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Drenched in sweat, a helper pushes a rickshaw-van loaded with watermelons in the capital's Shahbagh yesterday.
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Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at a few places over

Rangpur, Rajshahi, Dhaka, Mymensingh and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Khulna, Barisal and
Chittagong divisions with hails at isolated places till 6:00pm today. Mild heat wave is sweeping over the regions
of Khulna, Mongla, Satkhira and Jessore and it may continue, Met Office said, reports UNB. The sun sets in the

capital today at 06:31pm and rises tomorrow at 05:19am.
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With mercury going up these days, the juicy summer fruit is in high demand.
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PARENTS KILLING

HC verdict on

challenge by

Oishee any day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court will deliver a verdict
any day on the death reference and
appeals in a case filed against Oishee
Rahman over killing her father

Mahfuzur Rahman, and her mother.

The HC kept the death reference
and the appeals to deliver verdict

anytime after concluding hearing.

QOishee's lawyer Sujit Chatterjee
told the court during hearing that his
client was under 18 years and there-
fore, she could not be sentenced to
death. Oishee was not mentally sound
during the occurrence of her parents'
death and the prosecution failed to
produce relevant witnesses before the

trial court, he argued.

Meanwhile, Assistant Attorney
General Atiqul Haque Salim prayed to
the HC to uphold the trial court ver-
dict that sentenced Oishee to death on

November 12, 2015.

On August 16, 2013, the bodies of
Mahfuzur, inspector of Special Branch
of Police, and his wife Swapna
Rahman were recovered from their
Chamelibagh house in the capital.
Qishee later challenged the lower

court verdict.

2.6¢r people suffering from
malnutrition: FAO expert

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An estimated 2.6 crore people in
Bangladesh are suffering from
malnutrition, a FAO expert said
yesterday.

"Though Bangladesh has made
progress over the years, the num-
ber of people facing malnutrition
is very high," said Naoki
Minamiguchi, chief technical
advisor of the Meeting the Under-
nutrition Challenge (MUCH)
project of the Food and
Agriculture Organization in
Bangladesh.

Stunting of children under five
has come down to 36 percent now
from 60 percent in 1996. However,
the government target is to bring
the rate down to 25 percent by
2020.

Besides, the proportion of over-
weight women has increased to 39
percent in 2014 from 3 percent in
1996, he said, in a presentation ata
seminar on food systems and nutri-
tion in Bangladesh at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel in the capital.

The Global Alliance for
Improved Nutrition (GAIN) and

International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI) organised it in
partnership with the ministry of
food, the Netherlands embassy,
Unicef, FAO, World Food
Programme, and icddr,b.

Experts observed that the coun-
try made progress in food security,
but access to sate and atfordable
healthy diets for achieving good
nutrition remained a challenge.

Greater efforts both by the gov-
ernment and private sectors are
imperative to achieve the objectives
of the Sustainable Development
Goals that place greater emphasis
on dietary diversity, address the
challenges of purchasing power,
quality and safe food, and women
empowerment.

Nutrition scientist Dr Tahmeed
Ahmed of icddrb said a lack of
hygiene and poor sanitation, cou-
pled with the poor socio-economic
status of households, played a
major part in child malnutrition.

Low birth weight is another
cause of concern, he said. Babies
born under weight make up 26
percent of the total births in
Bangladesh, and it is linked to

malnutrition among adolescent
girls and mothers, he added.

The urban poor, especially in the
slums, are at greater risks of malnu-
trition, he said.

Food contamination and junk
food consumption constitute
another major concern, he added.

The scientist said malnutrition
raised the risks of hypertension,
diabetes, and chronic diseases. "We
need to find alternative and effec-
tive ways of improving this situa-
tion,"

Food Minister Quamrul Islam
said the government had priori-
tised food security and nutrition for
all under the Vision 2021 and
SDGs.

State Minister for Women and
Children Affairs Meher Afroze
Chumki highlighted the inter-
ministerial efforts to improve nutri-
tion of children, women, and ado-
lescents.

