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Marcia Bernicat, US ambassador
to Bangladesh and co-chair of
American Alumni Association;
Sharif Zahir, director of United
Commercial Bank and a life
member of the association, and
Muhammed Ali, managing direc-
tor of the bank, attend a deal
signing ceremony at a
programme in the capital on
April 15. VISA Affinity Platinum
Credit Card was launched for the
members of the association with
which they will enjoy exclusive
privileges from the bank's prior-
ity banking division: UCB
Imperial Banking.

ucB

GENERMAL

ot o R N

*BUSINESS

DCENERML

ESQUIRE ELECTRONICS

Arifur Rahman, managing director of Esquire Electronics Ltd, opens a showroom of the
company at Shyamoli in Dhaka.

Amazon, Flipkart battle in India

for e-commerce's last frontier

AFP,

With 100 million new internet users every year,
Amazon is betting big on India, but a major new
investment in homegrown rival Flipkart means

the

commerce market is set to heatup.

Flipkart announced this week that top interna-
tional companies including Microsoft, eBay and
China's Tencent had pledged investments total-

ling

raised by an Indian start-up.
The 10-year-old e-commerce company needs
all the help it can get to compete with Amazon

after

billion inhabitants a global strategic priority,
earmarking $5 billion in investment funds.
"They need to have a substantial amount of

New Delhi

battle to dominate the fast-growing e-

$1.4 billion, among the largest sums ever

the Seattle-based giant made India's 1.25

cash in order to fight in the market with
Amazon," said Jaideep Mehta, South Asia direc-
tor at the International Data Corporation.

Every three seconds, an Indian connects to the
internet for the first time, according to Google.
One in three Indians currently uses the internet,
but the number is forecast to swell by 300 million
by 2020, mainly due to growing smartphone use.

McKinsey analyst Ashish Tuteja said 70 per-
cent of online sales in India were done on a
smartphone. "It's very much a mobile-first mar-
ket," he told AFP. Projections for the size of the
market by 2020 differ wildly, ranging from $50
billion to $120 billion. But all agree that it will be
worth considerably more than the current $15
billion, thanks to an expanding middle class and
rapidly growing internet use.

Amazon only opened its doors in India in

2013, but quickly overtook local start-up
Snapdeal to become the second-biggest player,
E-retailers in India typically adopt a "market-
place” structure, acting as platforms that connect
buyers and sellers rather than stocking their own
products. Amazon marketed its services aggres-
sively, touring markets around the country with
its "chai carts" to sell the idea of e-commerce to
small traders over a cup of tea.
Under another initiative dubbed "Feet-on-
Street”, an Amazon employee would be sent to
photograph their products and help them to sign
up online. Flipkart, Amazon and Snapdeal are
now engaged in a price war, with each Indian
festival an occasion for aggressive cuts.
"At some point, they will have to make
money," said Mehta -- something experts say will
necessitate consolidation of the sector.

Apple receives permit in California
to test self-driving cars

rumoured: that Apple is at least toying

REUTERS

Apple Inc has secured a permit to test
autonomous vehicles in California, fuel-
ing speculation that it is working on self-
driving car technology in a crowded arena
of companies hoping to offer those cars to

the masses.

The permit allows it to conduct test
drives in three vehicles with six drivers, the
state Department of Motor Vehicles said
on Friday. The vehicles are all 2015 Lexus

RX450h, according to the DMV.

Although it has never openly acknowl-
edged it is looking into building an electric
car, Apple has recruited dozens of auto
experts in recent years, and the permit pulls
the curtain backa bit on any possible plan.

"This does confirm what's long been

with the idea of getting into the autono-
mous game in some capacity,” said Chris
Theodore, president of consultancy
Theodore & Associates, and a former vice
president at Ford Motor Co and Chrysler.
The permit does not mean Apple is

definitely building a car. "This is not neces-

sarily automobiles as initially rumored,
but software or possibly hardware associ-
ated with autonomous technology,”
Theodore said.

