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SPORT

Rupganj stay alive; Victoria bow out with stinging defeat

SPORTS REPORTER

J Marshall Ayub

w %d and Shahriar
WAILTON" Nafees hit fifties
___':'""“:" as Prime

Doleshwar beat
Abahani by four wickets in one of
the three Dhaka Premier League
matches played at separate venues
yesterday.

But the biggest entertainment of
the day was provided at the
Fatullah Cricket Stadium where
Legends of Rupganj won a high-
scoring thriller against Partex
Sporting Club by five wickets.

The victory kept their slim
chances to of progression into the
Super Six alive, but it will all
depend on tomorrow's crucial
Mohammedan-Sheikh Jamal
match. Rupganj will be praying
for a Mohammedan defeat to
boost their chances of sneaking
into the Super Six battle on a
better run-rate.

At the moment all three teams
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Pakistani batsman Raza Ali Dar fell agonisingly short of a century in Fatullah yesterday, but his run-a-ball 99 led Legends of Rupganj to a
five-wicket win against Partex SC in a Dhaka Premier League contest that went down to the wire.

SCORES IN BRIEF

ABAHANI V PRIME DOLESHWAR
ABAHANI: 246-7 in 50 overs (Afif 94, Mithun
34, Sharman 36 not out, Saifuddin 21 not out:
Sunny 2-34)

PRIME DOLESHWAR: 247-6 in 47.1 overs
(Marshall 83, Nafees 69, Jaker 37; Jayed 3-64)
Result: Prime Doleshwar won by 4 wickets.
Player-of-the-match: Marshall Ayub.
RUPGANJ v PARTEX

PARTEX SC: 272-9 (Jatin 91, Sajjad 50, Sukur
34: Rasel 4-38, Mosharraf 3-54)

LEGENDS OF RUPGANJ: 277-5 in 49.2 overs

(Raza Ali 99, Mahmudul 70, Naeem 46 not
out; Mamun 2-42)

Results: Rupganj won by 5 wickets.
Player-of-the-match: Raja Ali Dar.
BROTHERS v VICTORIA

BROTHERS UNION: 235-9 all out in 49.1
overs (Bisla 78, Kapali 35, Myshukur 38;
Monir 38-5, Mahabubul 3-57)

VICTORIA SC: 234-9 in 50 overs (Uttam 49,
Moinul 41, Sayeem 34; Bisla 3-39)
Result: Brothers won by 1 run.
Player-of-the-match: M5 Bisla.

are tied on 12 points with Sheikh
Jamal (0.041) enjoy a better run-
rate than Mohammedan (-0.127)
and Rupgang (-0.192).

Back to the day's cracking game
at Fatullah, it was actually a battle
between a Pakistani and an Indian
where the former came out trium-
phant as Rupganj chased down an

impressive Partex total of 272-9
with fourballs to spare.

Indian Jatin Saxena smashed a
50-ball 91 for Partex. The right-
hander from Madhya Pradesh,
who hit 11 fours and five sixes,
looked so ominous that it needed
Pakistan left-arm spinner Raza Ali
Dar's special effort to dismiss him.

Ali however refused to stop
there and when Rupganj came out
to bat the young all-rounder from
Lahore played the anchor role with
a run-a-ball 99. He shared a
fabulous 154 runs for the third
wicket with Mahmudul Hasan,
who hit an equally impressive 70
off 93 balls that contained three
fours and a six.

Away at BKSP's ground number
3 in Savar, Doleshwar overcame a
late Abahani surge to eventually
win the contest comfortably.
Chasing Abahani's fighting 246-7,
Doleshwar rode on Marshall's
solid 83 and Shahriar's 69 to win
the game with 17 balls to spare.

Marshall, who hit nine fours
and a six in his 94 ball knock, put
on 89 runs with Shahriar for the
third wicket before the latter was
dismissed after hitting three fours
and as many sixes in his 78-ball
innings. Marshall was out in the

46th over but at that time, victory
was almost in the bag.

Earlier Abahani, electing to bat,
were in all sorts of trouble. The
holders were reduced to 50-4
before Afif Hossain single-
handedly took them to a reason-
able total with a fine 94 off 106
balls that featured ten fours and
three sixes. He put on 89 runs for
the fifth wicket with Mohammad
Mithun (34). Manan Sharman (37
offt 27 balls) and Mohammad
Saifuddin (21 off 8 balls) provided
the late flourish-plundering 40
runs off the last 17 balls. But it was
notenough to avoid a defeat.

The victory confirms Doleshwar
move into the Super Six on equal
points with Abahani, both having
16 points on completion of their 11
first round games. However
Abahani, with a healthy run-rate,
stayed at second position behind
leaders Gazi Group in the 12-team
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table. Gazi have a chance to open
up a four-point lead going into the
Super Six provided that they beat
Prime Bank in their final first
round game tomorrow.

