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PM's gifts
FROM PAGE 1
She is to gift a Rajshahi silk sari to the
Indian PM's mother.

Indian External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj would get a Rajshahi
silk sari, a tea set, 2kg rosgolla and
kalojam, 1kg sandesh and 2kg yogurt
from the Bangladesh PM as gift.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee would receive a
Benarasi sari, 2kg rosgolla and
kalojam, 1kg sandesh and 2kg yogurt
from Hasina.

A silver boat each for Indian
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, State
Minister for External Affairs Vijay
Kumar Singh and State Minister for
Heavy Industries and Public
Enterprises Babul Supriyo is on the
gift list.

The PM is now on a four-day offi-
cial visit to India.

From Khulna

FROM PAGE 2
Around nine years ago on April 14,
2008, the first passenger train service
between Dhaka and Kolkata --
Maitree Express -- was launched.
There had been no train service
between the two nations since 1965.

On March 1 this year, the number
of Maitree Express' trip increased to
four days a week, catering to the
growing demand of passengers from
both sides.

|Our correspondents in Khulna and
Benapole contributed to the report. |

'Cyborg

FROM PAGE 16

parties for those willing to get
implanted.

The process is simple. Someone has
to inject the implants — using pre-
loaded syringes — into the fleshy area
of the hand, just next to the thumb.
The process lasts a few seconds, and
more often than not there are no
screams and barely a drop of blood.

"The biggest benefit I think is
convenience,” said Patrick Mesterton,
co-founder and CEO of Epicenter. As
a demonstration, he unlocks a door
by merely waving near it. "It basically
replaces a lot of things you have,
other communication devices,
whether it be credit cards or keys.”

The technology in itself is not new.
Such chips are used as virtual collar
plates for pets. Companies use them to
track deliveries. It's just never been
used to tag employees on a broad scale
before. Epicenter and a handful of

other companies are the first to make
chip implants broadly available.

And as with most new technolo-
gies, it raises security and privacy
issues. While biologically safe, the
data generated by the chips can show
how often an employee comes to
work or what they buy. Unlike com-
pany swipe cards or smartphones,
which can generate the same data, a
person cannot easily separate them-
selves from the chip.

"Of course, putting things into
your body is quite a big step to do
and it was even for me at first," said
Mr Mesterton, remembering how he
initially had had doubts.

"But then on the other hand, I
mean, people have been implanting
things into their body, like pacemakers
and stuff to control your heart," he said.
"That's a way, way more serious thing
than having a small chip that can actu-
ally communicate with devices."

Epicenter, which is home to more
than 100 companies and some 2,000
workers, began implanting workers in
January 2015. Now, about 150 work-
ers have them. A company based in
Belgium also offers its employees
such implants, and there are isolated
cases around the world where tech
enthusiasts have tried this out in
recent years.

Ben Libberton, a microbiologist
at Stockholm's Karolinska Institute,
says hackers could conceivably gain
huge swathes of information from
embedded microchips. The ethical
dilemmas will become bigger the
more sophisticated the microchips
become.

"The data that you could possibly
get from a chip that is embedded in
your body is a lot different from the
data that you can get from a
smartphone,” he says. "Conceptually
you could get data about your health,
you could get data about your where-
abouts, how often you're working,
how long you're working, if you're
taking toilet breaks and things like
that."

CIA knew in
summer of
Russian effort to
back Trump: report

AFP, Washington

The CIA had evidence that Russia was
interfering in the 2016 US election to
boost Donald Trump earlier than
previously thought, the New York
Times reported Thursday:.

Russia's interference was not made
public until months after Trump's
November 8 election victory, with US
intelligence chiefs openly accusing
Russian President Vladimir Putin of
masterminding a hacking and disin-
formation campaign to skew the
election results.

9 killed as US fires missiles

FROM PAGE 1

“The United States took a very mea-
sured step last night.... We are pre-
pared to do more, but we hope it will
not be necessary," Haley said.

The strike -- the first direct US action
against Assad's government and
Trump's biggest military decision since
taking office -- marked a dramatic
escalation in American involvement in
Syria's six-year civil war.

[t followed days of outrage at
images of dead children and victims
suffering convulsions from the sus-
pected sarin gas attack in the rebel-
held town of Khan Sheikhun.

US officials said 59 Tomahawk
cruise missiles were fired from Navy
ships in the Mediterranean at the
Shayrat airfield at 3:40am (0040
GMT), dealing heavy damage to the
base from where Washington believes
Tuesday's deadly attack was
launched.

“The United States attacked the
territory of sovereign Syria,” Russian
Deputy Ambassador Vladimir
Safronkov told the Security Council.

