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ROOPUR NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

Under-construction
structure damaged

1N storm

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A portion of under-construction infrastructures of 'Roopur
Nuclear Power Plant’ site in Ishwardi upazila was damaged
when a storm swept through different areas of the district on

Wednesday night.

The incident occurred as a part of a 32-tonne capacity
crane broke down and fell on an under-construction
workshop at the site during a storm around 10:00pm, said

Ruhul Kuddus, in-charge of Rooppur Site Office.
None was, however, injured in the incident, Ruhul said,

adding that all the

construction work at
the site remained
closed yesterday for
removing wreckage
from the spot.

A high official at the
site, seeking anonymity,
said they were trying to
find out whether there
was any technical fault

behind the crane fall, apart from the storm.

The Russian company, which is constructing the nuclear
power plant site in Pabna, has not handed over the wreckage
of the damaged equipment yet, the officer added.

Meanwhile, the damage in a moderate storm raised
question among the local people about the security measures

at the plantsite.

“Compared to the previous years, Wednesday's storm
was not that massive and that makes us a bit worried,” said
Rahenul Islam, a resident of Rooppur village.

A 32-tonne capacity
crane broke down
and fell on an
under-construction
workshop
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A crane of Roopur Nuclear Power Plant in Ishwardi upazila of Pabna fell down during a storm on
Wednesday night, causing damage to this under-construction site of the plant.
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Women's broom
procession to
arrest rapists

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Over 100 women brought
out a broom procession at
Samudabad bazar yesterday,
demanding arrest of two
alleged rapists.

The alleged rapists are
Sumon and Sirajul
Chowkider of Samudabad
village.

The processionists said
Sumon raped a madrasa girl
on April 14 when she went
out of her house to respond
to the call of nature. The
victim filed a case with
Rangabali Police Station the
next day, accusing Sumon.

On October 3 in 2016,
Sirajul attempted to rape a
mother of two children when
she went out of her house to
respond to the call of nature.
Hearing the screams of the
woman, neighbours rushed
to the spot and rescued her,
while Sirajul fled the scene.

The victim filed a case
with Patuakhali Women
and Children Repression
Prevention Tribunal in
Patuakhali the next day.

Although cases were filed
against Sirajul and Sumon,
they are moving freely in the
area, locals said.

Demand for bridge
over Kharia river

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Thousands of people of six villages
in Phulpur upazila have been sutfer-
ing for long due to lack of a concrete
bridge over the Kharia river.

The villages are Guptergaon,
Payari, Grah Payari, Mulakandi,
Sutia Payari and Dargi Payari.

“We have been using a bamboo
bridge to go to the upazila head-
quarters and the district town as
well,” said Khorsheda Akhter, a
high school teacher in
Guptergaon.

The 160-foot-long bamboo
bridge over the Kharia river at
Guptergaon Kalighat was con-
structed eight years ago at the initia-
tive of the villagers at a cost of
around Tk 2 lakh, said Payari Union
Parishad member Abdul Mazid.

Local people contribute around
Tk 50,000 every year for its mainte-
nance costs, he added.

“l and some other people of the
area manage the maintenance
work through a committee,”
Mazid said.

Headmaster of Payari High
School Ayub Ali Khokon said there
are three schools and a madrasa on
both sides of the bridge and hun-
dreds of students have to use the

18 date-expired
ferries run
in Barisal

road to reach their institutions.
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

“Before we made the bamboo

bridge, we arranged boat facilities in
the rainy season for some 100
children who studied at my school.
Hundreds of students studying at
different schools and colleges at
upazila and district headquarters
also use the bridge,” said the head-
master.

The area is also famous for rice
and vegetable production but the
farmers have to sell their produce at
cheap rates for lack of easy commu-
nication, said farmer Nazmul
Haque of Guptergaon village.

Abdul Hamid, another farmer
of the same village, said the vege-
tables produced in the villages are
supplied to district headquarters
and Dhaka, but they are deprived
of fair prices due to lack of a con-
crete bridge.

Payari Union Parishad Chairman
Matfizul Islam said the local people
maintain the bridge with bamboos
and cash and the union parishad
sometimes give support,

If a concrete bridge is built there,
the comparatively neglected area
will see massive economic develop-
ment in a short time, the chairman

added.

As many as18 ferries are running on differ-
ent routes in all six districts of Barisal divi-
sion although they have crossed expiry date,
causing immense sufferings to passengers.

