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Most Rohingya are denied citizen-
ship. Tens of thousands have lan-
guished in displacement camps since
2012 when religious violence
between Muslims and Buddhists tore
through Rakhine State, which borders
Bangladesh.

ARMY WRIT RUNS STRONG

The latest violence unfurled in
October last year when scores of
armed militants claiming to represent
Rohingya rights ambushed police
border posts, prompting the army to
lockdown a remote wedge of land
during extensive air and ground
"clearance"” operations.

Last month the UN rights council
agreed to send a fact-finding mission
to examine allegations of torture,
murder and rape allegedly committed
by troops.

Suu Kyi told the BBC there was "a
lot of hostility" in Rakhine, which
borders Bangladesh.

"It is Muslims killing Muslims, as
well, if they think they are collaborat-
ing with authorities.

"It is not just a matter of ethnic
cleansing. It is a matter of people on
different sides of a divide, and this
divide we are trying to close up. As
best as possible and not to widen it
further,” she said.

Myanmar has launched its own
domestic probe into possible crimes
in Rakhine and appointed former UN
chief Kofi Annan to head a commis-
sion tasked with healing long-
simmering divisions between
Buddhists and Muslims.

Suu Kyi said the army was "not
free to rape, pillage and torture”.

"They are free to go in and fight.
And of course, that is in the constitu-
tion... Military matters are to be left
to the army,” she said, adding that
she aimed to amend the constitution
which allows the military total con-
trol of defence.

Rohingya who fled the crackdown
told UN workers of horrendous
abuses, including soldiers allegedly
executing babies in front of their
mothers, summary murders of
Rohingya men and widespread gang
rape of women.

In the interview Suu Kyi tired to
reassure those who fled that "if they
come back they will be safe".

Her National League for
Democracy (NLD) faced the ballot
box on Saturday in by-elections
across the country, winning a string
of seats but losing out in ethnic
minority areas including Rakhine.

The NLD came to power in a his-
toric 2015 election which ended half
a century of brutal military rule, but
there has been disillusionment with
the administration as it struggles to
push through reforms and ease
unrest.

A fitting send-offt
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the series played over the month-long
odyssey.

And fittingly, it was Mashrafe who
began Sri Lanka's end in the match.
Stepping up to bowl his last over in
the 16th over of the innings after
having conceded 22 runs off his first
three overs, he had to contend with
the last dangerous seventh-wicket
pair of Kapugedera and Seekkuge
Prasanna. Mashrafe was hit for a four
off the second ball by Kapugedera but
off the fifth ball he clean-bowled
Prasanna who was trying to hit across
the line in an effort to keep up with the
13 runs an over asking rate. The good
news continued for Bangladesh as
Mustafizur Rahman confirmed a
return to form by getting Kapugedera
miscuing to long on in the following
over for a 35-ball 50, before giving
Malinga a taste of his own medicine
with a full and fast delivery that clat-
tered into the stumps. Mustafizur
finished with four for 21 off three
overs.

Rookie Mohammad Saifuddin
then ended things with his first T201
wicket in his second match when he
had Vikum Sanjaya caught at long
on to end the innings at 131 in 18

overs. Mashrafe, at short fine leg,
held his cap aloft and looked up to
the heavens as teammates converged
upon him.

What ended with respects paid to
the captain began in much the same
way when Mashrafe walked onto the
field through a guard of honour
formed by his teammates to lead
Bangladesh's defence of 176.

The first ball bowled by Shakib
was whacked away to the fence by
Kusal Perera, the marauding player
of the match in the first T20I, but
the next ball -- which spun sharply
from outside off and beat the left-
hander's slashing blade to crash into
the stumps -- hinted at an outcome
different from that of the first game.
On way to another player-of-the-
match performance in a landmark
win, Shakib had his second wicket in
the third over by having Dilshan
Munaweera caught off a top-edged
slog sweep. Mahmudullah got into the
thick of things by having skipper Upul
Tharanga caught at mid on off another
slog sweep to have Sri Lanka at 40 for
three after five overs.

That was the time for Mustafizur
Rahman to have his say, when the

NEWS

City

The Baily Star | 117

batsmen have no option but to hit
out. Introduced in the sixth over, a
full ball had Asela Gunaratne driv-
ing uppishly to cover where
Mosaddek took a juggling catch. In
the next ball a near mirrored replay
took place with the left-handed
Milinda Siriwardene hitting the ball
uppishly to point, this time to Soumya
Sarkar. At five for 40, Sri Lanka's only
hope was the partnership between
Thisara Perera and Kapugedera, and
they looked briefly threatening with a
58-run sixth-wicket stand in 7.3 overs,
but that ended when Perera was
stumped in the 13th over to give
Shakib his third wicket.