"We describe that attack as a flagrant
violation of international law and an
act of aggression, " he added.

The US didn't seek Security Council
authorisation for the military action.

While threatening further strikes,
the US envoy also said it was time to
press on with diplomatic efforts to
achieve a political solution to end the
war,

sion, the Syrian army confirmed the
strike and said it had caused extensive
damage.

The Russian military said the strike
had an ‘"extremely low" military
impact, with fewer than half of the 59
missiles reaching the base.

The strike destroyed six planes
under repair and several buildings,
including a storage depot and radio
station, it said.

Syria's opposition and rebel fight-
ers, who have for years urged more
direct US military action in support of
their uprising, hailed the strike and
called for more.

The MNational Coalition, the main
opposition grouping, called on
Washington to take further steps to
"neutralise” the regime’s air power.

"We hope for more strikes... and
that these are just the beginning,”
spokesman Ahmad Ramadan told AFP.

Syria's rebels have suffered a series
of setbacks in recent years as Assad's
forces have reclaimed much of the
territory once under opposition con-
trol.

The White House was quick to paint
the decision as limited to deterring the
use of chemical weapons, and not part
of a broader military campaign.

"The intent was to deter the
regime from doing this again, and it
is certainly our hope that this has
had that effect," Pentagon spokes-
man Navy Captain Jeff Davis told
reporters.

TOMAHAWK MISSILE
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“Now we must move to a new
phase: a drive toward a political solu-
tion to this horrific conflict.”

Assad's office in a statement said,
“What America did is nothing but
foolish and irresponsible behaviour,
which only reveals its short-
sightedness and political and military
blindness to reality.”

Syria's regime has denied using
chemical weapons in Khan Sheikhun,
where at least 86 people, including 30
children, were reported killed and
more than 500 wounded.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif of Iran, another staunch Assad ally,
said on Twitter that the US strike was
based on "bogus CW (chemical weap-
ons) allegations" and would aid jihadists
in Syria like the Islamic State group.

Britain, France, Germany, Israel,
Japan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey all
supported Washington, with Ankara
also calling for a no-fly zone in Syria.

Trump announced the strike in a
brief televised address delivered hours
after the UN Security Council failed to
agree on a probe into the suspected
chemical attack.

"Tonight 1T call on all civilised
nations to join us in seeking to end this
slaughter and bloodshed in Syria and
also to end terrorism of all kinds and
all types," Trump said.

The missiles were fired from the
LISS Porter and the USS Ross, which
belong to the US Navy's Sixth Fleet, in
the eastern Mediterranean.

The strike targeted radars, aircraft,
air defence systems and other logistical
components at the base south of
Homs in central Syria.

US officials said measures had
been put in place to avoid hitting
sarin gas they said was stored at the
airfield.

In a statement read on state televi-

US officials said Russia's military in
Syria was informed of the strike before-
hand in order to avoid casualties that
could prompt a broader crisis.

Russia stood by Damascus this week
despite the global uproar, insisting
that the chemical weapons that caused
the deaths in Khan Sheikhun had been
stockpiled by "terrorists" and possibly
released by a conventional strike.

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
accused Russia of being incompetent
or complicit in permitting Assad's
actions and said vyesterday's strike
should leave no one in any doubt that
Trump was willing to act if any actor
"crosses the line.”

Trump had previously indicated no
willingness to engage further in Syria's
civil war, beyond stepping up efforts to
battle the jihadists of IS, who have
been targeted by US-led air strikes in
Syria and Iraq since mid-2014.

His administration had in fact
signalled in recent days that it was no
longer seeking the Syrian leader's
departure from power.

But Trump said the "very barbaric
attack” in which "even beautiful
babies were cruelly murdered" had
required a response.

Analysts said the US strike did not
necessarily reflect a shift in policy on
Assad.

"It seems unlikely that these events
change the overall US calculus towards
the regime," said Tim Eaton, a research
fellow with the Middle East and North
Africa programme at think tank
Chatham House.

“The US administration still has
significant reservations about the
Syrian opposition," he said. "It seems
to me that removing that one airfield
does not shift the balance of power in
terms of the conflict.”

Police look

FROM PAGE 16

Rajshahi Metropolitan Police, yester-
day said Raudha used WhatsApp mes-
senger on her mobile and the labora-
tory would examine conversations
made from her phone.

The Rajshahi DB is investigating the
case of unnatural death filed with Shah
Makhdum Police Station on March 29,
hours after Raudha, also a model, was
found dead in her dorm room of
Islami Bank Medical College in the
city's Nawdapara area.

An autopsy ruled that she commit-
ted suicide. However, her family mem-
bers claimed she was murdered.

