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A murder in cold blood: SC
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“a cold-blooded murder” and "a crime
against society”.

“The brutality of the crime shocks
the judicial conscience,” it said in the
full verdict which was released on
Sunday clearing the way for the jail
authorities to execute death-row
convict Shahidul Islam.

“Now the apex court judgment will
be sent to the jail authorities. After
receiving the verdict, the jail authori-
ties will inform Shahidul Islam about
it and will ask him whether he will seek
mercy from the president. If he seeks
presidential mercy and if the president
rejects his mercy petition, the jail
authorities will execute his death
sentence after 14 days and before 21
days from the date of receiving the
verdict,” Deputy Attorney General
Khondker Diliruzzaman told The
Daily Star.

Earlier on March 5, a three-member
bench of the Appellate Division of the
SC headed by Chief Justice Surendra
Kumar Sinha dismissed the petition
for reviewing its earlier judgment,
which upheld the death penalty of
Shahidul in the case over the rape and
murder of Shazneen 18 years ago.

The two other members of the
bench are Justice Syed Mahmud
Hossain and Justice Hasan Foez
Siddique.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman, a class-
IX student of Scholastica, was raped
and murdered at her Gulshan house
on April 23, 1998. She was the daugh-
ter of Transcom Group Chairman
Latifur Rahman,

On August 2 last year, the Appellate
Division of the SC upheld the death
penalty of Shahidul, a domestic help at
Shazneen's Gulshan house.

But it acquitted four others -- Syed
Sajjad Mainuddin Hasan, a contractor
for renovation of Shazneen's house,
his assistant Badal, and housemaids
Estema Khatun Minu and Parvin.

On September 15 last year,
Shahidul filed the petition with the SC
seeking review of its verdict that
upheld his death penalty.

SC OBSERVATIONS

In the full verdict, the apex court
observed that Shazneen, an unfortu-
nate girl of 15 years, was killed most
inhumanly and brutally after rape in
her bedroom which was her most
secured place.

“This [Appellate| Division, uphold-
ing the findings of the tribunal and
High Court Division, observed that it
has been proved beyond all reasonable
doubt that victim Shazneen was raped
before murder,” the court said.

“... there is no doubt that not only
this vulture pounced upon the body of
the victim but it had jeopardised the
victim's parents, her other family
members and conscience of the society
at large. It was a cold-blooded murder
and where rape was committed on an
innocent and helpless girl which was a
treacherous and cowardly act of the
petitioner [Shahidul].”

The SC judges observed, “It is not
possible to catalogue the reasons which
may justify the pass of death sentence
but when the murder has been commit-
ted in a brutal manner on a helpless
child the same may be awarded. It is a
crime against society and the brutality
of the crime shocks the judicial con-
science that the Court has the duty to
impose the death sentence.

“It is true death for death may be, to
some extent, inhuman but it is equally
true that when a man becomes a beast

and menace to the society, he can be
deprived of his life. The nature of the
crime reveals that the petitioner is a
menace to the society and sentence of
imprisonment would be altogether
inadequate.

“From the nature of the offence it
appears to us that the petitioner is not
in any way entitled to get any sympa-
thy. We do not find any mitigating or
extenuating circumstances on record
for commutation of the sentence of
death. Delay in the disposal of this case
cannot by itself be a ground for com-
muting the sentence of death to one of
imprisonment for life since the crime
committed by the petitioner was
premeditated senseless, dastardly and
beyond all human reasonings.”

CASE HISTORY

The Special Tribunal for Prevention of
Women and Children Repression in
Dhaka convicted and sentenced six

accused to death in the case on
September 2, 2003.

The six -- Hasan, Badal, Shahidul,
Estema, Parvin and carpenter Shaniram
Mandal -- then appealed to the High
Court against the tribunal verdict.

On July 10, 2006, the HC confirmed
the death penalty of Hasan, Shahid,
Badal, Minu and Parvin. It, however,
acquitted Shaniram.

Later, four accused -- Hasan, Badal,
Minu and Parvin -- filed separate leave-
to-appeal petitions, seeking permis-
sion for filing regular appeals against
the HC verdict.

