DHAKA FRIDAY APRIL 28, 2017, BAISHAKH 15,1424 BS

A motorcycle sandwiched betw

|

., o

X
= wd L L e

g ; -1 L o FL W AT =3 ~

- i -, ! .a1 = B | ol ® -

- o L] e A = _|I ] - -

een a bus and a car on Khilgaon Flyover in the capital yesterday. Showing disregard

to traffic rules, the motorcycle was trying to speed past the vehicles through the narrow passage in between.

Being hit by the bus, the motorbike crashed into the car. At least three people were injured.
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Plan to generate
10,000MW
power during
Ramadan

UNB, Dhaka

The Power Division has set
a target to generate
10,000MW electricity
during the peak summer
and Ramadan if there is
available gas supply to
power plants.

"If gas supply is avail-
able, there'll be no power
shortage across the country.
We can meet full demand,”
Power Secretary Dr Ahmad
Kaikaus told a meeting at
Bidyut Bhaban.

The meeting was con-
vened to discuss electricity
supply in the coming sum-
mer which will coincide with
Ramadan this year. Ramadan
may begin on May 27.

The power secretary,
however, asked the busi-
nesses to abide by the
labour law, which allows
operation of shops until
8:00pm. The meeting was
attended by
representatatives of the
labour ministry and trade
bodies including FBCCI,
Bangladesh Shop Owners
Association and
Bangladesh Steel and Re-
rolling Mills Association.
The ministry was urged to
strictly implement the law
relating to shop operation
during the month.

It also urged shop owners
to keep operation of air
conditioners suspended
during iftar and tarabi
prayers.

Kaikaus called upon the
steel and re-rolling mills,
welding workshops and
laundry shops to keep their
shutters down during the
peak hours from 4:00pm to
11:00pm.

The meeting suggested
that the Energy Division
ensure suspension of the
operation of CNG filling
stations from 5:00pm to
11:00pm every day during
Ramadan.

Proposed act to ban

private coaching

Nahid tells reporters after meeting with educationists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In the wake of criticism from
the educationists, the govern-
ment has backtracked on its
position of "legalising” coach-
ing out of classroom exercise as
it is going to slap a ban on
coaching and private tuition in |
the proposed Education Act.

"The act that we are formulating will not
allow coaching business or guidebooks and
notebooks," Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid told reporters after a meeting
with educationists on improving the quality
of secondary education at his ministry in the
secretariat yesterday.

After formulating the draft of Education
Act, the education ministry put it on its
website (www.moedu.gov.bd) in April last
year to elicit public opinions.

According to the draft, anyone providing
private tuition or coaching will have to face
punishment. It also stipulated that the
government can take necessary measures to

stop private tuition and coach-
ing,

The ministry then placed the
draft to the cabinet for its
approval last year, but suddenly
. took 1t back citing for some
changes.

In November last year, it was
| reported that the draft act
incorporated a section that
apparently legalised coaching and private
tuition as "shadow education”.

It said the government would frame a
separate policy that would control and super-
vise the shadow education. Shadow educa-
tion means out of school teaching activities a
teacher can offer tutoring to students at a
certain place in exchange for money.

Although the draft that was put on
website in April last year banned publica-
tion of guidebooks for primary or second-
ary levels, the latest draft said any pub-
lisher can publish supplementary books or
SEE PAGE 5 COL 6

Workplace accidents
kill 294 in 3 months

Reveals survey of OSHE

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Some 294 workers were killed and 101 others seriously
injured in workplace accidents in the first three months this
year, revealed a survey of a workers' rights body yesterday
with recommendation that safety measures at workplaces

should be strengthened.

It also suggested that a realistic compensation mecha-
nism be formulated for victims and labour laws and policies
be implemented properly to reduce deaths and injuries.

Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and Environment
(OSHE) Foundation, which conducted the survey, further
recommended initiating effective safety committees at
workplaces, and introducing schemes, and special alloca-
tions in the national budget for workplace survivors.

The data was disseminated at an event arranged by OSHE
Foundation, and Debate for Democracy at The Daily Star
Centre, marking the World Day for Safety and Health at Work.

As per the survey, 68 of the dead were involved in

SEE PAGE 5 COL 7

Fishermen boarding a dinghy head towards the Karnaphuli river. During high tides, they
set fishing nets at different parts of the river. When the water flows back to the sea
during low tides, fish gets caught in the nets. Though many people used to eke out a
living by fishing like this, the practice has lost appeal these days due to pollution in
the river. The photo was taken at the confluence of Rajakhali canal and the
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Karnaphuli on Wednesday.
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AWARDING EXCELLENCE IN BUSINESS

NEXT FRIDAY

We honour our business leaders
with the prestigious
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Bangladesh Business Awards

Marking the 160 anniversary of Bangladesh Business Awards,
we will once again recognize individuals and organisations in
business who have achieved the highest and the most ethical
business growth and have made significant contributions to the
economy of Bangladesh

Join us as we celebrate their success.*

EHAMTOB

Association of Mobile Telecom Operators of Bangladesh
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