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Palestinian killed by

Israeli settler in WB
AFP, Nablus

A Palestinian was killed by
an Israeli settler during a
clash near the city of
Nablus in the occupied
West Bank yesterday. The
clash near a military post
erupted when an Israeli
settler in a car attempted to
cross a crowd of Palestinian
protesters, with the settler
and Israeli soldiers opening
fire, Palestinian security
sources said.

India's environment

minister dies at 60
AFP, New Delhi

India's environment minis-
ter Anil Madhav Dave died
yesterday at the age of 60 in
New Delhi, shocking col-
leagues who remembered
him as a nature lover com-
mitted to conservation. Dave
complained of discomfort in
the morning and was rushed
from his home to All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
where he passed away.

Chinese attack copter
makes maiden flight

REUTERS, Beijing

China unveiled an indigen-
ously developed attack heli-
copter yesterday as it eyes a
lucrative export market and
ramps up an ambitious
modernisation programme.
China has rattled nerves
around the region with its
plan to reform its military,
the world's largest, focusing
on quality over quantity and
replacing old equipment.

Russia launches ferry
service with N Korea

AFP, Moscow

The first ever ferry service
linking Russia and North
Korea was launched yester-
day, the company operating
it said, hoping to serve
tourists and North Korean
workers. The ferry will travel
weekly between Russia's far
eastern city of Vladivostok
and the North Korean port
of Rajin, also called Rason,
said Vladimir Baranov, a
director of the company.

PHILIPPINES DRUG WAR
Duterte warns
of thousands
more killings

AFP, Manila

Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte said yester-
day he wanted to behead
opponents of his drug war
and warned 50,000 people
could die in the crack-
down, after rejecting
European Union aid in
response to its criticism of
the killings.

Duterte insisted he
would not be intimidated
by criticism of the drug
war, which rights groups
have said could be a crime
against humanity.

"Don't trust those
human rights (critics), if
you do I will cut off both
your heads," Duterte said
in a speech to inaugurate a
bridge in the southern
Philippines.

"1 will not be influenced
by any fear. Jail me. So jail
me. If they say I should be
jailed, okay. Fine. I'll pay
the price."

Duterte said human
rights activists had alleged
that 10,000 people had
died in his drug war since
he came to power in the
middle of last year, but
warned of many more
deaths in his quest to eradi-
cate drugs in society.

"Make that 50,000. I will
really finish them off, And
even if [ go to hell, I can rot
in prison. I do not mind. I
am old.”

Duterte's comments
came shortly after his
spokesman said the
Philippines would refuse
European Union grants
that "interfered" with its
internal affairs.

Sri Lankan firemen and rescue workers look for survivors after a seven-storey building collapsed during construction in
Colombo yesterday. At least 20 workers were pulled alive from the rubble and hospitalised for minor injuries, as emergency
responders looked for more workers trapped inside.
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Remove obstacles to
good relationship

China urges South Korea amid
US deployment of THAAD

AFP, Beijing

China's foreign minister urged South Korea's new govern-
ment yesterday to remove "obstacles" to good relations
amid Chinese anger at the US deployment of an anti-missile
system on the Korean peninsula.

Greeting South Korean presidential envoy Lee Hae-Chan
in Beijing, Foreign Minister Wang Yi said bilateral relations
have made immense progress over the years.

"But this year we've had some undeserved setbacks,"
Wang said, likely in a veiled reference to the Terminal High
Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) system that became opera-
tional earlier this month.

"We hope the new government will correct the problems
that we have encountered and take effective measures and
positions as soon as possible to remove the obstacles that have
been placed on the road to good relations between our two
countries.”

South Korea's new President Moon Jae-In dispatched Lee
to Beijing in the wake of his election victory last week.

Ties between Seoul and Beijing soured before Moon's
election over the deployment of THAAD, which is aimed at
guarding against threats from nuclear-armed North Korea.
Chinasees THAAD as a threat to the regional security balance.

Left-leaning Moon and President Xi Jinping spoke on the
phone last week and both agreed that denuclearising North
Korea was a "common goal” between them, Moon's spokes-
man said.

"We believe South Korea will bring clear measures to
improve relations, " Wang said.

Huge win for India

UN court bars Pakistan's execution of Indian national
convicted of spying; Islamabad hits out at Delhi

New Delhi also appealed for the court to

AGENCIES

The UN's top court yesterday ordered Pakistan
to stay the execution of an Indian national
convicted of spying, in a decision hailed by

New Delhi.

Judges at the International Court of Justice
(IC]) ruled in a unanimous
and binding decision that
Kulbhushan Sudhir Jadhav
must not be executed by
Islamabad until they have
had time to pass final judge-

ment in the case.

Jadhav was arrested in the
restive southwestern Pakistani
province of Balochistan in
March 2016 and Pakistani
officials claim he has confessed
to spying for Indian intelli-
gence services. He was convicted last month
by a military court and sentenced to death.

But India has maintained he is not a spy,
and lodged a case against Pakistan earlier this
month, accusing Islamabad of violating the
Vienna Convention by failing to provide him
with consular access, as well as breaking
international human rights law.

Impose emergency measures to suspend
Jadhav's execution until the legal battle in The
Hague has concluded, reported AFP.

“Pakistan shall take all measures at its dis-

posal to ensure that Mr Jadhav is not executed

JADHAV CASE

-m”

pending the final decision in these proceed-

ings,” said the court's presi-
dent Ronny Abraham.

He also ordered Pakistan to
inform the tribunal that it has
implemented the decision,
and stressed that IC] decisions
are binding on all member
states.

Indian Foreign Minister
Sushma Swaraj welcomed the
ruling and said in a Tweet that
it was "a great relief to the
family of Kulbhushan Jadhav

and peopleof India".