On April 26, 2009, the Appellate
Division accepted their leave-to-
appeal prayers,

Later, the four lodged appeals with
the SC.

Shahidul also filed an appeal with the
apex court through the jail authorities.

US submarine docks
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in the region of Wonsan on its east coast for
a live-fire drill, South Korea's military said.
North Korea has an air base in Wonsan and
missiles have also been tested there.

"North Korea is conducting a large-
scale firing drill in Wonsan areas this
afternoon,” the South's Office of Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a statement.

The South Korean military was moni-
toring the situation and "firmly maintain-
ing readiness”, it said.

The South's Yonhap News Agency said
earlier the exercise was possibly supervised
by North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

North Korea's state media was defiant
in a commentary marking the 85th anni-
versary of the foundation of the Korean
People's Army, saying its military was
prepared "to bring to closure the history of
LIS scheming and nuclear blackmail .

"There is no limit to the strike power of
the People's Army armed with our style of

Korean peninsula as a warning to North
Korea and a show of solidarity with US
allies.

South Korea's navy said it was conduct-
ing a live-fire exercise with LIS destroyers in
waters west of the Korean peninsula and
would soon join the carrier strike group
approaching the region,

China, North Korea's sole major ally
which nevertheless objects to its weapons
development, has repeatedly called for
calm, and its envoy for Korean affairs, Wu
Daweil, was in Tokyo yvesterday.

"We hope that all parties, including
Japan, can work with China to promote an
early peaceful resolution of the issue, and
play the role, put forth the effort, and
assume the responsibility that they
should," Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang told reporters in
Beijing.

Japan's envoy on North Korea, Kenji
Kanasugi, said after talks with his US and

Matching the flurry of diplomatic and
military activity in Asia, the State
Department in Washington said on
Monday US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
would chair a special ministerial meeting
of the UN Security Council on North Korea
on Friday.

Tillerson, along with Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis, Director of National
Intelligence Dan Coats and Joint Chiefs
chairman General Joseph Dunford, would
also hold a rare briefing for the entire LIS
Senate on North Korea today, Senate aides
said.

A North Korean foreign ministry
spokesman said those meetings called by
US officials clearly reflected the US pres-
sure that could "ignite a full-out war" on
the Korean peninsula.

"The reality of today again proves the
decision to strengthen nuclear power in
quality and quantity under the banner of
pursuing economic development and
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Regaining con-
sciousness last
evening, the
class-1V student
from Comilla's
Laksam was
repeatedly
looking for his
parents at the
Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. He had not been
told what happened to them.

Jashim, elder son of Mohammad
Razzaq and Jharna Begum of
Laksam's Gondamara, was hit by a
speedy motorcycle near Laksam
bypass area around 8:00am.

The accident happened when the
boy was returning to his home after
saying Esha prayers at a nearby mosque.

He suffered severe injuries in his
head and chest, said Mohammad
Zahir, a neighbour who was accom-
panying the boy at the DMCH.

Locals found him unconscious
and took him to Comilla Medical
College Hospital.

On being informed, Razzaq,
Jharna, their son Razu, Jharna's
mother Joynab Nesa along with
another neighbour, Isahak Mia,
started rushing towards the hospital
in a CNG-run auto-rickshaw.

A Noakhali-bound long-route bus,
however, ran over the auto-rickshaw
near Baral area in Comilla, leaving
Razzaq, Jharna, Joynab and the auto-
rickshaw driver, Bacchu Mia, dead on
the spot, said Zahir.

Highway police seized the vehicles
after the accident. It was not known
whether the bus driver was caught.

As Jashim's condition was bad, he
was shifted to the DMCH yesterday
morning.

His younger brother Razu, who
broke his left hand, was admitted to
the hospital in Comilla while Isahak
Mia, the injured neighbour, was also
admitted to the DMCH.

Contacted, Bachhu Mia, in-charge
of DMCH police outpost, confirmed
the incident.

Fishing
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about 14,000 tonnes. Around 25
tonnes of fish were lost this year, as the
flashflood hit the waterbody relatively
early, said AKM Shafiquzzaman, fish-
eries officer of Moulvibazar.

