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The emergence of independent state of Bangladesh is a story of pain and glory, a el LA :
MESSﬂgE great victory achieved through great sacrifices. While depicting the brutal birth of MﬁSSﬂge o |

[ convey my heartiest greetings and congratulations to my countrymen as well
as all expatriate Bangalis on the occasion of the great Independence and
National Day of Bangladesh.

26 March is the day of earning self-identity of our nation. It's the day of
breaking the shackles of subjugation. On the eve of the Independence Day, I
recall with deep gratitude the greatest Bangali of all time, Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, under whose undisputed leadership we
earned our beloved independence. [ pay my deep homage to the 3 million
martyrs and 200 thousand women who lost their innocence in the War of
Liberation. | also pay my tributes to four national leaders who led the War of
Liberation. My homage goes to the valiant freedom fighters, including the
wounded ones. I extend my sympathies to those who had lost their near and dear
ones and were subjected to brutal torture during the war. I recall with gratitude
our foreign friends who had extended their whole-hearted support and
cooperation for the cause of our liberation.

The Bangali nation had fought against Pakistani rulers oppression and
deprivation for long 23 years under the leadership of Bangabandhu. They were

compelled to hold general elections in 1970. Bangladesh Awami League led by

Bangladesh, historians sometime refer to the famous lines of Charles Dickens, "It
was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the season of light, it was
the season of darkness." Such is the fate of the nation that its day of celebration is
always preceded by the day of sorrow. Victory Day of 16 December is preceded
historic day, I recall with profound respect Father of the Nation Bangabandhu by the day of brutal killing of the intellectuals. The bright day of independence
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who proclaimed country’s independence on March arrives after the dark night of 25 March, when amidst the killing, burning and

26, 1971 after mspiring the whole nation with Bangali nationalism and | shooting all around the call of independence by Bangabandhu reverberated in the
preparing them for independence. Under his charismatic leadership, we air.

achieved our much awaited independence through a nine-month long armed
struggle. Today, I pay my deep tributes to the martyrs and valiant sons of the
soil, who made the supreme sacrifices in the war of liberation. I also recall with
deep reverence our four National Leaders, valiant freedom-fighters, organizers,
supporters and people from all walks of life for their unmatched valour,
immense contributions and courageous role that accelerated the achievement of
our victory. I remember with deep respect our foreign friends who extended
their whole-hearted support directly and indirectly in our war of liberation in
1971. The contributions of all would be written in golden letters in the history
of our independence forever.

On the occasion of our great Independence and National Day, I extend my
heartfelt greetings and warm felicitations to my fellow countrymen living at
home and abroad.

The great Independence Day is a glorious one in our national life. On this

The nation crossed a sea of blood to arrive at the shore of independent state of the
Bangali people, under the unique leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. The emergence of independent Bangladesh had great national, regional
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One of the prime objectives of our hard-earned independence was to build a
happy and prosperous Bangladesh. Keeping that in mind, the present
Government has been rendering untiring efforts in materializing the objectives
of independence. The growth rate of GDP and per capita income is increasing
constantly and the rate of poverty is decreasing. In the meantime, we have
achieved some significant progress in the fields of agriculture, education,
health, rural infrastructure, communication, energy and power, trade and
commerce, [CT, SME etc. It is notable that our country has attained
food-sufficiency owing to the huge development in agriculture. We have also
been able to export food grains in a small scale. The pace of advancement in the
sector of empowerment of women, youth and sports, women and children,

Bangabandhu won overwhelming majority in the elections. But the Pakistani
rulers instead of handing over the power to the majority party in a democratic
way; they launched repressive measures against them. Bangabandhu in his 7
March historic address at the then Racecourse Maidan declared, "The struggle
of this time is for our freedom, the struggle of this time 1s for independence.” He
instructed the Bangali nation to resist the enemies.