Of the ferries, six are plying in Barisal
district, five in Patuakhali, three in Pirojpur
and two in Barguna and Khalakathi each,
according to the Roads and Highways
Department in Barisal region.

Vehicles on busy Patuakhali-Barisal,
Barisal-Pirojpur and Patuakhali-Barguna
roads are crossing the ferries round the
clock.

Of the ferries, some are running with
315-horse power machines and others with
200-horse power machines at different
ghats in the region.

The ferries often come to halt in mid
river as the machines go out of order.

Made in England in 1980, expiry date of
the machines is already over, said Azam
Sheikh, sub-deputy engineer of Patuakhali
Road division.

Horse power of each machine is being
reduced slowly after 25 years, he said.

Md. Ashraf Ali, a bus driver of Barisal-
Kuakata via Patuakhali road, said they have
to suffer as Lebukhali ferry service often
disrupted due to mechanical problem,

Abul Hossain, a tourist from Dhaka,
said "I visited Kuakata by road with my
family of four and we had to stay three
hours at the ghat as ferry machine went out
of order.”
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Banana trading hampered
for lack of market

Commuters of nine northern districts suffer as the growers pile

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

The absence of a suitable marketplace
for trading of bananas is causing
problems for the farmers in the district,
although banana cultivation has
increased over the years.

Growers pile up bananas at differ-
ent points on both sides of Rangpur-
Dhaka highway, mostly in Chandihara
area under Shibganj upazila of the
district, on Wednesday and Saturday
every week.

Smooth movement of vehicles is
hampered due to the traffic jam
created by crowds of growers, vendors
and purchasing agents, and piling up
of bananas on the roadside stretching
over two to three kilometres.

Deputy Assistant Agriculture
Officer of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) Farid
Ahmed said banana cultivation is
increasing in 12 wupazilas of the
district as it is more profitable than
other crops like paddy, wheat, jute and
vegetables.

Cultivation on 400 hectares of land
in summer and 600 hectares in winter
was fixed for this year, but over 1,100
hectares of land have been taken under
cultivation, he added.

Abdul Wahed, 65, said he cultivated
130 banana trees on 15 decimals of
land at a cost of Tk 5,000 and hopes to

Growers pile up bananas on both sides of Rangpur-Dhaka highway at
Chandihara under Shibganj upazila of Bogra. The picture was taken on

Wednesday.

get at least 100 bunches of banana,
which he can sell for around Tk

20,000.
Banana trader Tarek Ali, 45, of

Dubaria village, said they buy bananas
from the roadside market and send

them to Bogra and other districts.
Bachchu Mia, 76, of Chandihara

village, said the government tried to set
up a separate market for banana
trading on three bighas of land a few
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years ago, but the then union parishad
chairman did not cooperate.

Firoz Ahmed Riju said he has leased
his land for the temporary market
alongside the highway at Chandihara
and hoped that a proper marketplace
will be set up soon.

Deputy Director (horticulture) of
DAE Abdur Rahim agreed that a
proper marketplace for bananas is
needed,
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CARE works in 95 countries and 1s one of the world's leading international humanitarian agencies
working to help people achieve social and economic well being while being among the best in
their fields. We also put women and girls at the center of our work because we know that we
cannot overcome poverty until all people have equal rights and opportunities. We seek dynamic,
innovative thinkers to further our mission. If you share our core beliefs that poverty is an
injustice; poverty is solvable; and together, we have the power to end it then join us. Currently,
CARE BD is looking for high potential FEMALE candidates for its HR MANAGER Position.

If you are an experienced professional who not only aligns with our values, but also wants to
make a difference, develop and inspire others, drive innovative ideas and deliver results - then
we are looking for you. In this position you will ensure that all recruitment and staff transition
follows proper procedures and policies and are executed efficiently and effectively. You will
perform the functions relating to HR policy development/amendment and interpretation/
clarification, HR services, including but not limited to, grievance handling, salary changes,
performance management, talent review, PCF maintenance, disciplinary action etc. You will assist
the Director-HR in dealing with all HRM functions and work closely in critical issues, policy
formulation and other HR matters.

CARE is seeking to increase diversity in its staff profile and looks forward to receiving
applications from qualified women with appropriate experience.

If you feel confident about your suitability then please visit
for details and apply online by April 29, 2017 at
http://www.er-carebangladesh.org/care-recruitment/home




