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/ reasons why we love

Saat Masjid Road is always evolv-
ing! If you journey merely 3 years
back and compare the road to
what it is today, you will find a
myriad range of changes: new
eateries, clothing stores, and many
such additions. And vyet, old edi-
fices have survived the evolution,
albeit that they are standing awk-
wardly amidst modern life. From
the Mughal legacies to burger
joints, here are 7 reasons why we
love Saat Masjid Road!

The Saat Gambuj Masjid of

Saat Masjid Road

Although it would be a slight
detour from the main road, the
connection of Saat Gambuj Masjid
(literally meaning 'seven-domed
mosque') with Saat Masjid Road is
unavoidable: it is named after the
mosque.

This mesmerising Mughal mon-
ument was built during Subahdar
Shaista Khan's era; in about 1680.
The mosque has three main
domes; add to that four more on
the four corners and you have the
seven-domed mosque.

Once upon a time, the
Buriganga River used to flow by it!
Today, the mosque premises are
surrounded by modern buildings,
and one will find it hard to imag-
ine the serenity of the place with
the beautiful mosque and the
neighbouring river.

Just a stone's throw away is an
unknown tomb from olden times.
Many think that this tomb might
belong to one of Shaista Khan's
daughters.

An old Eidgah

Constructed in 1640, (during
Subahdar Shah Shuja's era), you
have passed this Mughal Eidgah (a
site for Eid congregational prayers)

plenty of times. The next time, why
don't you stop for ten minutes and

visit the place? The serene green
field - bounded by beautiful deco-

rative walls - is where time stops at

the busy Saat Masjid Road.
Burgers!

The road has an astounding num-
ber of eateries, more than fifty for

Road of horror
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Visiting the road -- one of the entry
points to the capital -- on Wednesday,
this correspondent saw numerous pot-
holes filled with water and knee-deep
mud at some spots.

Abul Kalam Azad, a trader in the
area, said the road has been in a bad
shape for the last six years. But its condi-
tion worsened after Dhaka South City
Corporation (DSCC) started repairing
the road around four months ago.

He alleged that the contractors dug
up the entire two-km stretch of the road
instead of doing it part by part.

“They are doing their work at a snail's
pace.”

People would have to suffer more if
the authorities concerned don't com-
plete the work before the monsoon, he
added.

This correspondent couldn't reach
any of the contractors for comments.

Mohammad Sohel, driver of a CNG-
run autorickshaw, claimed that at least a
dozen vehicles get trapped in the pot-
holes on the road every day.

Sohel was struggling to repair his
autorickshaw that broke down on the
road around 6:00am on Wednesday.

"1 took passengers for a trip from
Jatrabari to Rupganj in Narayanganj for
Tk 1,000. But the vehicle got stuck in a
pothole and broke down,” he added.

Md Anisur Rahman, officer-in-charge
of Jatrabari Police Station, said they face
difficulties in moving to various spots in
the area due to bad condition of the
road.

Contacted, DSCC Mayor Sayeed
Khokon said the road has been in a
sorry state over the last five years. The
DSCC started repairing the road around
four months back, but early rain
made the task harder.

Khokon said they would go for
reinforced cement concrete (RCC)
method, instead of using bitumen, for
repairing the road.

Mohammad Borhan Uddin, execu-
tive engineer of the DSCC Zone-5, said
the repair of the road started four
months ago and is expected to end by
October.

He said they had taken an initiative
to repair the road last year but it took
more time than expected to complete
the tender process.

The repair work of the one-km
stretch of the road from Jatrabari cross-
ing to Kajla would be completed by
October at a cost of Tk 20 crore, Borhan
mentioned.

He further said they are also setting
up a drainage systern in the area to
protect the road from waterlogging,.

