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Institutions
weakened
by all govts

Ex-CEC Huda tells TIB dialogue
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Successive governments have all contributed their bit to
weaken the country's institutions, former chief election
commissioner ATM Shamsul Huda said yesterday.

All the movements in the country are basically election-
centric, said Huda, adding, "Once a political party assumes
the office, it starts taking various initiatives to weaken the
institutions.”

“For many reasons, people have a perception that Pakistan
is a failed state, but some of its institutions, particularly the
judiciary, anti-corruption body and bureaucracy perform
better than us because of less interference. Even in some cases,
Nepalis also performing better than us,” said Dr Huda.

The former bureaucrat made the remarks at a dialogue on
“SDCG 16 and good governance: government, mass media
and citizens” organised by Transparency International
Bangladesh at its office in the capital.

Recently, Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha also said
the rule of law has not been fully established in Bangladesh,
which the neighbouring countries have succeeded in doing.

Criticising the government's move to introduce 15 per-
cent vat, Huda said, “I do not find any reason behind the
decision of imposing 15 percent vat. The existing vat should
be collected efficiently. Through the 15-percent vat system,
the honest tax payers would be penalised.”

Checks and balances are needed in the society, Huda
said, adding, “If there is no transparency and accountability,
it would not be possible to achieve the targets of SDGs."
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Ahmed Razu, a journalist
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