To recoup the loss, around 18 lakh
fish fries would be released into the
haor this June, he said.

Deputy Director Mosharaf, who has
been visiting the affected districts for the
last few days, said, "The fishermen told

Tragedy tears

Jashim

9 statfers jailed
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“We tried to collect his death certificate
but his family members did not
cooperate with us,” Jahangir said.

The court found the convicts guilty
under the Inland Shipping Ordinance-
1976, he said.

The wverdict was pronounced for
shipping casualty defined in the act as
loss of life or injury to any person, or
damage to any property, on board, and
such casualty occurred due to the fault of
the inland ship or due to the incompe-
tence or misconduct of the owner, master
or any officer or other member of the
crew or contravention of the law by them.

MV Koko-4 capsized near Nazirpur
launch terminal in Lalmohon with
around 2,000 passengers on board on
November 27, 2009.

To collect ticket money, the launch
authorities stopped the vessel around
20 yards off the bank and tried to
offload passengers with the help of a
wooden plank. They even locked the
collapsible gate and kept open only
one exit. Soon, the passengers became
panicked and gathered on one side of
the launch, which led it to capsize.

Two days later, a seven-member

body was formed and it submitted a
probe report in December that year.

In 2011, the Department of Shipping
filed a case with the Marine Court
against the nine staff, Jahangirsaid.

Now, the accused can appeal
against the judgment with the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court
in Dhaka.

With many inland waterways and
slack safety standards, the country sees
launch disasters on a regular basis, with
death tolls sometimes hitting hundreds.
But incidents of punishing people
responsible for disasters are rare.

"This is a very rare verdict. In most
of the cases, people responsible for
disasters go unpunished due to poor
performance of prosecution lawyers, "
said Ashis Kumar Dey, general secre-
tary of the National Committee to
Protect Shipping, Road and Railway.

Jasim Ahmed, brother of a victim
who had been going home for the
first time after marriage at the time of
the incident, told BBC Bangla Service,
"I have heard that the accused got
punishment, but the punishment is
not adequate. We have lost our dear
ones. We know how it feels.”
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were many good sections and most of
them were included in the act, but the
government added section-19 later
on,” Kazi Reazul said.

Section-19 discussed widely in
recent times has more chances to be
misused as several such incidents have
already taken place in different parts of
the country, he told journalists after
attending the conference.

“Whatever the government's pur-
pose was, there will be a disaster if it is
misused.”

On February 27, the government
passed the act in parliament keeping
the provision that allows parents or
guardians to marry off girls or boys
before they reach the minimum
marriageable age, 18 and 21, with
permission from court.

Rights groups at home and abroad
have all along opposed the special
provision that does not even specify
minimum age for underage marriages.

Speaking as the chief guest at the
conference, the NHRC chairman
stressed the need for creating aware-
ness among people and girls' raising
voice against child marriages.

SAIEVAC Director General Rinchen
Chophel said Bangladesh was doing
well in fighting against child marriages
as the country already formed an act,
although it had a controversial segment.

AKM Masud Ali, chair of NACG;

Moinul Kabir, joint secretary of
Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs
Division; Mashuk Miah, additional
secretary of the women and children
affairs ministry, and Purna Shrestha,
senior legal adviser (Asia) of Center for
Reproductive Rights, also spoke at the
programime,

It's up to CJ
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Islamic religious leaders, Hefajat-e
Islam, Awami Olama League and Islami
Andolan Bangladesh have been
demanding that the authorities remove
the statue from the SC premises.

Even, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on April 11 reportedly said she did not
like setting up the statue of Greek
Goddess Themis on the SC premises.

Yesterday, International Labour
Organisation and JATI jointly organised
the training on “International Labour
Standard and Labour Legislation for
Judges and Judicial Officers” at the
conference room of JATI where 30 lower
court judges attended.

State Minister for Labour and
Employment Mujibul Haque and Law
and Justice Division Secretary ASSM
Zahirul Haque, among others, spoke at
the programme presided over by
Justice Khondker Musa Khaled, direc-
tor general of JATI.
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