In the day's other match, also at
the BKSP, Brothers Union pulled
off an exciting one-run win
against bottom-ranked Victoria
Sporting Club.

Victoria, who have won only one
game in 11 outings, bowed out of the
top flight with a heartening perfor-
mance when chasing Brother's 235.
They finished on 234-9.

Victoria middle-order batsman
Moinul Islam, who took two
wickets to restrict Brothers to a
modest total, was facing the last
ball with his side needing four of
the last ball to sign off with some
pride. But he could only smuggle
two runs before being run out
while chasing a third. Moinul
scored 41.

SOUTH ASIAN B'BALL

BD beat Nepal
in opener

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh made a good
start to their 5th South
Asian Basketball
Championship campaign,
beating Nepal in their
opening match in Male
yesterday.

The Bangladesh team,
who went to the Maldives
capital on Thursday to take
part in the fifth edition of
the regional championship,
beat Nepal by 76-606
points, Mithun Kumar
Biswas was adjudged the
best player of the match.

In the other match of
the opening day, regional
powerhouse India thrashed
hosts Maldives by 84-42
points, with Amritpal Singh
being adjudged the best
player.

ASIAN CONTINENTAL CHESS

Razib 29th,
Rakib 61st

An action from yesterday's women's kabaddi match between Kishoreganj and Gazipur at the Dhanmondi
Sultana Kamal Women's Sports Complex. The game was part of a two-day sports carnival, titled Walton Dhaka
Divisional Women's Sports Festival, which also featured athletics, volleyball and handball. A total of 186 partici-

pants from 13 district teams of the Dhaka division took part in the festival. PHOTO: STAR

24 picked for
U-19 camp

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board selected 24 cricketers
for the Bangladesh Under-
19 training camp.

The camp will start at
the BCB National Cricket
Academy today and the
selected players have been
asked to report by 3.30pm.
BANGLADESH UNDER-19
PRELIMINARY SQUAD:
Saif Hassan, Sozib Hosen,
Pinak Ghosh, Naim Sheikh,
Mohammad Jalal Uddin,
Afif Hossain, Tawhid Ridoy,
Aminul Islam Biplob, Rayan
Rafsan Rahman, Shamim
Hossain Patwary, Habibur
Rahman Maruf,
Mohammad Rakib, Mahidul
Islam Bhuiyan, Shakil
Hossain, Monir Hossain,
Saidul Islam Pramanik,
Nayeem Hasan, Shakhawat
Hossain, Qazi Onik Islam,
Yeasin Arafat, Mukidul
Islam, Mohammad Abdul
Halim, Hasan Mahmud and
Robiul Haque.

More like
Soumya

SPORTS REPORTER

The Tigers enjoyed an off day yesterday with
no scheduled training activities, and
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza's men were in a chilled
out mood as a perfect win against Ireland in
their third match in the tri-series gave them
some relief,

Bangladesh will get three more days before playing their
last match in the tri-series against New Zealand; a match
where the Tigers will definitely try to carry on the momen-
tum they have gained from the last match against Ireland.

Bangladesh captain Mashrafe Bin Mortaza also said that
they were looking forward to the match against New
Zealand which will take place on May 24. Any good result
against New Zealand in the last match will be huge boost
for Mashrafe's men ahead of their ICC Champions Trophy;
where they will start their campaign against England on
June 1.

"We're looking forward to it [the New Zealand match|, we
had a chance in the last match [against New Zealand in the
second game| but didn't go through with it, but if we play as
well as we did against Ireland there is a chance to win the
game," said Mashrafe.

There was a reason for the ODI skipper to be satisfied
with his team's effort in the last match as they gave their
opponents no chances throughout the match and showed a
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The Tigers reaped
the rewards of
Soumya Sarkar
carrying his bat till
the end of the
innings against
Ireland on Friday.
PHOTO: AFP

truly professional approach, stamping their authority as a
much better side than their associate member opponents.

Much has already been written about Mustafizur
Rahman's spell which provided signs that the left-armer was
returning to his old form, but the batting performance of
Soumya Sarker also deserves some special credit.

It was not because that the tall left-hander made yet
another half century; rather it was the way he stayed in the
middle until the end of the innings that provided an encour-
aging sign.

There have hardly been any doubts about his ability, but
the questions were there about his premature demise as he
often failed to carry his bat after making a fifty. He made 61,
the highest score for his side, against New Zealand, but was
dismissed within 25 overs which hindered his side's possi-
bility of putting up a challenging total on the board.

In the last match he batted 28 overs and was not out,
showing the kind of benefit his team can get from the batsman
if he stays at the crease. It will be a nightmare for any team if the
elegant left-hander can carry his bat for more than 30 overs.