GAIN Executive Director Dr
Lawrence Haddad stressed dia-
logue between public and private
stakeholders and collective action
in solving the "pressing challenge
of nutrition",

Shahu's first
anniversary of
death today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the first death
anniversary of senior jour-
nalist Madan Shahu.

On this day last year, he
died after suffering from
asthma for a long time,

He started his career as a
journalist in the 1960s
with the then Pakistan
Observer and worked there
until 1991.

In early 1991, he joined
The Daily Star as an assis-
tant editor and climbed up
to the position of supple-
ment editor before retiring
in 2014. Madan Shahu was
also advisory editor of the
weekly First News maga-
zine until his death.

Madan Shahu was born
in Sirajganj town on April
30, 1939.

He completed his sec-
ondary and higher second-
ary education there. He was
a connoisseur of music and
was considered an expert
commentator on movies
produced in the subconti-
nent. At one stage of his life,
he even wrote the script for
a film titled "Bindu Thekey
Britto”.

Govt college

teachers'
strike May 16

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Teachers and employees of
all government colleges
and madrasas will observe
a work abstention on May
16, protesting recent
attacks on some teachers of
the state-run colleges.

At a press conference
yesterday at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity under the
banner of BCS General
Education Association, the
teachers also demanded
punishment for attackers.

They threatened to boy-
cott public examinations
from May 25 if their
demand is not met by then.

Five teachers were
attacked during the SSC
examinations,said
Shahedul Khabir
Chowdhury, secretary gen-
eral of the association.
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Two arrested for 'helping' madrasa
teacher flee after 'sodomising’ boy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two managing committee members of a madrasa under
the capital's Sabujbagh Police Station were arrested on
Saturday as they "helped” a teacher, who allegedly
sodomised a minor boy of the madrasa, escape.

After a case was filed on Saturday, police arrested the
duo -- president Harun ur Rashid, and secretary Lutfar
Rahman.

On April 15 night, the teacher took the boy, 8, to his
room and sodomised him, said Abdul Kuddus Fakir,
officer-in-charge of Sabujbagh Police Station.

Despite being informed by a cook of the institution,
the madrasa committee did not take any action against
the teacher and helped him escape, said the OC.

Prof Sobhan made RU VCagain

RU CORRESPONDENT

The government has appointed Professor Abdus
Sobhan as the vice-chancellor of Rajshahi University
for a second term.

He will serve as the VC for the next four years,
according to a gazette issued yesterday afternoon. A
professor of RU's applied physics and electronics engi-
neering department, he was the VC from 2009 to 2013.

'Neo JMB' leader Marzan, aide buried

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The bodies of "Neo IMB" leader Nurul Islam Marzan,
the operational commander of July 1 Gulshan café
attack, and his aide Saddam Hossain were buried at
Jurain graveyard yesterday.

As nobody claimed the bodies, they were handed
over to Anjuman Mofidul Islam, a charitable organisa-
tion, from Dhaka Medical College morgue, who later
buried them, said police.

Marzan and Saddam, also a “Neo JMB" activist, were
killed in an alleged gunfight with law enforcers on
January 6 this year in Beribadh area of Mohammadpur.

President of PEN International, Bangladesh Farida
Hossen, Advisor Dr Kazi Anis Ahmed, Vice-President
Sakib Lohani and General Secretary Farida Begum
with others at a programme welcoming Bangla new
year and freshers of the organisation at Bishwo
Shahitto Kendro in the capital on Saturday.

Four indicted

FROM PAGE 3
Pashimbhag village between November 24 and 25.

The four were involved with Muslim league and dur-
ing the Liberation War, Akmal was a member of local
Peace Committee, an anti-liberation organisation, while
the other three were involved with Razakar Bahini, an
auxiliary force of the Pakistani occupation army, said
tribunal’s investigation agency. After the war, Akmal did
not get involved with any political party while the rest
got involved with Jamaat-e-Islami, the agency added.

PM'S FLIGHT GLITCH
Anti-terrorism
unit asked to
submit probe
report June 13

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
again asked the Counter-
Terrorism and Transnational
Crime (CTTC) unit to submit
on June 13 the probe report
of the case filed over the
technical glitch in Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's
flight in November 27 last
year.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Ahsan Habib passed the
order after CITC Inspector
Mahbub Alam, also investi-
gation officer (I0) of the
case, failed to submit the
report complying with a
court order.