“We are putting pressure on the
contractors to complete the work by
October and are also monitoring their
work,” added the DSCC official.
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sure! There are tall buildings in
Saat Masjid Road that are more or
less entirely occupied by restau-
rants; many more are in smaller 1
to 3-storied buildings; there is the
food court in Shimanto Square;
there is street food. Together, a
mammeoth 'army’ of eateries pro-
vides a wide plethora of choices.
And let's not forget that this
road is home to almost all the
legendary burger joints in town:
Madchef, Takeout, American
Burger, Burger King. Call it 'Burger
Street'!
Being Bengali
Chhayanaut in Saat Masjid Road is
a cultural hub. From its courses to
the performances, Chhayanaut
adds to the vivacity - and versatility
- of the road. The centre provides
depth and maturity to the Saat
Masjid Road scene, with its songs
and dances celebrating our culture.
For the love of the game
There are not many playgrounds in
Dhaka, much to our dismay. One
such rarity is the Abahani play-
ground in Saat Masjid Road, giving
the youth a rare opportunity for
playing and exploring their pas-
sion for sports.

A stroll by the lake

Dhaka was once known as "Venice

SAAT MASJID ROAD
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of the East'. There were several
lakes and canals, many of which
are now extinct.

Dhanmondi Lake, which com-
prises of a good chunk of
Dhanmondi, provides the much-
needed refreshment for the area's
residents. There is a part of the
lake beside Saat Masjid Road as
well, which remains a favourite
hangout spot for the youth.
Shopping
There are a number of fashion
houses in Saat Masjid Road. And
there is Anam Rangs Plaza. And on
one end stands Shimanto Square,
which by its own right is a land-
mark. All these make Saat Masjid
Road quite a popular shopping
hub.

Will it be incorrect to say that
Saat Masjid Road is the best street
in Dhaka for an evening out with
friends? Just look at the diversity of
the things you can do! Whether
you are a sports fan, a history buff,
an avid shopper, or a glutton, Saat
Masjid Road will not let you down.

Note: To watch the video series of
'Streets of Dhaka', log on to Star Live,
the official YouTube channel of The
Daily Star.

RCC decides to

sack 200

ANwar Ali, Rajshahi

Rajshahi City Corporation (RCC) has
decided to sack 200 staffers employed
on daily-payment basis from next
month.

The decision came after RCC Mayor
Mosaddek Hossain Bulbul found
those employees were appointed
"without requirement and due to
lobbies of local ruling party lawmakers
and leaders” when he was suspended
for being charge-sheeted in four
criminal cases, including one for
murder.

Most of the fired employees work-
ing in administration, revenue, engi-
neering, conservancy, health and
accounts had been "verbally asked”
not to attend office early this month
with immediate effect and they
stopped coming to office, said officials
of the city corporation.

The city corporation needed Tk 12
lakh a month to pay the employees'
salaries, Mayor Bulbul, also the presi-

staffers

dent of the city BNP told The Daily

Star.

"It has put an extra pressure on the

city corporation expenditure, " he said.
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Many of them could not do the
work for which they had been
recruited. Such as a computer operator
did not know how to type and a health
worker never went on field visit, he
said.

Ward Councillor Nizam-ul Azim,
who was the acting mayor in absence of
Bulbul, admitted that he accepted
requests of local Awami Leagueleaders.

But he claimed that the recruitment
was necessary and it was done follow-
ing the rules. "Honest and skilled
youths were recruited to perform their
jobs effectively.”

The employees include office
assistants, van-pullers who collect
household waste, electrician assistants
and health workers, hesaid.

However, Bulbul said they were
considering keeping 30 employees,
who performed well, in their services.
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People's rights flouted
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asking their money back. But their
requests were turned down.

Later, the 17 companies filed peti-
tions with the HC, seeking a refund with
interest.

In the full verdict, the SC said though
the Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence (DGFI) denied its role in the
“extortion” of money, BB documents
clearly show that the money were
collected by Lt Col Md Afzal Naser
Bhuiyan, for the DGFL.

The verdict said that this money was
not deposited by the writ petitioners by
any chalan rather the payments were
made by pay orders and cheques
although the officer mentioned in his
forwarding letters that they money was

collected in due tax, VAT and AIT.

The SC said under the constitution or
any other law, no officer of DGFI or any
officer of intelligence forces has any
authority to recover such money in tax or
VAT, Article 83 of the constitution
prohibits in such collection.

