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Traders from different districts, including Dhaka, Chittagong
and Barisal buy drumsticks from Panchbibi wholesale market

KONGKON KARMAKER, Back From Joypurhat

Sajna is a boon for its growers of two
upazilas in the district as they are get-
ting high price for this seasonal, highly
nutritious vegetable.

A large wholesale market for drum-
stick, locally called sajna, has been set
up at Bagjana in Panchbibi upazila.

"Sajna produced in Panchbibi
upazila is famous across the country
for its unique taste and nutritious
value,” said Md Rubel, who runs a
wholesale shop.

During a wvisit to the wholesale
market last week, this correspondent
saw traders from different districts
gathered there to buy sajna. Most of
them were from Dhaka, Chittagong,
Barisal, Kushtia, Faridpur and Bhola.
Trading starts in the wholesale market

early in the morning every day.

“The price is reasonable this year
compared to last year,” said Dulal Mia,
a trader from Barisal.

Sajna was selling at Tk 2,500 per
quintal (100 kg), traders said.

Each full grown sajna tree can yield

more than 300 kg of sajna a season.
Panchbibi Agriculture Officer

Mahbubar Rahman said there is no
commercial sajna orchard in
Panchbibi and Kalai upazilas. Villagers
started planting sajna trees around
their homesteads considering the
nutritional value of the vegetable, he
added.

Farmers in those upazilas said sajna
tree does not require anything when it
starts flowering at the end of
November, said Rafiqul Islam of

Panchbibi upazila, adding, “You can
earn money without almost any
investment. I have sold sajna worth Tk
48,000 this season,” he added.

The soil and weather of the upazila
are very favourable for farming the
vegetable. Many people are now plan-
ning for commercial sajna orchards in
the upazila due to the rising demand
across the country. "Many people of
the upazila have already earned
solvency growing sajna,” said
Mahbubar.

Drumstick is rich in calcium, miner-
als, iron, protein, carbohydrate and
different vitamins, the agriculture
officer said, adding that the leaves of a
sajna tree can be used as herbal medi-

cine to prevent and cure different dis-
eases.
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BSMMU rejoinders
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emergency unit at BSMMU,
the report of April 4 was on
the BSMMU probe body's
findings on nurse recruit-
ment anomalies and the
April 9 report was about the
shortage of equipment at
the cardiology department.

Signed by BSMMU
Section Officer (public
relations) Prasunto Kumar
Majumder, the rejoinders
claimed that our reports
furnished wrong informa-
tion.

Upon receiving them,
The Daily Star re-
investigated the points
raised in the rejoinders and
talked again to the relevant
officials including the
BSMMU VC about the alle-
gations. This process took
some time and hence the
delay. Today we publish the
rejoinders with our reply.
APRIL 5 REJOINDER
The first rejoinder referring
to our April 4 report claimed
that it was an attempt to
tarnish the image of the

university and its vice chan-
cellor by publishing back-
ground information after
the Syndicate found no
anomalies in the nurse
recruitment process.

It also criticised our April
2 report terming it “only a
travesty of truth” and
objected to the remarks
made by the dean of the
medical technology faculty.
The rejoinder claimed it is
beyond the dean's authority
to give statements as he
himself is part of the univer-
sity administration.
APRIL 6 REJOINDER
The rejoinder reiterated the
complaint made in the first
rejoinder and additionally
objected to the inclusion of
remarks of Pro-VC (aca-
demic) Prof ASM Zakaria. It
claimed running a report
with Zakaria's remarks
“seems to be an activity
against the interest of this
university".
APRIL 10 REJOINDER
It referred to our April 9
report under the headline

“Cardiology dept choked by
equipment shortage” and
claimed that only the "regis-
trar Prof Dr ABM Abdul
Hannan or the vice chancel-
lor holds the authority to
give information to the
media” and our reports were
published with statements
of different persons besides
Vice Chancellor Prof
Kamrul Hassan Khan's
statements.”

OUR REPLIES

None of the three rejoinders
of the BSMMU authorities
contested the core findings
of our reports.

We were criticised for using
background information of
an incident and talking to
multiple sources, other than
the VC, inall of our reports.

We used background
information to let people
know why the medical
university authorities had to
form a probe body. This is a
normal journalistic practice
exercised all over the world.

Talking to as many
sources as possible againis a

normal journalistic practice,
and we did it for the sake of
authentic journalism.

We will surely talk to the
BSMMU VC and registrar for
any formal and institutional
comments, but in our jour-
nalistic process of gathering
information, we will surely
talk to other relevant offi-
cials for the sake of objective
journalism.

The BSMMU is a national
institution run by the tax-
payers' money and making
news reports about its
proper functioning is our
duty. To make our reports
factual, we are obliged to
talk to multiple sources.

Finally, we would like to
say that the incident
between the VC and the pro-
VC were reported in many
other newspapers whose
reports were similar to ours.
We would also like to say
that the BSMMU's rejoin-
ders appear to be based on a
lack of understanding of the
purpose of journalism and
how it works.

Herbal drink: An innovation

ABDUL WAHED, Kurigram

There are a good number of people in
urban and rural areas who like to have
a glass of herbal drink to regain energy
in hot weather.

