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Stone dust clouds the area as crushers are used to grind stones near Burimari land port in Patgram upazila of Lalmonirhat.
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Stone dust a health

risk at Burimari

400 illegal stone crushers operate near the land port

S DiLie ROY, Lalmonirhat

Due to thick cloud of stone dust from the
stone crushing machines, people of
Lalmonirhat's Burimari Land Port area are
facing serious health hazards.

Nobody can move in the area without
using mask because of the air pollution
created by the stone dust.

Visitors, local people, especially school
going children, are the worst sufferers as
both the air and sound pollution makes
their life miserable.

About four hundred stone crushing
machines are installed within the three kilo-
metres area of the land port, where at least
three schools and several offices are situated.

Owners of these stones crushing
machines are operating their machines
from morning to evening every day and
sometimes till late night.

Abdus Samad, 55, a visitor from the capi-
tal, said as he was not aware about the local
environment here he didn't bring any mask.

“I have to suffer a lot for not having a
mask as the air here is seriously polluted due
to the stone crushing,” Samad said.

Montazur Rahman, 48, a resident of
Burimari village, said they feel disturbed in their
homes and even can't sleep peacefully due to the
loud sound of the crushing machines.

Robiul Islam, 48, headmaster of
Burimari Hasor Uddin High School, said
due to the loud sound of the crushing
machines teachers and students cannot be
attentive in the classes.

“We cannot move freely because of the
stone dust,” he said adding that they have
appealed to the local administration to save
them from the pollution.

Dr Rafiqul Islam, resident medical officer
(RMO) of Patgram Upazila Health
Complex, said dust pollution can cause
various types of diseases like asthma, fever,
headache, weakness and can slowly damage
human respiratory system.

Burimari UP Chairman Abu Sayeed Newaz
Nishat said following the directives from the
Upazila Nirbahi Officer (LINO) he has already
served notices to the owners to remove their
machines from the area within two months.

Patgram UNO Qutubul Alam said in the
last one year they have conducted mobile
court drives and fined several owners, which
are not sufficient to stop the practice.

Saifuddin Ahmed, inspector of
Department of Environment (DoE) in
Rangpur, said the owners are operating the
stone crushing machines illegally as they do
not have any approval of the DoE.

Santal families hostage to
land grabbers

claimed that they are the owners of the land as they pur-

Our CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Several Santal families of Khochabari village in Thakurgaon
Sadar upazila are passing their days amid fear as local union
parishad (UP) Chairman Md Aladuddin has allegedly

threatened them to leave their ancestral land.

The panicked ethnic peo-
ple are now going to different
offices, local political leaders
and public representatives
for their safety and to save
theirland.

During a recent visit to the
village, local reporters
including this correspondent
found relatives of the UP
chairman making videos on
cellphones while the santals
were talking with the news-
mern.

chased it from her father.

“But the documents including mutation and tax pay-
ment receipt of 55-decimal of land are ours,” she said, add-
ing that the grabbers claimed the ownership of the land, but

are yet to show any papers in favour of their demand.

After the incident, they
filed a complaint with the
local police station on March
9, but the grabbers are yet to
stop their move for grabbing
the land.

Chairman Alauddin said
"Following complaint filed
by locals, I went to the dis-
puted land and asked them
to stop setting up rooms
until the matter is settled.”

On Thursday, Assistant

LAND DISPUTE

Man killed
by brother

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Faridpur

A man was killed allegedly
by his elder brother over a
land dispute at Signho
Protap village in Shaltha
upazila yesterday.

The deceased was
Mohammad Munshi, 55,
son of late Yusuf Munshi of
the village.

Locals said there was a
longstanding conflict
between Mohammad
Munshi and his elder
brother Mokter Munshi
over the land.

As a sequel to the con-
flict, Mokter and his three
sons attacked Mohammad
and stabbed him indiscrim-
inately yesterday afternoon,

Two bodies

STAR COUNTRY DESK

An unidentified woman and a trader were
found dead in Pabna and Brahmanbaria
yesterday.