"We firmly hold that it is essential
jurisprudence of our legal system that
emergency situation and proclamation of
emergency situation under the constitu-
tion or any other situation whatsoever
does not give the president of republic or
the government itself or any other
governmental authority, be it law
enforcing agency or DGFI, any extraordi-
nary power to interfere in the life, property
and private business and affairs or any
individual or any other person including
any incorporated body without posi-
tive sanction of valid piece of statutory
law, especially when extraction of
money is involved, " reads the verdict.

“We take note that though all the
money were extorted by the DGFI and
deposited with Bangladesh Bank, the
latter tried to justify its action which is
reprehensible. It [BB] is the custodian of
public money -- it has nothing to do with
any action of the government or its
agencies as to whether those actions were
justified orunjustified.”

The BB cannot act like the executive
and justity the illegal acts of an organ of
the executive. It is the government which
can explain in which manner and how the
money have been collected or extorted,
the courtruled.

The government remained a silent
spectator but the BB and its chief executive
supported the inhuman acts of an
intelligence department of the govern-
ment, flouting and exceeding the norms
and the purpose for which the bank was
set up, the verdict said.

In the verdict the SC lauded various
activities of the armed forces such as its

role during natural disasters as well as in
maintaining internal security.

Since the mid-1970s, the army fought
tribal insurgents in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts. Then in November 2008,
Bangladesh Navy effectively prevented
economic aggression by Myanmar in the
seas of Bangladesh. Occasionally, the
military forces have been called to do
social work like rehabilitation of people
following a flood or cyclone, it said.

There is also a dark side of these forces
aswell, said the SC.

"Some aberrant officers participated in
the killing of the father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and other members of his family, his kith
and kin. They also committed heinous
crime like the killing of four national
leaders in the Dhaka Central Jail. Some of
the aberrated personnel also brutally
killed President Ziaur Rahman, " it said.

"Some misguided power-monger high
ranking officers declared martial laws in
1975 and 1982. This National Forces
should not take the responsibility of these
deviant officers and jawans."

Similarly, the werdict said, in 2007
some of the officers compelled the
president to declare emergency in the
country on January 11, 2007,

"It was practically not their sole
responsibility because then President
Professor Dr Yeaz Uddin Ahmed in
violation of the constitutional provisions
then prevailing assumed the functions of
the Chief Advisor of the Non-Party
Caretaker Government in addition to his
own functions under clause (6) of article
58C of the constitution.

"This illegal assumption of power
inflamed the political parties and public
in general. It is also not comprehensible
how this regime has arrested Sheikh
Hasina, the present prime minister, who
was not the immediate past prime
minister of the country on the ground of
corruption without arresting the immedi-
ate past prime minister."

The SCsaid the political party in power
did not find such corruption case in five
years against Hasina, but the regime
compelled one to file the corruption case
against her.

"The regime indiscriminately arrested
political personalities and businessmen.
The country was about to brink of
economic collapse by reason of indis-
criminate arrest of politicians and
businessmen by some ambitious officers
of the Armed Forces."

The apex court highly appreciated the
role of Indian armed forces as it said since
1947, one institution that remained
absolutely free of communalism and
divisive tendencies is the Indian Army:.

"But unfortunately Bangladesh,
Nepal, Myanmar, Pakistan Armed Forces
have had to intervene and run the affairs
of the countries with gun point and
thereby, democratic fabrics were
destroyed and it has become tougher for
the democratically elected governments
to consolidate democracy, rule of law
and sovereignty of the people of those
countries.”

