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Adolescent

drivers!

BRTA says 80 percent accidents in Nilphamari
caused by unlicensed, underage drivers

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Adolescent boys are illegally driving trac-
tors carrying goods on busy roads in the
district, resulting in an alarming increase
in the number of serious, even fatal, acci-
dents.

Assistant Director of Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA) in Nilphamari
Ythowainu Chowdhury said, “A driver must
be at least 20 years of age to get a profes-
sional driving license, but many adolescent
boys are illegally engaged in driving tractors
carrying goods.”

“Eighty per cent of accidents are
caused by unlicensed and adolescent
drivers of tractors and three-wheelers. |
have requested the authorities con-
cerned to launch drives against them,”
he added.

Ssumon Ali, 16, son of Ekramul of
Bogulagari village, said, "1 have been driving
a tractor for two years without a driving
license.”

Another tractor driver Gojendra Roy said
that he joined the profession due to extreme
poverty, though it is more hazardous than
driving other vehicles like minibus and

microbus.

President of the district unit of Truck and
Tank Lorry Workers' Union Golam Rahman
Dalu said, “We've asked the law enforce-
ment agencies to take stern action against
underage drivers as many licensed drivers
are now unemployed, but no steps have
been taken as yet.”

Tractor owner Motiar Rahman said, "We
don't engage underage boys as drivers. In
some cases, we employ them as helpers who
learn driving by seeing senior drivers and
often driving vehicles when regular drivers
take rest.”

Mostafizur Rahmam, an activist of 'safe
road movement,” reported that a fatal
accident took place in Dimla last month,
killing two people, as a tractor driven by
an underage boy dashed a rickshaw van
from behind.

Traffic Inspector of police Nahid Parvez
said, “Police are vigilant against underage
tractor drivers, but some of them still run
the vehicles by evading the police. The local
administration and police launch mobile
courts occasionally, but that is not enough
to stop them.”

A underage boy steers a large tractor carrying stones and sand at Kachukata Borobari on Nilphamari-Jaldhaka road yesterday as a section of
callous people often make such arrangement, ignoring the risk of serious accidents.
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A student of Bogra Government Girls' School casts vote for electing students' cabinet

Death threat
to Nasirnagar
UP member

OQUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Arrest of stalker
demanded

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Bagerhat boat
capsize death
toll now 14

OUuUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Local people and different political and socio-cultural
organisations yesterday strongly protested physical assault
of a schoolgirl by a youth in Fulchhari upazila and
demanded immediate arrest and punishment to the cul-
prit.

The protesters also gave a 24-hour ultimatum to the
upazila administration to arrest the culprit, otherwise, to
face tougher agitation.

Teachers, students and people from all walks of life
formed a human chain and brought out a procession that
paraded the main roads of the upazila headquarters to
press home their demands.

Speakers said one Naimuddin, 26, of Kanchipara vil-
lage, waylaid a girl student of Nazrul Huqg Adarsha Girls'
High School and beat her mercilessly while she was return-
ing home from school on Wednesday afternoon.

Hearing her screams, villagers rescued her and admitted
her to Fulchhari Upazila Health Complex.

The victim, a Class [X student of the school, is now
undergoing treatment at the hospital, speakers said.

Nilufar Yesmeen Shilpi, secretary of Nari Mukti Kendra
Gaibandha unit, and Ranu Sarkar, former secretary of

Death toll in boat capsize in the Panguchi
river rose to 14 with the recovery of nine
more bodies yesterday.

Bodies of five men, two women and
two children were recovered yesterday
while bodies of five women were recov-
ered on Tuesday and Wednesday from the
river,

A motorised ferry boat capsized on
Tuesday morning while it was crossing the
river Panguchi in Morelganj upazila with
over one hundred passengers.

The bodies were handed over to the rela-
tives, said Md Rashedul Alam, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Morelganj Police Station,
adding that they were recovered from differ-
ent areas of the Panguchi.

Two missing people were admitted to the
hospital, the OC said. Six more people are
still missing while the rescuers continued

A ward member of Purbabhag Union
Parishad (UP) under Nasirnagar upazila of
the district received a death threat via an
anonymous letter yesterday.

The recipient Vishnupada Deb, member
of ward No 4 of the UP, received the letter at
around 9:00am from a peon of the local
post office.

Vishnupada, also president of the local unit
of Bangladesh Hindu-Buddhist-Christian
Unity Council, said, "As far as | know, | have no
enemy in the area. It is not clear to me who
could have issued such a letter.”

“The letter says Allahu Akbar, be pre-
pared for death,” he said.

Vishnupada filed a general diary in this
connection.

Officer-in-Charge of Nasirnagar Police
Station Md Abu Zafar said they will take
necessary steps on the basis of the com-

yesterday. theirsearch. Chhatra Union's district unit, spoke among others. plaint.
qIET I
feGayte fae et fowbers-
(GBS @ SIEGeIBl T3)
24w ST A o
3 T,
3¢ 5@ 5839 Australia Awards

faeafe 723 23/203%4

T FILF TRIIA @R A [Eee & s
MEIKERIE K|

A LT FEFAT (T o e WA M od/o8/205y Tifatd e Brere i Eihee (Gred warEe fefare
GNiTE 2/ S 4albe Aitne (@ 79 G2 GEE A9 offad, 75w ¢ 3 g (7 2 |

SIS <5 T 3059

Make a difference with an
Australia Awards Scholarship

Applications are now open
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strong links to Australia.

An Australia Awards Scholarship provides you with the opportunity to gain
an internationally recognised qualification from an Australian university. It
includes all the necessary support and funding to complete your study.

Your career will benefit from new knowledge, leadership skills and the links
you create both in Australia and through our global alumni network.

On your return home you can make a vital contribution to the social and
economic development of Bangladesh.

The application process is open and competitive, providing equal
opportunity to all eligible people, regardless of gender, ethnicity or
disability.

More Information

Applications for Australia Awards Scholarships
commencing in January 2018 will open on

1 February 2017 and close on 30 April 2017.

For more information on how to apply visit:
www.australiaawardsbangladesh.org
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