The occupation forces unleashed a sudden attack and started killing innocent
and unarmed Bangalis on the black night of 25 March 1971. They killed
thousands of people in cities and towns including Dhaka. The Father of the
Nation B andhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman officially proclaimed the

independence of Bangladesh at the first hour of 26 March 1971. Bangabandhu's

social safety net etc. 1s continuing. The mega project of the Padma Bridge is
underway by our own resources. At the same time we have also attained
remarkable development in private sector including the area of readymade
garments, pharmaceuticals, ceramic and ship-building industry. Country’s
financial sector along with banks and insurances has been expanded. — ”
Bangladesh is now being branded as a role model of development in the outside | and global significance which has not yet been properly understood or recognized.

world. Our achievement in international arcna is also commendable. Our |  gyate of Pakistan was established on the basis of two nation theory that made the
“EEHHEIE Bangladtf:]srgls haveuadl;;) hﬂa;ep n{h;k]dﬂg Slﬁlﬁmﬁnmﬁmﬂt‘; OUL 1 religious identity supreme, eradicating all other identities of a person or a nation.
national economy through sending their hard-camed remittances. Nevertheless, People of diverse language, culture and history come together under the great

ﬁﬁﬁeﬁtgmnwgﬁzglﬁim;ﬂgzﬁﬁ E;;ﬂﬁ?g?;;; canopy of religion. Diversity is the essence of life and pluralism sustains and
promotes that. There cannot be and should not be any conflict between one’s

affiliation are imperative to reach the goals. lioi S T S T e th tic state based
o le of s ovs e d _ devel tand religious and national identities. But Pakistan, a theocratic state cd on
PPOORS G T ROpHRY Sy 8 Fony v I OSO(iacy, CovL o B o communalism created distortion which found reflection in the demal of language

peace. They do not support any sorts of violence including militancy and : _ : : : ;e
terrorism. We should kgep in mind that the ﬂmﬂng of dgmmmy and 1its nghts ﬂfEﬂﬂgﬂll PEHJIJIE. The rulers of the Islamic State of Pakistan tried to _]llStIf}'
their domination using the name of Islam and ventured to create an ‘Imagined

institutionalization is very important for attaining overall development.
Therefore, we have to maintain patience, self-restraint and forbearance n our Nation’ based solely on religious identity. Right from the beginning Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman could understand the pitfalls of compromising on

national life alﬂn‘iawith showing respect to others’ opinion in a democratic
pluralism. I'hope that people from all strata would play their due role from their |  pational rights and identity. He firmly upheld the linguistic-ethnic identity of
Bangali people and its right to self-determination. He exposed the inherent

respective positions to attain the objectives of independence and fulfill the
hopes and aspirations of our people. Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh contradiction of Pakistani state and colonial nature of domination of the West over
Eastern province. Although Pakistan emerged as a single state it was not a united

Mujibur Rahman dreamt of transforming Ban ', The
country in terms of geographical entity. The two wings were separated by more

gladesh into "Sonar Bangla
present Government has set "Vision 2021' and 'Vision 2041' to materialize
than thousand miles and the separation of language, culture and history was far
more apart.

Bangabandhu’s dream into reality. It is my expectation that people from all
In this backdrop, Sheikh Mujib placed the 6-pt charter of demand with an aim to

walks of life would contribute towards building an IT-based happy and

prosperous Bangladesh through implementing the Vision by the golden jubilee
achieve self-rule of the Bangalis in the Eastern province. Inspite of imprisonment,
torture and oppression he stood firm in his demand. In 1970 when democratic

celebration of our independence.

On this auspicious day of independence, I urge all, living at home and abroad,
election was held for the first time in the history of Pakistan, Bangabandhu got the
mandate of the people with unprecendent majority. The election result endorsed

to work unitedly imbued with the spirit of war of liberation and democratic

norms to expedite further progress and democratic advancement of the country.
the right of the Bangali nation for self-determination and provided that a
constitutional and legal foundation. Bangabandhu led the struggle to such a level

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh Live Forever. /,/@,ﬂ.w’”"(
(Continued to the next page)  \_
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proclamation was spread all over the country through telegrams, tele-printers
and EPR wireless. The international media also had circulated Bangabandhu's
proclamation of independence. Under the brave and dauntless leadership of
Bangabandhu, we eamned the ultimate victory on 16 December, 1971 after a
9-month bloody war.

The independence earned through supreme sacrifices of millions of people is
the greatest achievement of Bangali nation. To ensure that this Hﬂhlp:‘ifﬁﬂlﬁﬂt
remains meaningful, all have to know the history of our great liberation war and
retain the spirit of independence. The history has to be passed on to generation
to generation.