Meanwhile, a two-member
Maldivian police investigation
team left Rajshahi for Dhaka yester-
day after wrapping up their five-day
visit.

Talking to The Daily Star at Rajshahi
airport, Chief Superintendent
Mohamed Riyaz of the Maldivian
police said the mobile phone data
would be of great help for the investi-
gators.

The Bangladesh Police would dis-

close the details of the data in due
time, he added.

Raudha's father Mohamed Athif
said Maldivian cops let him see part of
the text conversation.

“There was nothing abnormal.
The conversation proves that
Raudha was frustrated and angry. I'm
sure my daughter was strong and
capable enough to hold her nerves,”
he said.

Talking to this correspondent on
condition of anonymity, a DB offi-
cial said Raudha had a long conver-
sation with her boyfriend on the
night of March 28. It was evident
from the conversation that she was
very frustrated by her boyfriend's
behaviour.

There are four more Maldivian
students, including three females, at
the medical college, according to the
college authorities.

Asked about their security, police
official Riyaz said the students were

comfortable with safety and security
measures.
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Eight suspected

FROM PAGE 16

The elite force arrested Jamal alias
Rasel Siraji, 45, Nurul Absar, 27,
Khandker Abu Naim alias Naim
Jihadi, 49, Mohsin, 52, and Jabir
Hawlader, 22, when they were having
a secret meeting at Parijat Market at
Signboard area on Thursday night.

Hours later, Rab arrested the three
others -- Akterujjaman Maruf, 32,
Mawlana Omor Faruk, 32, and
Kashem Moonshi, 31, at Comilla's
Gouripur -- based on information
gleaned from the other five “|MB
members”, the Rab official said.

The elite force also claimed to have
recovered jihadi books, splinters,
gunpowder and detonators from
their possession.

Kamrul said Rasel Siraji had been
coordinating the group over the last
one and a half year. The group was
planning “subversive acts”.

[n primary interrogation, the
arrestees admitted being JMB mem-
bers, the Rab official claimed.

The arrestees also forged national
identity (NID) cards to rent houses
and shared their extremist views on
Facebook, Kamrul added.

Commercial

FROM PAGE 2

project is likely to be announced
today during Hasina's meeting with
Modi, diplomatic sources said.

Until the project is completed,
HSD will be transported from
Assam's Numaligarh Refinery to
Bangladesh via rail and one such
consignment will be flagged off by
the two prime ministers today.

Talking about the current state of
relations between Bangladesh and
India, Pradhan said, "There is a holis-
tic cooperation between the two
countries and our relations are mov-
ing towards a new era.”

He said after Modi's Dhaka visit in
2015, the two countries were enjoy-
ing very "engaging” relations with
very high mutual trust.

Pradhan also said the visit of
Hasina would take the relations
between the two nations to a new era
with broad cooperation.

Responding to a query, he ruled
out any gap between the two coun-
tries and said, "Our relationship is
getting stronger day by day benefiting
people of the two countries.”

Replying to a question on Teesta
water sharing deal, he said Teesta
was an important issue, but in
Indian system, there were certain
areas where they needed to take the
state concerned in finding solution.

Asked about joint exploration in
the Bay of Bengal, the minister said
they were already doing some
exploration activities in
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh played a very impor-
tant role in various issues for India,
he added.

So far, I have gotten

FROM PAGE 16
are going to have a very, very great
relationship and 1 look very much
forward to it."

This is the first time the two leaders
meet, after a US election that featured
frequent barbs at China's "rape” of the
LIS economy.

During that campaign, Trump had
ridiculed his predecessor's decision to
offer Xi a coveted state dinner, saying
that -- if elected -- he would serve the
63-year-old a Big Mac.

But inside Mar-a-Lago's ornate dining
room -- with gold-trimmed chairs, fine
cut glass and polished silverware -- it was
Dover sole with champagne sauce and
New York strip steak with whipped pota-
toes rather than McDonald's on the
menui.

The open agenda and the personal
setting for the 24-hour summit are
designed to allow the leaders to free-
wheel and build a rapport, in what is the
world's most important relationship.

The Chinese leader has plans to
reciprocate America's hospitality,
according to Beijing's official news
agency.

Xinhua yesterday reported that Xi
invited Trump to a state visit in China
later this year, an offer which it said
Trump accepted "with pleasure.”

The Florida summit has been some-
what overshadowed by Trump's deci-
sion to launch military action targeting
the Syrian regime, in response to an
apparent chemical attack.

Trump informed the Chinese leader
personally of the missile strikes on an
air base in central Syria, a senior
administration official told AFP.

Talks was scheduled to continue up
to a working lunch yesterday, and are
likely to turn to more serious issues.

