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NETRAKONA FLOOD

'Boro crops worth
Tk 300cr damaged'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

For breaking her
child's sleep!

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Nine primary students were
injured as a teacher beat
them up severely for break-
ing her child's sleep.

The injured are Class V
students of Chadkhana
Nurunnesa Government
Primary School in
Kishoreganj upazila.

The victims said assistant
teacher Sabiha Siddika came
to school with her eight-
year-old son on Tuesday.
She then made him sleep
on a table in a room beside
their classroom.

At one stage, the child
awakened up and started
crying, making the teacher
angry. She blamed the stu-
dents for breaking her son's
sleep by making hue and cry
and started beating them
with a stick, injuring nine.

The injured were later
admitted to the upazila
health complex.

Contacted, Sabiha
Siddika said there was
nothing wrong as she
rebuked them and beat
them lightly with her hand.

She alleged that a vested
quarter in the area was
trying to tarnish the image
of the school.

Upazila Primary
Education Officer Masudul
Hasan said it was
unwanted and he would
take disciplinary action
after getting written com-
plaint from guardians of
the injured students.

Boro crops worth about Tk 300 crore have gone under
floodwater in two upazilas of Netrakona, causing immense
sufferings to thousands of farmers.

Some 89 embankments collapsed in haor areas of
Khaliajury upazila in the last five days due to flashflood
triggered by heavy rain.

Around 95 percent of the haor area went under water,
said Upazila Agriculture Officer Shafiqul Islam.

Boro crops worth about Tk 200 crore on 19,500 hectares
of land, out of 20,070 hectares, were inundated, he said.

Due to the damage, the boro farmers are now facing
uncertainty, said local UP Chairman Sanwar Hossain.

Over 22000 families of Khaliajury have been affected in
the flood and they are passing their days in untold miseries,
said upazila Chairman Shamsuzzaman Talukder.

The loss is huge but the relief is very meagre, he
lamented.

Farmer Moloy Chowdhury of Khaliahury village said
“‘I'm undone as my 22 acres of land have gone under
floodwater.”

Shafiqul Miah of adjacent Bochikhai village said his 25
acres of land went under water and he is now seeing a crisis
in running his family.

Mohanganj Upazila Agriculture Officer Mofizul Islam Nasir
said boro crops on some 9000 hectares, out of 16820 hectares,
were damaged in the flood, causinga loss of over Tk 100 crore.

Until Friday, flashflood submerged around 38115, out of
184,320 hectares of land, targeted for boro cultivation in
nine upazilas out of 10 in Netrakona, said Bilash Chandra
Pal, deputy director of the Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) in the district.

Meanwhile, some 23,620 out of 165,515 hectares of land
targeted for boro farming in seven upazilas were damaged totally,
said Md Shafiqul Islam, deputy director of DAE in Kishoreganj.

Over 30,000 farmers have been affected in the flashflood
and the total loss of boro crops is around Tk 28 crore, he said.

Contacted, Md Azimuddin Biswas, deputy commissioner
of Kishoreganj, said 100 tonnes of rice and Tk 3,80,000 in
cash have been distributed among the flood victims.

More allocations are underway, said the DC.
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A HERITAGE EXTRAORDINAIRE: Momin Masijid, a century-old wooden mosque with artistic decoration at Udoytara Burirchar village in Mathbaria

upazila of Pirojpur.

Momin mosque: A national
treasure suffers from decay

BY HABIBUR RAHMAN with ANDREW EAGLE

Take design of leaf, flower and geometric pattern;
add calligraphy in Arabicand Bangla. Think the best
hardwoods from Myanmar, Assam and Tripura:
coarse-grained sal, pungent teak and robust
lohakath. Picture a building of such intricate collab-
oration of construction and decoration that has
survived for over a century. Then one might be able
to imagine Pirojpur’'s Momin mosgque.

Built between 1913 and 1920 by Moulovi
Mominuddin Akan and situated in Udoytara
Burirchar village of Mathbaria upazila, the
wooden Momin mosque is quite possibly the
only one of its kind to be declared a national
antiquity site. The archaeology department
made the determination in 2003.