Earlier, Soumya Sarkar and
Shakib were the men who powered
Bangladesh's innings after Mashrafe
won the toss for the second succes-
sive time and elected to bat. The
announcement this time at the toss
was that first-choice opener Tamim
Igbal would not play the match as he
was suffering from back pain that he
first experienced while scoring 127
in the first ODI in Dambulla on March
25,

The batsmen seemed determined
to prove the notion that they were

not T20 hitters wrong as there were
15 fours and five sixes in their score
of 176 for nine. Soumya scored 34
off 17 with four boundaries and two
sixes, going after even Malinga. At
one point he scored 27 runs from
eight deliveries, before being
undone by his innocuous tormentor
Asela Gunaratne in the eighth over
when he offered a simple return catch.

Shakib hit 38 off 31 and Imruyl
Kayes, Tamim's replacement, was
among the runs as well with a 25-
ball 36. At one stage Bangladesh
were 124 for two in the 14th over
and were looking at a total of around
200, but Sabbir Rahman and
Shakib's dismissals brought the total
to a less threatening 139 for four
after 16 overs.

In the 19th over, Malinga bowled
Mushfiqur and Mashrafe in succes-
sive balls, before handing out a
golden duck to debutant Mehedi
Hasan Miraz to pick up his first
hattrick in T20Is to go with three in
ODIs. Malinga's hattrick put a severe
dent on Bangladesh's scoring with
the last five overs yielding just 40
runs for the loss of six wickets.

[raqi helicopter
downed in fight

to retake Mosul

AFP, Arbil

The Islamic State group shot down an
Iragi helicopter operating over Mosul
yesterday, as security forces announced
they recaptured another neighbourhood
in their nearly six-month-old offensive
against the jihadist stronghold.

The operation to retake west Mosul
-- which the helicopter was supporting
when it was downed -- has become a
slow, grinding battle that has taken a
heavy toll on civilians and pushed
more than 200,000 to flee.

"The helicopter was supporting
federal police forces in (west Mosul)
and was hit by fire and crashed in the
Mohandiseen neighbourhood in east
Mosul," Brigadier General Yahya
Rasool, the spokesman for Iraq's Joint
Operations Command, told AFP.

The city is divided by the Tigris
River. East Mosul was recaptured ear-
lier this year, but IS still holds signifi-
cant ground on the city's western side.

Federal police are operating along-
side interior ministry special forces in
Mosul's Old City -- a densely popu-
lated warren of narrow streets and
closely spaced buildings that is home
to hundreds of thousands of people.

Mental health on decline
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suicides occur in low- and middle-
income countries, it notes.

A government survey in
Bangladesh has found a higher
suicide rate.

According to Bangladesh Health
and Injury Survey (BHIS) 2016, 66
people commit suicide every day. Of
them, 40 are adults and the rest are
young adults.

The survey was conducted with a
big sample population of three lakh
in 16 districts.

Statistics prepared by the
Bangladesh police, however, show
that on an average 28 people take
their lives each day in Bangladesh.
Some 80,239 people committed
suicide from 2009 to 2016, either
by hanging themselves or taking
poison.

The statistics were prepared on
the basis of unnatural death cases
filed with different police stations.

An article titled “Suicide and
depression in the World Health
Organisation South-East Asia
Region: a systematic review' by
Helal Uddin Ahmed and Aftab
Uddin, and led by Mohammad
Didar Hossain, mentions an alarm-
ing proportion of depression
recorded up to 51.7 percent among
people who had committed sui-
cide.

The article will be published

today:.

Didar Hossain said suicide risk
varies with the type of depressive
disorder and with a range of bio-
psychosocial factors, including age,
sex, previous history, family his-
tory, social support, religious belief
and occupations.

He said suicides were prevent-
able in a number of ways, like reduc-
ing access to the means of suicide,
(forexample, pesticides and certain
medications), early identification,
treatment and care of people with
mental disorders and acute emo-
tional distress, training of non-
specialised health workers in the
assessment and management of
suicidal behaviour, and follow-up
care for people who attempted
suicide.

Prof Ashadul Islam, chairman of
transfusion medicine department at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University, yesterday told
The Daily Star that analysing
attempted suicide cases, they
found people with “"0O" blood
group were highly sensitive and
had suicidal tendencies.

Mekhala Sarkar, assistant profes-
sor (psychiatry) of National
Institute of Mental Health, said
people still do not consider mental
stress as a serious problem, which

sometimes results in unnatural
deaths.

Suicidal deaths are preventable,
she said, adding that if someone
suffers from mental stress or any
disturbances, he or she should
consult experts immediately.
“Once this practice develops in our
society, suicidal deaths will be
reduced.”

Joyosree Jaman, convener of
anti-suicidal campaign forum
Brighter Bangladesh, suggested
appointing psychologists in every
educational institution and offices
so that people with mental disor-
ders get immediate assistance,

One of the main reasons behind
students taking their lives these days
was that they were overburdened
with studies, she observed. She
mentioned of students of English
medium schools and medical
colleges.

Prof Shah Ehsan Habib of sociol-
ogy department at Dhaka University
told The Daily Star that social fac-
tors like financial problems as well
as family and relationship issues
lead to suicides.

