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Fresh areas tlooded

in Netrakona

Situation unchanged in Kishoreganj

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Flood situation in Netrakona continues to
deteriorate as fresh areas of farmland were
inundated vyesterday, causing immense
sufferings to thousands of farmers.

Due to washing away of two more
embankments-'Gachikhai® and ‘'Joypur'
embankments in Khaliajury upazila, over
90 percent area of the upazila has gone
under water, said Mohammed Tofael
Ahmed, upazila nirbahi officer (UUNQO) of
Khaliajury:.

Many areas of the upazila's Krishnapur
and Nagor unions experienced fresh flood
yesterday, said the UNO. A government
relief of 28 tonnes of rice has been distrib-
uted among some 1000 flood victims in the
upazila on Friday, the UNO said.

But the report on fresh areas affected
yesterday was not received yet, said Bilash
Chandra Pal, deputy director (DD) of the
Department of Agriculture Extension (DAE)
of the district.

Until Friday, flash flood triggered by
heavy rainfall submerged around 38,115
out of 184,320 hectares of land targeted for
boro cultivation in eight upazilas of
Netrakona, said the deputy director.

Gopendra Das, a farmer of Krishtapur
village in Khaliajury said the flood has left
him helpless as his three acres of boro land
was damaged.

Satu Sarker of Bigolhati and Bhajon
Sarker of Baniahati wvillages in the
upazila lamented saying, "What would
be our fate as we cannot save even an
inch of land from the flood?"

ATeas

supports, he said.

of Khaliajury.

DAE in Kishoreganj,

water, said the deputy di

the official.

Standing robi crops like groundnut,
wheat, potato and vegetables were also
affected in the flood, local people said.

The flash flood affected mainly the haor
as Kirtankhola embankment
Khaliajury and Dingapota Haizda embank-
ment in Mohanganj upazila were washed
away at some points, said the DD.

Though there was no rain in the last three
days, the flood situation did not show any
sign of improvement. The affected farmers
are yet to be listed to provide with necessary

The flood affected people of haor areas
are passing hard days due to the flash flood
caused by the onrush of water from Indian
hills and the government should immedi-
ately stand beside the victims, said Sanwar
Hossain, chairman of Sadar union parishad

On Friday, 23,620 out of 165,515 hect-
ares of land targeted for boro farming in
seven upazilas of the district had gone under

rector.

The affected boro will face a total damage
as the crop was in its flowering stage, said

The DAE sources said, some 30,000
farmers have been affected in the flash flood
triggered due to overflow of water from the
Kushiara, Kalani and Khowai rivers. The
affected farmers will be provided with assis-
tance until the next boro season, he said.
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More haor areas of Khaliajury upazila in Netrakona have been flooded.

However, the flood situation remained

PHOTO: COLLECTED

unchanged in Kishoreganj district.
No fresh areas was flooded since Friday,
said Md Shafiqul Islam, deputy director of

Next polls to be free, fair:

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, lamalpur

the newly-built district server station in

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
KM Nurul Huda yesterday expressed his
optimism that the next general elections
will be free, fair and neutral with the
participation of all political parties.

The Election Commission (EC) has
already been able to create confidence
among the people that it would be able
to conduct the next parliamentary elec-
tion in a transparent way, he said while
talking to journalists after inaugurating

Ci

the town.

ting

the Comil

no allegation of vote rigging.

la City

Corporation election recently, Nurul
Huda said the election was held in a
free and fair atmosphere and there was

"We have been able to achieve the
confidence of the people and will be
able to keep it to hold the next general
election in a peaceful atmosphere so
that the political parties can take part
in a free and fair election, " he said.

CEC

Responding to a query by the media
people whether the BNP would take
part in the next general elections under
this EC, he said he is hopeful of BNP's

participation in the elections.

"We cannot influence the decision of
political parties, but we can encourage
them to participate in the elections. And
for this, we are doing our job by holding
fair and neutral elections so that the
political parties feel interested in partici-

pating in those,” he said.

Indigenous women belonging to the Chakma community buy clothes at a shop in
Rajbari area of Rangamati town yesterday ahead of the three-day Biju festival, to be
celebrated from Wednesday.

Biju shop

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Hozal, said, “I make traditional 'Pi-

PHOTO: STAR

Tori

Chakma,

When the indigenous people belong-
ing to Chakma community in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) are in a
festive mood to welcome Biju from
Wednesday, a festival to say goodbye to
the past year and celebrate the New
Bangla Year, Chakma women and girls
are passing busy time buying new
clothes.

Aney Chakma, an NGO emplovyee,
said, "Every year when the festival
comes we remain busy to decide which
dress to buy or which colour to
choose.”
owner of Mizel-

ages,”

Owner
Mazumder, said,
clothes as they have a huge demand
among women and girls of different

shops in

‘I impo

non-Hadi," which has a special
demand among young girls.”
of 'Dress Point'

Nilu
rt Indian

While wvisiting different clothes
Banarupa, Tabalchari,

Debasish Nagar and Rajbari area on

Friday this correspondent found the
indigenous women passing busy time
buying new clothes for the upcoming
Biju festival.

Ashish Chakma, president of

Rangamati Trideb Nagar Babosayee

Kalyan Samity, said they have engaged
10 volunteers at Banarupa Bazar to
avert any untoward incident during the

Biju sh

Every year, indigenous communi-
ties in the CHT celebrate the festival, to

shed the sorrows of the previous year

opping.

ing gets momentum

and welcome the Bangla New Year.

It is known by different names. The
Chakmas call it as Biju, the Marmas
observe it as Sangrai, the Tripuras as
Boisuk and the Tangchangy as Bisu.

CHT indigenous people observe the
festival for three days including last
two days of the old year and first day of

the Bangla New Year.

DINAJPUR PRESS CLUB
Bachchu
president,
Dulal secy

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Dvinajpur

Swarup Kum

ar Bakshi

Bachchu was elected presi-
dent and Golam Nabi Dulal

seneral sec

retary of

Dinajpur Press Club on

Friday.

A total of 60 voters, out of

62, cast their

votes from

3:00pmto 6:00pm.

Other office-bearers of the
15-member executive com-
mittee are Vice President:
Ahsanul Haq Sathi and Abu

Bakkar Siddi
Secretary: Sha
Treasurer:
Fulal, Literature
Secretary: Kashi
Jhantu,

Belal Uddin

que, Joint
mim Reza,

Rafiqul Islam

and Library
Kumar Das

Sports Secretary:

Shikdar,

Cultural Secretary: Zinnat

Hossain and Office Secretary:

Delwar Hossain.
Executive Committee

members are
Sarkar,
Talukdar,

Asadullah

Akram Hossain

Mukul

Chattopaddhaya, Mofasirul
Rashed and Shah Alam Shahi.
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