Reading people's need for such
drinks sixty-five-year-old Yakub Ali
has gained solvency for his family by
selling herbal drinks in Kurigram
town.

Nearly two decades ago, Yakub, a
resident of Goraye village under
Durgapur union in Ulipur upazila,
used to run a nursery business at the
village to maintain his nine member
family.

About 15 years ago, one Afzal
Hossain, a gardener of Rangpur
Collectorate Office, and also owner of
a small nursery in Rangpur town,
came to visit Yakub's nursery and
advised him to produce herbal medi-
cine plants at his nursery beside the
other plants.

Sixty-five-year
Yakub prepares the
drink mixing
various herbal
ingredients
like bel, ishapgull,
talmakhna and
sugar and salt.

According to his advice, Yakub
started producing various herbal
medicine plants at his nursery.

One summer, Yakub came up with
an innovative idea. He first prepared a
drink mixing various herbal ingredi-
ents like bel (wood-apple), ishapgull,
talmakhna and sugar and a little salt
and started selling the item at differ-

ent local markets on a moving van.

“I earn Tk 1000 on average per day
by selling the drinks” Yakub said.

“I managed to save some of my
earnings and bought 60 decimals of
land and built a tin-shed house”, he
said, adding, "1 had to spend a hand-
some amount during the marriages
of my three daughters and two
sons.”

Yakub said Raju Mia, 24, younger
among his two sons, assists him in his
business while his elder son Shafiqul
[slam, 26, has been running the busi-
ness in Rangpur town for the last two
years.

Earlier, Yakub used to sell the
drinks at three different points in the
town, while he sells it in Paura Bazar
area now.

Police constable Sree Bikash Paul
said “I have been taking the herbal
drink for quite a long time as I get
instant energy from it.”

Plastic bottle house holds promises
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Rashedul said the construction also
required 150 cement bags, costing Tk
62,000, and six truckloads of sand, cost-
ing Tk 7,000. It will take around one
more month to construct the remain-
ing 30 percent of the house, he said.

The 1,700 square feet one-storey
house has a floor made of mortar and
will have four bedrooms, a drawing
room, a kitchen, two bathrooms, a
corridor and a veranda along with 11
windows and seven doors.

Asma came up with the design and
layout, watching a video on the internet

about a similar house in Japan made of
plastic.

She had earlier taken up interior
designing as a hobby and practised her
skills in some projects.

The couple estimates that they would
have to spend around Tk 4 lakh in total, a
cost-effective alternative taking around a
quarter of what a conventional house
made of bricks would have required, as
per a Public Works Department engi-
neer.

“Plastic bottles pollute the environ-
ment," said Asma, adding that the house
was durable enough to withstand earth-

quakes and tornadoes.

She also claimed that the compacted
sand was 10 times stronger than bricks,
not only making the house "bullet-
proof” but also acting as an insulator,
keeping room temperatures stable
irrespective of the change in weather.

“..dt is strong and will last longer,”
said the couple, pointing out that refrain-
ing from using bricks in one way helped
reduce pollution caused by kilns.

“We also plan to grow crops and
cultivate fish using organic materials as

we will never leave the village,” said
Rashedul.

Three sued over attack
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Mohammadullah, who was caught by
locals from the spot.

Police were yet to ascertain the
motive behind the attack, said Badrul
Alam Khan, officer-in-charge of
Ishwarganj Police Station.

The OC said Ahad was yet to be
quizzed as he was not fit for interroga-
tion.

Ahad, now undergoing treatment at
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital (MMCH), was recovering
well, doctors said.

Ahad, 23, of Charia village in
Netrakona's Kalmakanda, is a student
of Sunnah Jamia Gaforia Madrasa in
Ishwarganj.

Two of his classmates -- Johirul
Islam and Elias Uddin from

Majhiakandi and Ashrabpur villages in
[shwarganj -- were with him during the
attack, police said, quoting Ahad and
locals.

The two other accused in the case
are Johirul and Elias. Police were trying
to arrest them, said the OC.

On Monday night, criminals
hacked imam Mustafizur Rahman, 32,
on the mosque yard. With injuries to
his neck, back, hands and other parts
of the body, Mustafizur is being treated
at Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

“Mustafizur is still in the ICU. His
condition is improving,” Ahmad
Tabshir Chowdhury, national public
relations secretary of Ahmadiyya
Muslim Jamaat Bangladesh, told this
newspaper yesterday.

Talking to journalists on Tuesday at

the MMCH, Ahad claimed that the
attackers had no link with any political
party and that no party or organisation
helped them in carrying out the attack.

Ahad, Johirul and Elias were
expelled from Sunnah Jamia Gaforia
Madrasa following the incident, said
Vice-Principal Mufti Nazim Uddin.

Police detained Ahad's wife
Joshnara Begum and his two brothers
Ainuddin and Mainuddin from his
Netrakona village for interrogation,
and they were handed over to the
Detective Branch (DB) of police in
Mymensingh.

They were freed on Tuesday night
after interrogation as police did not
find their involvement in the incident,
said Imarat Hossain Gazi, officer-in-
charge of Mymensingh DB police.
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