Nowadays, people don't have
time for others as they are too busy
focusing on their own lives. The
omnipresence of technology is also
changing human behaviour, he
said.

“It destroys family and social
bonding as they don't meet regu-
larly or spend time with others.”
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Join hands to eliminate
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Mohammed Al-Khuzaim thanked the PM for
inviting him to Bangladesh and extending
warm hospitality.

He said the Saudi government was making
efforts to uphold the dignity of Muslims across
the world. In view of this, an institution was
established to expand Islamic cultural educa-
tion and correction of people worldwide.

Terming the killing of innocent people a sin
in Islam, he said the religion never allowed a
Muslim to kill another one or innocent non-
Muslims. According to Islam, it's the duty of a
Muslim to protect the lives and property of
non-Muslims in his country, he added.

“The killers of innocent people can never
belong to Islam,” the vice president of the holy
mosques said. He urged Muslims to stand
against terrorism and militancy.

He praised Bangladesh's efforts in contain-
ing terrorism saying it was one of the countries
successfully spearheading the anti-militancy
campaign.

Abdul Rahman Al-Qasim hoped their tour
would strengthen the Bangladesh-5audi Arabia
relations under the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina.

The PM said her government would not
tolerate any ulterior design to undermine Islam
and that it was ready to work together with
other countries to eliminate the local and
international roots of terrorism and mili-
tancy.

It's the duty of every Muslim to propagate
the message of peace and work for peace and
the Bangladesh government was trying to
educate people and train up religious leaders
towards that end, Hasina told the
programine.

Welcoming the vice-president of the holy
mosques and the Khatib of the Prophet's (SM)
mosque, she said their presence and inspira-
tional speeches at the rally would stimulate the
religious spirit of the people of Bangladesh.
“It will make our task easy to establish peace
in the society.”

She thanked the Saudi king for sending the
two top religious leaders to Bangladesh. She
also conveyed her best wishes to all Imams and
LIlemas of the two holy mosques.

Hasina said Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
the pioneer in promoting Islam in Bangladesh.
“Bangabandhu had founded the Islamic
Foundation for promotion of Islam and
provide real education to people about the
religion.”

Bangladesh is a Muslim majority country,
but people of other religions live here in peace
and harmony which is the true spirit of Islam,
the PM said.

She urged the Ulema-Mashayeks to reach

the real message of [slam to the people.

She said a vested quarter was out to portray
Awami League as an anti-Islam party, particu-
larly after the killing of Bangabandhu in 1975.

She recalled that Bangabandhu had
banned wine, gambling and horse race in the
country to uphold the spirit of Islam,
Bangabandhu had procured a dedicated ship,
Hizbul Bahar, for carrying hajj pilgrims to
Saudi Arabia which was turned into a recre-
ational vessel by BNP founder Ziaur
Rahman, she told her audience,

Bangabandhu also had allocated land for
the world's second largest religious congrega-
tion Biswa Ijtema, formed the Madrasa
Education Board and took steps for renovation
of all mosques across the country, the PM
added.

She highlighted the steps taken by her gov-
ernment for promotion of Islam and welfare of
thereligious leaders.

For the first time in the country, the AL
government constituted a trust fund to provide
financial support to Imams, Muazzins and
other religious leaders, she pointed out.

The government decided to construct a
central mosque and an Islamic cultural centre
in every upazila, Hasina said.

Spiritual leaders, Imams, students and
pious people from far-flung areas of the coun-
try joined the rally, with Religious Affairs
Minister Matior Rahman in the chair.

EP for closing
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2017, that allowed child marriage in
Bangladesh, the country with the highest
rate of child marriage in Asia.

The act sets the minimum age for women
to marry at 18 and for men at 21, but allows
exceptions made in “the best interests” of
adolescents in “special cases” without lay-
ing down the criteria or making the adoles-
cents' consent mandatory, the MEPs
observed according to a report published on
European Parliament website.

The parliament reaffirms its condemna-
tion of all cases of forced and child marriage
and calls on the government of Bangladesh
to amend the Act and close the loopholes
and outlaw all marriages involving children,
the report added.

[t is worried by the “step backwards for
Bangladesh in its efforts to eliminate child
marriage” and urges the government of
Bangladesh to commit to the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals,
including ensuring gender equality and
women's rights, read the report.

Engineer builds
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original interior elements,
like seating and lights.

Campbell spends the
other part of the year in
Japan, where he is also
looking to buy and similarly
re-use a retired Boeing 747
fuselage.

On board, Campbell
leads a modest life. He
sleeps on a futon, bathes in
a makeshift shower and
cooks with a microwave or
toaster, eating mostly
canned food and cereal.

A shoe rack with numer-
ous pairs of slippers greets
visitors, and he asks that
everyone wear slippers or
socks to avoid tracking in dirt.

Campbell was in his early
20s when he paid around
$23,000 for the 10 acres on
which his plane rests. His
original plan was to make a
home from freight vans, but
then he decided a plane
would be better. A van still sits
nearby, covered in growth.
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