Earlier on March 29, the
same court asked CTTC unit
to submit by yesterday the
probe report.

On November 27, a
Biman flight carrying the ||
prime minister had to make
an emergency landing at
Ashgabat International
Airport in Turkmenistan on
her way to Budapest as
engine-1 of the plane was
losing oil pressure.

Wing Commander (retd)
MM Asaduzzaman, director
of engineering and material
management of Biman,
filed the case.

Nine employees of
Bangladesh Biman Airlines
were made accused in the
case filed under the Special
Powers Act on December 21
last year.

Soon after the case, all the
FIR-named accused were
arrested and they are now in
jail.
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Sonartori Tower ; 9663556, Shimanto Square : 9650901, Airport Road : 58155418, Farmgate: 9139200, Kakrail ; 58315543, 01712 117602, Sony Centre Bashundhara City ;: 9144664, Sony Centre (Sony Mobile & Gadget Store) : 9110753, Palton : 9555519, 9563433, Stadium-1:
9555594, Stadium-2 : 9552376, Stadium-3 ;: 9554749, Mouchak : 9331870, Lalmatia : 9118328, Mohammadpur : 8144892, Sony Center, JGC : 01730013562, Sony Center, Gulshan-1: 9883344, 9883355 Gulshan-2 : 01971485695, 9880516, Sony Centre Uttara-2 : 01708-122866,
Uttara : 7911637, Lalbag : 58614517, Laxmibazar: 9578929, Bashabo : 7252018, Badda (Holland Centre); 9850545, Mirpur-1: 9010878, Mirpur-10 : 9005843, Ibrahimpur : 9872098, Shewrapara : 9015324, Dholairpar : 7443236, linjira : 7761226, Savar : 7742831, Narayangonj :
7632774, lumuna Future Park (JFP) : 01730013550, Norshingdi: 63086, Gazipur : 01816814239, Gazipur Chowrasta : 01730091992, Joydevpur : 01713244546, Maowna: 01719218881, Tangile : 01711316995, Kapasia: 01711511992, Mymensingh: 01521492278, Jamalpur: 01710310598,
Kishoregonj: 0942-55540, 01714325354, Sirajgon): 075165044, Chandpur : 084167477, Comilla : 08166567, Laksham: 0803251184, Maijdee: 032163467, Chittagong Wasa Corner : 031611324, CTG Lalkhan Bazar, 01708122869, CTG New Market : 01723841717, 633726, CTG Agrabad:
031712810, CTG Halishahar : 031710995, CTG Chawlk Bazar : 0312553774, Cox' Bazar: 034151130, Khagrachari: 037162429, Bandarban: 036162164, Rajshahi : 774675, 775864, Khulna : 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, lessore-2: 62154, Kushtia : 63121, 01710747889, Chowmuhoni
: 52007, Barisal : 64062, 01720510412, Barisal-2 : 62022, 01736594418, Kalitala, Bogra ;: 01818305105, Nababbari Bogra: 51444, 60066, 01718942733, Sylhet : 710171, 725355, Moulabhi Bazar : 53707, Hobigonj: 62289, Narail: 62126, 01913-250752, Shatkhira: 62667, Magura: 62597,
01716436680, Chapainababgonj: 01712095267, Natore: 62189, Naogaon: 074181277, 01717256750, Ishwardi: 63057, Pabna: 51813, Brahmanbaria: 58799, 01717105838. Ramgonj: 01816690666, Rangpur: 0521-62141, 01199380344, Dinajpur : 61087, Faridpur : 66111
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Assured!

Insist on Official Warranty,
It makes a difference!

 SPECIAL
OFFER

2 Year Full Guarantee

32" HD Ready

Tk. 27,500

32" Power Bank Tk. 28,500
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5 Year Service
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Internet TV

40" Full HD

X9300D (55")

WES0D/WTSOD (55'/49°/43")  W652D (48"/40")
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