Being imbued with the spirit of the freedom struggle, the Awami League
government has been working relentlessly to develop the country. During the
last 8 years, we have implemented expected development pro es in all
sectors. As a result, Bangladesh has emerged as a 'Role Model' of
socio-economic development, We will turn Bangladesh into a middle-income
country by 2021 and a developed one by 2041, Insha Allah.

We have executed the verdict of the killing case of Bangabandhu and most of
his family members. The verdicts of cases against those who committed crimes
against humanity are also being executed. Our government 1s maintaining 'zero
tolerance' policy to tackle militancy and terrorism. We have stopped to take
over power in an undemocratic way through the 15th amendment of
constitution. On this auspicious day, I urge the countrymen to foil any plot of
the anti-liberation, communal forces and anti-development and anti-democracy
forces together.

Being imbued with the spirit of our great liberation war, let us take a fresh vow
to advance our country's development and democracy. Let us join our hands to

build a non-communal, hunger-poverty free and happy-prosperous 'Sonar
Bangla' as dreamt by the Father of the Nation. On the historic day, this is our

commitment. _ .
Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.
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Sheikh Hasina )

| 26 March 1971

Vibrant Contour of Aspiration

26 March is our independence day, our day of birth. Even
those who were worried about the future of Bangladesh at the
time of its birth are now astonished. This country is now a
unique example for the new world. Our achievements since
independence have indeed been blissful. Although we could
not erect a permanent edifice in some basic areas including
democracy, we are hopeful that we shall be able to reach our
cherished goals in the coming days. But the basis of everything
has to be the ideology of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The countrymen passed on to Bangabandhu the power to rule
and speak on their behalf by voting for him during the general
election of 1970. The proclamation of independence adopted
on 10 April 1971 stated as follows: °...Whereas in the facts
and circumstances of such treacherous conduct, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the undisputed leader of the 75
million people of Bangladesh, in due fulfilment of the
legitimate right of self-determination of the people of
Bangladesh, duly made a declaration of independence at Dacca
on March 26, 1971, and urged the people of Bangladesh to
defend the honour and integrity of Bangladesh...’

In fact, the 26 March Declaration of Independence by
Bangabandhu was a reflection of the will of the people. The
need for forming a constituent assembly and to approve and
adopt this declaration arose in order to give it a legal validity
in the international arena. The adoption of the proclamation of
independence and formation of a revolutionary
government undoubtedly played a singular role in
providing a legal wvalidity to the history of
Bangladesh’s liberation war and in bringing the
ongoing war under a command structure. M A
Hannan had read out the declaration of
independence by Bangabandhu in his own voice
from the Chittagong (Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra) radio station, and the deputy commander
of Bengal Regiment Major Ziaur Rahman also | &
made the declaration of independence on behalf | 3
of Bangabandhu from the same station on 27
March. At the same time, military officers like
Major Abu Osman Chowdhury joined the
liberation war at Kushtia-Chuadanga border,

e w3

[ 3 I
T R R, o N
= . LiTh! —

; |
i v
SEF s I EE s ST . Jis
==y

— e
—

KE?E‘H’

Major Shafiullah in Mymensingh, Major Khaled Mosharraf in
Brahmanbaria and Major Rafig on the Chittagong border.
Resistance was built up throughout the country in the light of
the declaration of independence under the leadership of
Awami League.

On 4 April 1971, a meeting of the military commanders
participating in the eastern zone of the war was held under the
leadership of Colonel M A G Osmany (retired) and Lt. Colonel
M A Rab (retired). Here, the liberation army (Mukti-Fouj) was
constituted with Osmany and Rab as the chief and the deputy
chief. On the other hand, the political leaders assembled at
Apgartala and Kolkata, and set up communication links
between each other. Political leaders stationed in these two
places consulted among themselves to form a single command
for running the government as well as directing the war and
coordinate efforts to provide support to the military.

As the Proclamation of Independence has now been made a
part of our Constitution (Article 150), the declaration of
independence by Bangabandhu on 26 March has been
recognized constitutionally. As Article 150 cannot be
amended, the matter can be considered to have been
constitutionally resolved. But history does not move forward
by obeying the dictates of law or the Constitution. It has its
own flows and dynamics. This is true for our national history
as well. The paths that the Bangalis treaded before reaching 26
March 1971 should also be kept in mind. Around 1 million
people had died on 12 November 1970 in the southern region

on us by the 1 million people who died in the cyclone and tidal
surge, if needed another 1 million Bangalis will give up their
lives so that we can control our own destiny.’