Meanwhile, Pakistan said it does not accept
the International Court of Justice's jurisdiction in
matters related to national security, reported TOL

Foreign Office spokesman Nafees Zakaria
also hit out at India, saying the country has
been "trying to hide its real face” by taking the
case of Jadhav to IC]J.

India to build 10
domestic nuke
power reactors

AFP, New Delhi

India on Wednesday said it
will develop 10 domesti-
cally-built heavy water
reactors to increase its
nuclear power capacity, as
it looks to ramp up clean
energy generation.

The federal cabinet
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi approved
the plan to built the pres-
surised heavy water reactors
with a combined capacity
of 7,000 megawatts, more
than double the country's
current atomic power gen-
eration of 6,780 megawatts.

"A total of 7,000 MW
capacity will be added. It will
help produce clean energy,"
power minister Piyush Goyal
said at a media briefing,

The planned nuclear units
will generate business worth
700 billion rupees ($11
billion) and create more
than 33,000 jobs, the gov-
ernment said.
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Police detain supporters of India's main opposition Congress party during a protest against what the demonstrators
say are increasing rape incidents, in Agartala, India, yesterday.

NDTV ONLINE

India ex-minister, 82,
passes school exam

of his parole in April.

on Wednesday.

Chautala's big inspira-
tion in jail was apparently
neighbor Manu Sharma,
who is serving a life term
for the 1999 killing of
model Jessica Lal and
chasing a law degree.

The Haryana politi-
cian is serving a 10-year

At 82, jailed former Haryana chief minister
Om Prakash Chautala has finally finished
school. The veteran cleared his class 12
exam recently and scored first division, his
son Abhay Singh Chautala told reporters

sentence for corruption at Delhi's Tihar
Jail, one of Asia's biggest prisons with
many high profile prisoners. He was con-
victed in a teachers' recruitment scam.

For the exam conducted in the prison
by a government institute for open learn-
ing, Chautala had to return in the middle

When the last exam was
Chautala was out on parole but he went
back in for it. The former chief minister
had been let off briefly so he could
attend the wedding of his grandson,
parliamentarian Dushyant Singh
Chautala. His parole ended on May 5.

Abhay Chautala said his father is now
planning to bag a college degree.

The Indian National Lok Dal presi-
dent was forced to quit school to take
care of his family.

"When he was in school, my grandfather

Chaudhary Devi Lal was
into politics. My father, the
eldest in the family after
him, had to educate his
siblings, look after the
family. Later, he himself
entered politics and found
little time to pursue his
studies,” explained Abhay
Chautala.
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US cop cleared
in shooting of
black man

AFP, Chicago

A white police officer in the
southern city of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, has been
acquitted of manslaughter
in the fatal shooting of an
unarmed African-American
man, US news reports said
yesterday.

Officer Betty Shelby was
charged in September with
killing Terence Crutcher,
whose car had broken
down on a Tulsa street.

A jury deliberated for
nine hours before acquit-
ting Shelby, according to a
local television station,
KFOR-TV.

Shelby said she shot 40-
year-old Crutcher because
she feared for her life,
thinking he was reaching
for a gun in his vehicle.
Authorities later deter-
mined that Crutcher did
not have a gun.

US immigration
arrests up 40pc
under Trump

REUTERS, New York

Iran prepares to vote

in presidential polls
Rouhani looks to beat hard-liner

AGENCIES

US arrests of suspected illegal
immigrants rose by nearly 40
percent in the first 100 days of
Donald Trump's presidency,
following executive orders
that broadened the scope of
who could be targeted for
immigration violations,
according to government
data released on Wednesday.
The acting director of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) Thomas
Homan said that arrests by his
agency jumped to 41,318
between January 22 of this

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani staked his political
future on opening Iran ever so slightly to the outside world
and overcoming hard-liners' opposition to secure a historic
nuclear deal in exchange for relief from crippling sanctions.

He'll soon find out if voters think it's enough to keep him
in the job.

The 68-year-old cleric, a moderate within Iran's political
system, has history on his side as Iranians vote for president
today. No incumbent president has failed to win re-election
since 1981, when Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the current
supreme leader and most powerful man in Iran, became
president himself,

Political analysts and the scant

polling data that's available sug- US extends oearandtie end-of knfileap
gest Rouhani will come outon top sanctions reliefunder | fom 30,028 arrests in roughly
among the four candidates left Iran nuclear deal the same period last year.

running, though an outright win is
by no means assured. Failure to
secure a majority today would send
the two top vote-getters into a
runoff a week later, reported AP,

His supporters streamed into
downtown Tehran streets thick
with police for rallies that lasted into the early hours yester-
day, just ahead of a 24-hour no-campaigning period before
the vote.

Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump on Wednesday
extended wide sanctions relief for Iran called for under a
2015 international nuclear deal even as he imposed narrow
penalties on Iranian and Chinese figures for supporting
Iran's ballistic missile program, reported AFP,

The dual actions, announced by the Departments of State
and Treasury, appeared intended to signal a tough stance on
Iran even as Trump continued predecessor President Barack
Obama's pact under which Iran agreed to limit its nuclear
program in return for sanctions relief.

Of those arrested almost
two-thirds had criminal
convictions. But there was
also a significant jump - of
more than 150 percent - in
the number of immigrants
not convicted of further
crimes arrested by ICE:
10,800 since the beginning
of the year compared to
4,200 non-criminal arrests
in the same period in 2016.

That increase is a result of
recent guidance given by
Homeland Security Secretary
John Kelly to implement
Trump's executive orders on
interior immigration
enforcement and border
security signed on Jan 25.

Slaps Iranian,
Chinese figures over
ballistic missiles
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