Selector Habibul Bashar also believes that.

"A good-looking fifty cannot be the answer from any top
order batsman. When we would want to beat the top sides,
especially when we are going to play against teams like England,
Australia and New Zealand in the Champions Trophy, someone
from top order must play a big knock, " said Bashar.

"In that context, Soumya's unbeaten 87-run knock was
encouraging and it was not because he scored more than 80;
rather the fact that he could finish the match. If a batsman like
Soumya can stay at the crease for a long while, it will be a big
boost for the Bangladesh batting order. I'was also happy as he hit
one of his sixes over mid-on and he played through the cover
rather than only through midwicket,"” Bashar concluded.
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National champion GM
Enamul Hossain Razib
became 29th in the Asian
Continental Chess

WI select Beaton

AFP, Hyderabad

Pune's first or Mumbai's third?

Pune into the finals. Of course he has

Championships which
concluded in Chengdu,
China yesterday. Razib
earned 4.5 points from the
event, thereby raising his
rating by 12 points from
this event.

GM Abdullah Al Rakib
became 61st with 3.5
points while WIM
Shamima Akter Liza
became 48th with 2.5
points in the women's
section. WFM Nazrana
Khan Eva became 50th
after failing to earn any
points.

GM Wang Hao became
champion and GM Bu
Xiangzhi became runner-
up with 7 points each in
open section and WIM Vo
Thi Kim Phung became
champion with 7.5 points
in women's section.

for Afghan series

AFP, St John's

West Indies on Friday called up uncapped
fast bowler Ronsford Beaton into their 13-
man squad to face Afghanistan in a three-
match Twenty20 series next month,

The tall 24-year-old fast bowler has so far
played 36 T20 matches, with 31 wickets
including best figures of 4-9.

Test skipper Jason Holder has been rested after a gruel-
ling battle against Pakistan which saw West Indies lose the
Test, ODI and T20 series.

West Indies, the defending world T20 champions, insisted
they will not take Afghanistan lightly, especially as the Asian
side are pushing hard to be granted Test match status.

The three games against Afghanistan will all take place at
Warner Park in St Kitts --on June 2, 3 and 5.

The two teams will also play three one-dayers later in the

month.
SQUAD: Carlos Brathwaite (captain), Samuel Badree,
Ronsford Beaton, Evin Lewis, Jason Mohammed, Sunil
Narine, Kieron Pollard, Rovman Powell, Marlon Samuels,
Lendl Simmons, Jerome Taylor, Chadwick Walton, Kesrick
Williams.

Steve Smith's
WS Rising Pune
IP Supergiant eye
their maiden
Indian Premier
League crown as they meet tourna-
ment favourites Mumbai Indians in
a mouth-watering title clash in
Hyderabad on Sunday,

Pune, who ended seventh in the
eight-team Twenty20 tournament
last year, had a mixed start this
season only to pick up momentum
towards the business end.

Pune's record buy Ben Stokes
proved to be the trump card as the
England all-rounder's showing with
the bat and ball was instrumental in
theside clinching a play-off berth.

But the team showed in the first
qualifier against Mumbai that it is
not a one-man army after young
spinner Washington Sundar turned
out to be the unlikely hero with his
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match-winning haul of three wickets.
Sundar's performance made up
for Stokes' absence, after he left for
national duty before the knockouts.
However Pune, whose two-year
run along with Gujarat Lions ends
this season, may be playing their last
game in the cash-rich league after
being denied an extension by the
governing council early this month.
But captain Smith, who took
charge from Mahendra Singh Dhoni
ahead of this season, is focused on
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the task at hand as he praised the
team for its stupendous showing.
“You really need to peak at the right
time in tournaments like this... It is a
really exciting time for us," Smith said
after his team booked the final spot.
Dhoni's finishing powers might
be on the wane but his presence is
enough to intimidate the opposition.
His 26-ball unbeaten 40 in the
previous game was a proof of his
game-changing ability. "Steve Smith
has led the side admirably and got

had great help from Dhoni,” former
India captain Sunil Gavaskarsaidina
column in The Times of India.

But two-time champions
Mumbai will be no pushovers.
Mumbai, who will be playing their
fourth IPL final, have been the team
to beat in this edition with 11 wins
out of their 16 matches.

"We have been really working
hard. We don't shy away from going
into the finals the hard way. Today
was the perfect day. Gives you a lot of
confidence," Sharma said the win
against Kolkata on Friday."We've not
had a great history against (Pune).
Just one more hurdle" Sharma,
whose team have lost all its three
games against Pune this season, said.

Champions in 2013 and 2015,
Mumbai boast of a number of match-
winners including some power-
packed foreign presence in big-hitter
Kieron Pollard and New Zealand fast
bowler Mitchell McClenaghan.