On the occasion of the death anniversary of Suhrawardy on 5
December 1969, Bangabandhu declared: ‘From today, the
name of this country is Bangladesh.” On 21 February 1971, he
said at the Shaheed Minar (Martyrs’ Monument): ‘Be ready in
your houses to shed blood for the movement to realize the
self-determination of the Bangalis. ...Today I call upon the
people of Bangladesh from the altar of the martyrs, prepare
yourself, if needed we shall shed more blood. ... We seek
self-determination. ..I do not know when I shall be able to
stand before you next. I therefore call upon you and the people
of whole Bangla, get ready for the ultimate sacrifice.” At a
meeting of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry on
28 February 1971, he declared: “Joy Bangla 1s not merely a
political slogan. It is a symbol of the political, economic and
cultural rights of Bangla.’

Bangabandhu urged preparations for Bangladesh’s
independence in numerous speeches throughout March 1971.
He put forward the strategy for a movement and struggle in his
historic 7 March speech. He said, “Let me then tell you that the
Prime Ministership is not what I seek. What I want 1s justice,
the rights of the people of this land. ...I now declare in clear
terms the closure of all the courts, offices and educational
institutions for an indefinite period of time. ... So that the poor
are not inconvenienced, rickshaws, trains and other transports

of the country due to a devastating
cyclone and tidal surge immediately
before the general election. After
visiting the  affected  areas,
Bangabandhu said at a crowded
press conference on 26 November at
the then Hotel Shahbag, ‘For
discharging the responsibility vested

will ply normally.... The Secretariat, Supreme
Court, High Court, Judges Courts and government
and semi-government offices shall remain shut.
...All employees will collect their salaries on 28
February. If the salaries are held up, if a single
bullet is fired upon us henceforth, if the murder of
my people does not cease, I call upon you to turn

every home into a fortress against their onslaught.”

Bangabandhu gave a clear directive about what the struggling
people should do. He said, “Use whatever you can put your hands
on to confront this enemy.” He also said (hinting about his
absence in the upcoming war), “Every last road must be blocked.
We will deprive them of food, we will deprive them of water (1.e.
supply lines to cantonments should be blocked). Even if I am not
around to give you the orders, and if my associates are also not to
be found, I ask you to continue your movement unabated.”

Bangabandhu presented the strategy for an all-out war on that day.
He was a leader of struggles that conformed to democratic
practices. His experience with armed wars was limited to merely
reading books. But he suddenly faced a reality that there was no
alternative to an armed war if the country was to be liberated. He
therefore gave an outline of a guerrilla war in his speech. He
declared, ....“I say that my directives must be followed. ...From
today, until this land is freed, no taxes will be paid to the
government any more...” He also declared, “No money shall be
transmitted from East to West Pakistan.”... “The people of this
land are facing elimination, so be on guard.”...”] ask my people to
immediately set up committees under the leadership of the Awami
League to carry on our struggle in every neighbourhood, village,
union and subdivision of this land. You must prepare yourselves
now with whatever little you have for the struggle ahead.”

Tajuddin Ahmad continued to issue directives on behalf of
Bangabandhu in March 1971 for carrying forward the
non-cooperation movement through a specific path. He 1ssued
a total of 35 directives and this resulted in the emergence of a
parallel government. Through this, Bangabandhu and his

arty the Awami League enforced their legal and moral right
to declare independence, in the backdrop of an electoral
verdict received earlier.

26 March was not a sudden day or a sudden event. 26 March
was really the vibrant expression of the Bangalis’ carefully
nurtured aspiration for independence. There is no scope to
consider 26 March separately by treating it as something
outside the course of history, because confusions

may crop up in that case. Not only that, it would deny
the fact that the independence of Bangladesh was the
result of a sequence of political events from 1947 to
1971, where the politicians were at the forefront and
Bangabandhu had played the central role. A web of
confusion is woven and an absurd debate is created
through a vile attempt to embellish Bangladesh in the
light of the Pakistani ideology of militarism as
against that of politics. We, therefore, should look at
| 26 March — the Independence Day — in the light of
| historical progression. Only then can we move

‘. ;-_ forward towards a developed Bangladesh. O

Translation: Dr. Helal Uddin Ahmed

Ad-Graphics1\E\Advertisement/March\25-03-2017\Advertisement 14




