DHAKA SUNDAY MAY 7, 2017, BAISHAKH 24, 1424 BS

300 houses
damaged as
storm hits
Moulvibazar

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

At least 300 houses were
damaged as nor'wester
lashed Kulaura and
Kamalganj upazilas in the
district on Friday night.

The affected areas
include Shamsernagar and
Potonushar unions in
Kamalganj and Karmadha,
Prithimpasha and
Sharifpur unions in
Kulaura upazila.

The storm accompanied
by hail and rain also dam-
aged Irri-Boro paddy,
uprooted a good number
of trees and electric poles
in the areas, said Azizur
Rahman, chairman of the
district council.

Palli Bidyut Samity rein-
stalled the electric polls
and restored power supply
in Kamalganj and Kulaura
yesterday noon.
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Haor flood shatters
dream of education

Successful SSC examinees worried about further schooling

MINTU DESHWARA, back from Tahirpur

The dream of continuing education of
Baki Billah has been shattered by the
recent flood in Tanguar haor area of
Sunamganj.

Achieving GPA with 4.68 in the last
SSC examinations, Baki Billah is not
happy as the Boro cultivated on his
father's land has been washed away
due to the flood.

The successful Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) examinees would
face the same fate like Baki Billallah as
the flood also inundated their Boro
paddy fields.

Baki Billah, a student at Janata High
School in Tanguar haor area under
Tahirpur upazila, said his family's
livelihood, including his education,
depends on Boro paddy. He was help-
ing his father in the paddy fields, hop-

expenses of his education, but it is not
possible now as all the paddy has been
washed away.

His father Abu Khayer told this corre-
spondent that his son's result could not
bring any happiness to his family as he
lost his paddy dueto the floods.

He was hoping to admit his son to a
renowned college after selling the Boro
paddy, but his dream was shattered by
flood, Khayer said.

Now they have to find a way to earn
a livelihood as the good result will not
bring food for his seven-member fam-
ily, he added.

Headmaster Md Mudassir Alam
said 49 students passed from the
school this year and all of them live
near the Tanguar haor. Their families
depend on Boro paddy.

Most of the students who passed the
SSC examinations offered them sweets
every year after getting the results, but

no one sent sweets this year, he added.

A large number of the students from
haor areas, who achieved brilliant
results, dreamed of getting admission
to renowned government colleges, but
their dreams have been shattered due
to their financial inability and uncer-
tainty about the future.

Tahirpur Upazila Parishad
Chairman Md Kamruzzaman Kamrul
said their excellent results cannot but
surprise everyone as they are poor and
deprived of all kinds of facilities.

Many of the students continue their
studies working as day labourers in the
paddy fields, he said, adding that they
are to read old and torn books from
their classmates and friends as they
don't have ability to purchase new
books.

He said government and welfare
organisations should come forward to
help them.

Assaulted
teacher sues
7 AL men

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Seven Awami League activ-
ists have been sued on
charge of assaulting a
schoolteacher.

The accused include Saiful
Islam, organising secretary of
Jashara union unit of AL in
Gafargaon upazila.

Victim SM Badrul
Haque, headmaster of
Shibganj B Das High
School, filed the case on
Friday, said AKM Mahbub
Alam, officer-in-charge of
Gafargaon Police Station.

Fazlur Rahman Bahar,
Bangladesh Shikkhak
Samity’'s Pagla unit in
Gafargoan upazila, said if
the attackers are not arrested
within 72 hours, they will
go for tougher movement.

On Thursday, Saiful led
the attack as he failed to
become the school man-
aging committee presi-
dent, according to the
case statement.

DRIVE BY FOREST DEPARTMENT

[llegal poultry
sheds removed

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The forest department yesterday removed four poultry
sheds that were constructed on forest land at Protima Bonki
village under Sakhipur upazila.

A team of foresters led by Koiyamodhu Beat Officer
Kamal Uddin removed the illegal structures that were built
about one month ago by Haji Main Uddin of the village,
said Masud Rana, divisional forest officer in Tangail.

Locals said a clash took place between the forest guards and
family members of alleged grabber Main Uddin when they tried
to prevent the foresters from removing the structures, leaving
Main Uddin and his granddaughter Ruma Begum injured.

They were admitted to Sakhipur Upazila Health
Complex, they added.

After the incident, some local people blocked Dhaka-
Sakhipur Road in Protima Bonki Gas Field Intersection area,
protesting the foresters' move. Vehicular movement on the road
was suspended due to the blockade, said Thandhu Talukder,
former union parishad member of the area.

Traffic resumed after a police team from Sakhipur Police
Station went to the spot and dispersed the protesters from
there, he added.

The alleged grabber Main Uddin told the journalists that
he had constructed the poultry sheds on his ancestral lands
and the foresters removed those without issuing any notice.

Masud Rana said they do not need to issue any notice to
land grabbers.

ing bumper production to bear the
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Akhimoni Akhter doing sewing work at her Gaddimari village home in
Hatibandha upazila of Lalmonirhat. PHOTO: STAR

Will her dream

come true?

S DiLie ROY, Lalmonirhat

Amid smiling villagers congratulating
her for achieving 'golden' GPA-5 in
the SSC examinations, Akhimoni
Akhter remains calm, thinking about
the finances for her higher education.