Some four years later repair work was under-
taken, including painting; but since then the

structure has witnessed neglect. There are
signs of decay.

It is said that Mominuddin had an aged rela-
tive who had saved money for their pilgrimage
to Mecca but was ultimately unable to make the
long journey. The relative decided instead to
offer their savings for the building of a mosque

of beauty, to replace a smaller mosque made of

wood and straw.

After locating the best hardwoods from afar,
Mominuddin hired 22 expert carpenters from
the area of Swarupkathi upazila, which was then
called Nesarabad, which was renowned for
timber workers. It took them seven years to
complete the building.

Nowadays woodworms are eating their way

through the intricate carvings, with some of the
previous repair work completed by the archaeol-
ogy department also suffering damage. "Every
day we have to clean the mosque up to eight
times as wood dust falls continuously to the
floor,” says the mosque's current imam, Md
Nizamul Hague Harun, who is a grandson of
Mominuddin.

On the three outer walls of the rectangular
mosque meanwhile, the design craftsmanship is
barely visible thanks to the effects of rising damp
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and the moss growth.

Locals have tried to protect some parts of the
outer walls by draping polythene. “Rainwater
seeps into the wood and damages electric equip-
ment inside the mosque,” says Harun. "The
polythene is there to stop the water damaging
our microphone.”

Water also drips inside from the tin roof dut-
ing rain showers, he adds.

He shows three places inside where cracks are
visible; other designs are obscured by cobwebs.

“We also need a boundary wall to maintain
the site properly,” the imam says.

According to Afroza Khan Mita, Khulna
region's director of the department of archaeol-
ogy, the previous repair work included affixing a
new tin roof, adding a wooden ceiling and
restoring damaged wall design, as well as colour-
ing the wooden walls. “After the work was com-
pleted,” she says, "we received some complaints
from locals and an investigation committee
visited the mosque on 10 December 2014."

The committee recommended the construc-
tion of a shed of Thai plastic at a distance from
the main mosque to accommodate worshippers.
“Itis under consideration,” she says.

"We have an honorary employee charged
with regular maintenance of the mosque,” says
Mita, “but he has not been performing his duty.
We hope to send another employee every three
months from our regional office to monitor the
mosque's state of repair.”

But, according to Mita, locals also have a role
to play. “People keep vessels, buckets, brooms,
clothes and towels sporadically inside the
mosque, which mars the aesthetics of the site.”

Moreover locals have built an extension at the
mosque's entrance without the department's
consent. “It's really difficult to protect an antig-
uity site if locals don't cooperate,” Mita says.

“The Momin mosque can only fit about 30
worshippers,” explains Harun. “So we needed to
add a cement platform to accommodate the
crowd for Friday prayers. Even with that addi-
tional space people sometimes have to say their
prayers outside the mosque.”
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Local people in
Shajahanpur upazila here
yesterday reiterated their
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demand for exemplary
punishment to the killers of
Sonaton through quick trial.

They made the demand
at a human chain
programme on the occa-
sion of inaugurating a

monument in memory of <
Sonaton Chandra Modok < IE h Rirtaie
under the banner of Polli *@ﬁ? T2 GF &ASTF [+

Bangla Samaj Unnayan
Sangstha. The victim's
parents Surath Modok and
Sushoma Modok inaugu-
rated the monument on
the spot where their son

was killed.
The criminals beat and
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Adikalibari on April 4 last
year just 26 days into his
marriage with Shuchi
Modok.

National Human Rights
Society central Vice
Chairman Prodip Mitra,
local chairman Firoj
Ahmed, Hindu, Bouddha,
Christian Oikya Parishad's
Shajahanpur upazila unit
President Shukomol Sarkar,
victim's brother-in-law
Ratan Chandra and Polli
Bangla Unnayan Samaj
representative Ramkrisna
Roy spoke at the
programme,
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Surath filed a case accus-
ing nine people and police
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arrested five of them. Three
of the five gave confessional
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