The SC outlined six-point guidelines
for establishing armed forces in a
democratic country. They are: (1) the
existence of a clear legal and constitu-
tional framework, defining the basic
relationship between the state and the
armed forces; (2) a significant role of
parliament in legislating of defense and
security matters, in influencing the
formulation of national strategy, in
contributing transparency to decisions
concerning defense and security policy,
in giving budget approval and in
controlling spending using “the
power of the purse” in issues related to
“the power of the sword”; (3) the
hierarchical responsibility of the
military to the government through a
civilian organ of public administra-
tion; (4) the presence of a well trained
and experienced military corps that is
respected and funded by a civilian
authority, which acknowledges the
principle of civilian control, including
the principle of political neutrality
and nonpartisanship of the armed
forces; (5) the existence of a devel-
oped civil society; and (6) the pres-
ence of a reasonable non-
governmental component within the
defense community capable of partici-
pating in public debate on defense
and security policy, presenting alter-
native views and programmes.

The top court said that under the
constitution, the "Armed Forces” was
embedded in the system of the separation
of powers. As part of the executive, the
Armed Forces are bound by law and
justice, and the protection of the basic
human rights.

"Independent courts ensure that the
Armed Forces comply with the law. A
basic principle is that the members of the
Armed Forces, like all other citizens, are
subject to ordinary jurisdiction and also
enjoy the guarantee of legal protection
and the right to have recourse to the
courts. There can be no independent
military jurisdiction in the classic sense,
i.e. jurisdiction as the product of the
command authority of military leaders,"
said the SC.

Shatat makes confessional statement
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Later, the two arrestees were sent to jail.

Meanwhile, police claimed that
Nayem, in his primary interrogation,
also confessed to his involvement in
the rape.

Yesterday, a Dhaka court placed the
alleged rapist on a seven-day remand
after Ismot Ara produced him before it
with a 10-day remand plea.

Invited to Shafat's birthday party on
March 28, the two girls went to the
hotel around 9:00pm. After the party
ended around midnight, Shafat and
Nayem raped them in two rooms,
alleged one of the two girls who filed
the case.

Shafat's driver Billal filmed the rape,
Shafat's bodyguard Rahmat Ali intimi-
dated the girls while Sakif, who intro-
duced the girls to the "rapists” 15 days
before the incident, refrained from
informing the hotel authorities and
the police about the incident, she
alleged, adding that all the five accused
were "drunk”.

More than a month after the inci-
dent, one of the girls surfaced and filed
a case with Banani Police Station on
May 6. At this, all the five accused fled

Dhaka.

On May 11, a joint team of police
arrested Shafat, son of Dildar Ahmed
Selim, one of the owners of Apan
Jewellers, and Sakif in Sylhet. The next
day, they were brought to the capital.
Later, a Dhaka court put them on a six-
day and a five-day remand respectively.

Billal and Rahmat were arrested in
two places of the capital on Monday.
Nayem was arrested in Munshiganj on
Wednesday night.

According to the case statement, the
girls were forced to take alcohol before
being raped at gunpoint.

NAYEM 'ADMITTED'
INVOLVEMENT

At a briefing at the DMP Media Centre
yesterday, Monirul Islam, additional
commissioner of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police, claimed during primary inter-
rogation, Nayem admitted his role in
therape.

“The rest of the accused also admit-
ted their involvement in the crime,” he
said.

“Primarily, we have found some
information on rape. We are now
scrutinising them.”

Asked, he said, “It is not the right

time to say what actually happened on
that day as the investigation is under-
way... But an incident of rape took
place there.”

Replying to another query, Monirul
said the victims gave judicial state-
ments before the court and that they
were interrogated as well.

Police were verifying the informa-
tion given by the accused with the
statements of the victims, he added.

Monirul said they were yet to
recover any video clips related to the
incident.

Krishna Pada Roy, DMP's joint
commissioner (crime), told the brief-
ing that investigation on negligence by
Banani police in dealing with the case
had not been over yet.

One of the victims and a number of
law enforcers alleged that the accused
were able to destroy evidence due to
the negligence of some officials of
Banani Police Station.

Monirul pointed out that all the five
accused were arrested despite rumours
that police would not touch them
because of their "family influence”.
“All are equal in the eye of the law,” he

added.
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Vehicles cross the dilapidated Jatrabari-Demra road in the capital's Uttar Jatrabari area. Left, a transport worker tries to get a wheel of a vehicle out of a
pothole, and another worker pushes a human haulier on the same road. The photos were taken recently.
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