Akhimoni, daughter of landless Ali
Azam and Joynob Nesa of Gaddimari
village of Hatibandha upazila in
Teesta River basin area of
Lalmonirhat, had to struggle much to
reach this stage, as they are burdened
with poverty and family problems.

Her mentally ill father has
remained missing for years while she
and her mother sew clothes for liveli-
hood, staying at the house of Shafiar
Rahman, alocal.

Her mother Joynob Nesa said, "I
earn Tk 80-100 from sewing clothes
daily, which is hardly enough for

maintaining our livelihood. Still I
dream to arrange higher education for
my daughter.”

Akhimoni appeared in this year's
SSC examinations from humanities
group as a student of Gaddimari High
School in Hatibandha.

"By obtaining 'golden’ GPA-5 in
SSC, Akhi has brought glory for the
school. She had also got A+ and schol-
arships in Primary Terminal and
Junior School Certificate examina-
tions," said Atoar Rahman, headmas-
ter of the school.

‘I always made proper use of my
time and studied regularly. I want to
get higher education. I have a dream
to be a doctor and bring smile to the
society in my poverty-stricken area,”
said a confident Akhimoni.

But the struggling girl needs finan-
cial support to pursue her dream.

Mirzapur
mass killing
day today

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Today is Mirzapur mass
killing day.

Kumudini Welfare Trust
and people of Mirzapur,
including freedom fighters
and other socio-political
organisations, will observe
the day by organising sepa-
rate programmes recalling
the barbaric act of the
Pakistani army and their
local collaborators.

On May 7 in 1971, at
least 59 innocent people of
different villages in
Mirzapur upazila were
killed by the Pakistani occu-
pational forces with the
help of their collaborators.

Recalling the memory of
the fateful day Protibha
Mutsuddi, director of
Kumudini Welfare Trust of
Bengal (BD) Limited, said
around 5:00pm the
Pakistani army led by
Captain Ayub and local
peace committee president
Maulana Odud along with
other collaborators entered
several villages adjacent to

EVICTION OF INDIGINOUS PEOPLE IN NATORE

DC assures rehabilitation
on another khas land

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

The district administration has given
assurance of rehabilitation to the
indigenous people evicted from
Madhnagar village of Naldanga
upazila to another khas land.

Shahina Khatun, deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Natore, gave the assur-
ance during her visit to the spot yester-
day morning.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet Division
on Friday formed a three-member
probe committee to investigate
Tuesday's eviction incident that left 15

indigenous families in utter misery.
The committee headed by Saidur
Rahman, joint secretary of Cabinet
Division, comprises two deputy secretar-
ies, one each from home ministry and
law ministry, said DC Shahina Khatun.
The DC assured the evicted indige-
nous families that she will conduct
legal battle on behalf of them and
reinstate them in that place in future if
verdict comes in favour of the govern-
ment as the land is a khas land.
Following the assurance, the indige-
nous people agreed to shift to a nearby
khas land arranged by the district

administration by one or two days.

The district administration also
provided some relief materials for the
evicted indigenous families.

Several members of the families said
they are happy as the deputy commis-
sioner assured them of rehabilitation.

Fifteen indigenous families at
Madhnagar village of Naldanga upazila
in the district were evicted from a khas
land on Tuesday after a claimant of the
land got a court order in his favour.

The eviction left around 65 mem-
bers of the indigenous families in a
pitiable condition.

Natore Deputy
Commissioner Shahina
Khatun talks to evicted
indigenous people of
Madhnagar village in the
district's Naldanga upazila
yesterday. She distributed
relief materials among
them and gave assurance
of their early rehabilitation

DELDUAR UPAZILA HEAILTH COMPLEX

Doctors come at whim

Patients suffer for shortage of nurses, staff and equipment

OUurR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Shortage of doctors as well as arbi-
trariness of a section of physicians
make the patients suffer at Delduar
Upazila Health Complex in the dis-
trict.

Besides, shortage of nurses and
other staff as well as equipment has
been hampering treatment for years at
the health complex.

Of the nine doctors at the hospital,
one is on deputation, three are under
training and one is on maternity leave.

Of the remaining four, the upazila
health and family planning officer
remains busy with administrative
work, Three other doctors come from
Dhaka at their will for around 24
hours four to five times a month
when the health complex runs with-
out doctors for days.

The complex was made a 50-bed
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one from 31-bed. A three-story health
complex building and five-story
dormitory were inaugurated for it on
February 6.

No additional doctors, nurses and
other staff, however, have been
appointed for it so far. Some medical
equipment was installed but they are
lying idle.

As a result, around 2.5 lakh people
of the upazila are being deprived of
proper healthcare.

Only patients suffering from
minor diseases get admission at the
hospital as there is no operation thea-
tre. Any patient whose condition
turns serious is shifted to Tangail
General Hospital or a private clinic.

During power cuts, all the work of
the hospital, even in the emergency
section, is carried out using flashlights
or candles as there is no generator.
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Kumudini Hospital and on a nearby khas land.
killed the innocent people.
Eatlier, the Pakistani
troops entered Kumudini
Hospital premises and
looked for his uncle Danbir
Ranada Prasad Saha, founder
of Kumudini Welfare Trust,
who was luckily not there,
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Shortage of doctors, nurses and other staff cripples services at Delduar Upazila Health Complex in Tangail for long.