An Apple spokesman declined to com-

ment directly on the filing, pointing back
to a statement the company made in
November when it wrote to the U.S.
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) on the subject of
regulating self-driving vehicles.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Suzuki, Toshiba,

Office of the Project Director Denso to start
Establishment of Institute of Livestock Science & Technology Project O ] ;
Department of Livestock Services, Krishikhamar Sarak, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215 |nd|a ||th||.|m'|0n
Phone & Fax: 02-9128616; E-mail: ilst.dls@gmail.com bat'[ery Ve nture
Invitation for e-Tender REUTERS
This is an online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no
hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal Suzuki Motor Corp,
hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. Toshiba Corp and
S| Tender ID and Name of scheme Last selling date | Closing date Denso Corp on Friday

No. Reference No. and time and time said they would form a

01 | 96807 Land  Development  and 09/05/2017 09/05/2017 joint venture to pro-
ILST/WD- Construction of Boundary Wall 12:00 hour 12:30 hour duce lithium-ion batter-
(01&19)/Nasir/16- | at ILST Nasirnagar, ies for automobiles in
1711589 Brahmanbaria India, where auto emis-

02 | 96957 Land  Development  and 09/05/2017 09/05/2017 sion regulations are
ILST/WD- Construction of Boundary Wall 12:30 hour 13:00 hour tightening to deal with
(01&19)/Gai/16- with Extra Cost of Canal at pollution problems.
17/1590 ILST Gaibandha The three compa-

03 | 97029 External Electrification with Sub 09/05/2017 09/05/2017 nies said in a joint
ILST/WD- Station and Compound 13:00 hour 13:30 hour statement that they
23/Nasir/16- Electrification at ILST would spend a total of
1711591 Nasiragar, Brahmanbaria 20 billion yen

04 | 97100 Installation of Deep Tubewell 09/05/2017 09/05/2017 ($183.74 million) to
ILST/WD- and Distribution of Water Line 14:00 hour 14:30 hour set up the company,
22/Nasir/16- and Pump House at ILST which would be
1711592 Nasirnagar, Brahmanbaria formed this year.

06 | 97262 Construction  of  Principal 09/05/2017 09/05/2017 “The battery pack
ILST/WD- Quarter 1-storied Horizontal 13:30 hour 14:00 hour manufacturing joint
14/Gaif16-17/1593 | Extension on Existing 1-storied venture by the three

Building for 100 SQM at companies will realize
Gaibandha stable supply of lith-

The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National e-GP portal have to be

deposited online through any registered bank's branches. Further information and guidelines are
available in the National e-GP Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-801

Dr. Muhammad Haider Ali
Project Director
Establishment of Institute of

Livestock Science & Technology Project

Department of Livestock Services (DLS)

ium-ion battery packs
in India in the course of
promoting sustainable
cars in the country and
will contribute to 'Make
in India’ initiative by
the Indian govern-
ment," they said.
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Agreement Signing Ceremany
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HCE Bank

Golam Hafiz Ahmed, manag-
ing director of NCC Bank,
and Ashish Chakraborty,
chief operating officer of
SSL Wireless, attend the
signing of a deal at a
programme. The bank's
credit cardholders will enjoy
SmartPay equal monthly
instalment benefit during
online purchase through
SSL Wireless.

NCC BANK

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD

Road Division, Shariatpur
e-malil: eesar@rhd.gov.bd Phone/Fax: 0601-61406

Memo No. 706
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal hitps://www.eprocure.gov.bd for the below work.

Date: 12-04-17

Tender

D

Package No.
No.

Name of work/package description

Last selling
date & time

Opening Remarks

date & time

30/04/2017
11:00am

e-GP/
13/EE/SRD/
2016-2017

96643 HBB Pavement work with Brick Flat Soling at
23rd(P), 26th(P), 27th(P), 28th(P), 29th(P),
30th(P) & 31st(P) km of Mostafapur-
Madaripur-Shariatpur ~ (Monohar ~ Bazar)-
Ibrahimpur-Horina-Chandpur Bhatialpur) Road
under Shariatpur Road Division , during the

year 2016-2017

30/04/2017
15:00pm

Only
online
tender

30/04/2017
11:00am

e-GP/
14/EE/SRD/
2016-2017.

HBB Pavement work with Brick Flat Soling at
31st(P), 32nd(P), 33rd(P) & 35th(P) km of
Mostafapur-Madaripur-Shariatpur ~ (Monohar
Bazar)-lbrahimpur-Horina-Chandpur
(Bhatialpur) Road under Shariatpur Road
Division, during the year 2016-2017

30/04/2017
14:30pm

Only
online
tender

30/04/2017
11:00am

e-GP/
15/EE/SRD/
2016-2017

HBB Pavement work with Brick Flat Soling at
37th(P), 38th(P), 39th(P), 40th(P), 41st(P) &
56th(P) km of Mostafapur-Madaripur-Shariatpur
(Monohar Bazar)-lbrahimpur-Horina-Chandpur
(Bhatialpur) Road under Shariatpur Road
Division, during the year 2016-2017

30/04/2017
14:45pm

Only
online
tender

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal. Further information
and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and e-GP help desk (htips://www.eprocure.gov.bd).

Partha Das Gupta
IDNo. 602152

Executive Engineer (C.C.), RHD
Road Division, Shariatpur
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