Men
who do not believe in equality go on
to inflict punishment on the women
who anger them; they belittle and
harass others who share their
workplaces, and generally mistreat
those they encounter. In this sense,
none of the details of the survey are
at all surprising, not the approval of

Egyptian women agreed that it is
okay to sometimes beat a woman.
Nearly three-quarters of women, like
men, believed that men should be
given preferential treatment over
women in jobs. A little less than a
third of women did not think that
women should have the option to
work outside the home after
marriage.

These are shocking results, not
simply because of the attitudes they
point to but also because they lay
bare the cultural architecture that
continues to enable the poor
treatment of women in Muslim
countries. Women currently brought
up in Middle East nations - and in
the Muslim world at large - surveyed,
are essentially being schooled in seltf-
hatred, and are being taught to think
constantly and consistently like men
so that they never identify with or
support other women.

When a woman hears a story
about another woman being beaten,
she does not rail at the injustice or
cry out at the cruelty; instead, she
blames that woman. She must have
done something to provoke the man,

she must be the one at fault and not
the one actually wronged. A similar
logic is evident in questions of who
deserves what - the woman at the

office is the enemy of the woman at
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home; there is no solidarity, no
feeling of sisterhood. There is only a
male mentality and male morality;
women suffer but sympathise with
men.

recent times to curb violence against
women have not been effective in
actually doing so.

The general acceptability of
domestic violence in Pakistani culture
was recently underscored when a
commercial for a washing machine
featured a man making light of
domestic violence. That commercial,
which featured a well-known actor,
was never aired but it could easily
have been. As in Egypt, Lebanon,
Palestine and Morocco, domestic
violence is considered a man's right,
the basis of jokes, but never ever a
crime,

Within this dark reality, it is
difficult to imagine change as a
possibility. Gender discrimination
and hatred and poor treatment of
women obviously have wide
acceptability in society. Similarly,
dismantling the cultural apparatus
that would enable women to think
like women, identify with other
women and resist the dominance of
men, is very difficult. The result is a
world in which women have few
rights, are often mistreated but yet say
nothing and do nothing. Dependence

reveal how women are pitted against
other women is not to exonerate the
men who dominate the system, who
make and enact the rules and means
via which women are sentenced to
lifelong inequality and perpetual
dependence.

In the end, men who treat women
badly rob the latter of their humanity,
reduce them to the status of an
animal, a being who cannot make
decisions, who can be beaten and
disciplined, and whose capacity never
extends beyond carrying out orders,

Change requires an understanding
that morals and society can never be
constructed on the architecture of
discrimination; bossing women
around can make men feel good and
powerful for the moment, but it can
never lead to justice or progress or
virtue, Giving up on gender equality
means giving up on the quest to be
good, and many of those who live in
these parts of the world seem to have
done just that.

-------------------------------------------------------------

The writer Is an attorney teaching Constitutional
Law and Political Philosophy.
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