Amid concerns about security and
public perceptions, Xi and his wife are
not staying at Mar-a-Lago, but at a
resort and spa a short drive down the
palm-fringed coast that is, for now,
watched by snipers, tactical units and a
coastguard cutter.

The two leaders were joined
Thursday evening by US first lady and
former model Melania Trump and Peng
Liyuan -- a celebrated folk singer who
Trump hailed as a "great, great celeb-
rity."

Xi had arrived to the meeting with
a gift basket of "tweetable deliver-
ables," sources say, peace offerings on
Trump's signature issues -- trade and
jobs -- that he hopes will smooth over
a relationship that began on shaky
ground following disagreements over
Taiwan.

Top of the list, according to a source
briefed on Xi's plans, will be a package
of Chinese investments aimed at creat-
ing more than 700,000 American jobs
-- the number pledged to Trump by
China's regional rival Japan, during
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's February
Mar-a-Lago visit.

There may also be offers to further
open China's auto and agricultural

markets, insiders say, and even some
concessions on Chinese banks' trans-
actions with North Korea, a vital finan-
cial lifeline for the country.

In return, Xi hopes to get assurances
from Trump on punitive tariffs and that
an American arms sale to Taiwan will be
delayed, at least until after a major
Communist Party meeting later this year.

Trump's position on democratically-
ruled Taiwan, which China considers a
breakaway province, has been a major
irritant since the billionaire politician
accepted a protocol-breaking phone
call from the Taiwanese president after
his election victory.

The summit stakes, both domestic
and international, are high.

Disagreements over approaches to
North Korea or bilateral trade could, if
mishandled, destabilise North East
Asia or tank the global economy.

On the domestic political front, Xi
is heading into a critical year. Ahead of
a party congress that could cement his
grip on power for years to come, he
needs to show that he can deal with the
US leader as an equal.

He "cannot atford to lose face while
China aspires to be the new center of
gravity for the world order," China
political analyst Willy Lam told AFP.

Meanwhile, Trump -- who is reeling
from legislative defeats, low approval
ratings and unrelenting scandals --
desperately needs a win.

On the US side, however, North Korea
will likely top the agenda following
Wednesday's provocative missile launch.

The Trump White House worries
Pyongyang is just months away from
marrying nuclear and long-range
missile technology and putting the
west coast of the United States within

striking distance.

The timing of Thursday's strike on
Syria, during Trump's meeting with Xi,
is likely to give weight to US threats to
deal with North Korea's nuclear and
missile programs unilaterally if neces-
sary.

While Beijing has condemned the
missile tests, it has hesitated to take
dramatic action against Pyongyang,
fearing that the country's collapse
would generate a flood of refugees
across its borders and leave the US
military on its doorstep.

6 Ctg schools

FROM PAGE 5

In another circular issued on Thursday,
the ministry sought explanation from
the chairman of Chittagong board as
to why academic registration of five
more institutions in the port city will
not be cancelled for overcharging the
students by violating the same section
of the admission policy.

The institutions are: Chittagong
Cantonment Public School,
Chittagong Cantonment English
School and College, Halisahar
Cantonment Public School and
College, Bangladesh Navy School and
College, and BAF Shaheen College
Chittagong.

Hasina

FROM PAGE 2

picture -- “a stronger, sta-
ble and prosperous
Bangladesh is in India's
long-term interests. Ms
Hasina has shown on
more than one occasion
that she is willing to work
towards this same big
picture.”

The Hindu writes a
report with the head-
line“Teesta hangs fire as
Sheikh Hasina arrives.”

The report says the
west Bengal government
is not yet fully on board
on sharing of the Teesta
waters with Bangladesh,
while Indian officials
said India remained
committed to dialogue
on the Teesta with
Bangladesh.

The Asian Age also
writes a report styled “De-
spite rivalry, Mamata to
join Modi, Hasina at
lunch.”

The report terms
Mamata as a “political foe”
of Narendra Modi and says
the Hasina-Mamata and
Modi meeting “could be
awkward as there has been
little progress on the con-
tentious Teesta river-water
sharing issue.”

The Times of India
publishes two reports with
the headlines “"PM sets
protocol aside, receives
Bangladesh PM Hasina at
airport” and “Why
Bangladesh PM Hasina's
visit is a big deal”.

The popular news outlet
NDTV writes, “PM
Narendra Modi Receives
Sheikh Hasina As India,
Bangladesh Aim To
Enhance Ties.”

The report says setting
aside the protocol, Modi
went to the airport to
receive Hasina. It also
writes that Modi travelled
through normal traffic
without any route restric-
tions.
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