A trader was found dead, hours after he
went out of his house at Baniabahu village
in Santhia upazila of the district yesterday
morning, reports our Pabna correspondent.

The deceased, Joynal Abedin, 60, son of
late Dil Mahmud of the village, went out of
his house around 10:00am.

Officer-in-Charge Nasir Uddin of Santhia
Police Station said villagers spotted the body at

recovered

afield of the village and informed the police.

The body did not bear any marks of inju-
ries, the OC added.

Away in Brahmanbaria, police recovered
the decomposed body on an unidentified
woman, aged about 26 years, from Old
Ferryghat area in Ashuganj upazila of the
district yesterday, reports our correspondent.

OC Mohammad Selim Uddin of Ashugan;j
Police Station said locals found the body float-
ing in the Meghna river yesterday noon and
informed the police. Criminals might have
killed the woman somewhere else and later
dumped the body in the river, he said.
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. ,xCommissioner (Land)
EShafiqur Rahman took
s Papers from both sides and

Jocasked them to attend his
B2 office on March 27 for plac-

He later died on the way to
a hospital.
After the incident, locals
attacked Mokter's house.
On information, police

Victim Martina Hazda, 35,
wife of Andharu Kisku of the
village, said they were setting
up rooms on 55 decimals of
their ancestral land in the

first week of the current
month.
“At that time, the chair-

Rabi Hazda and Martina Hazda, first and second from left, 178 otheressentialpapers.
with relatives in front of Thakurgaon AC (Land) office.

man along with his wife's brothers Motaleb, Basu and

Kawsar and supporters Harun and Raihan came to the spot
and said "If you do not leave the place, you will have to face

dire consequences’,” she said.

Replying to a query, Martina said in the first week of the
month, Motaleb, Basu, Kaiser, Harun and Raihan suddenly

set up rooms before completion of hearing,

Officer-in-Charge of Thakurgaon Police Station Moshiur
Rahman said after receiving complaint from the ethnic
people, they were keeping close watch on the disputed land
so that nobody can create any untoward situation.

rushed to the spot and
brought the situation
under control.

They arrested three
sons of Mokter in this
connection, said Office-
in-Charge of Shaltha
Police Station AKM
Aminul Haque.

The commissioner said he
asked both parties not to
move on the disputed land or

The coastguard seizes over 1300 kg of jatka and pangas fry from two trawlers at Harina
ghat in Chandpur yesterday.
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Drumstick tree owners
smile at bumper yield

MAMUN-UR-RASHID, Bogra

Bumper production of drumstick vegetable,
locally called shajna, delights farmers of
Adamdighi upazila, which is the biggest pro-
ducer of the nutritious vegetable in the district.

Favourable weather, fewer natural disas-
ters and moderate temperature made it
possible to produce more shajna compared
to the last few years.

Locals said people like the taste and
quality of the drumsticks and the growers
are hopeful of good days as demand is
increasing across the country.

Nutritionist Abid Hasan of the district said
drumsticks are rich in calcium, mineral salt,
iron, protein, carbohydrate and some vitamins.

Drumstick is also used as a herbal medi-
cine for treating stomach problems, high
blood pressure, blood-dysentery, heart
disease and other ailments, he added.

Locals said the tasty, nutritious drum-
sticks are sent from the district to many
places across the country, including Dhaka
and Chittagong. The price of the vegetable
in the wholesale market is Tk 2,000 to Tk

2,200 per maund.

Shahnaj Sharmin, a college teacher in the
district, said she bought a kilogram of drum-
stick from a vendor for Tk 80 on Friday.

Rafiqul Hasan Shujan of Santahar Yard
Colony area said he had already gathered 24
maunds of drumsticks from his five trees so
far, adding that a drumstick tree of medium
size can produce around eight to nine
maunds.

Shop owner Shyamol Kumar of
Kundagram area said he planted drumsticks
trees around his homestead and earned
around Tk 20,000 by selling 26 maunds.

Abdul Hai Siddiki of Shariada village said
he got around 28 maunds of drumsticks
from six trees and made a profit of Tk
30,000, adding that many people of the area
have benefitted from cultivating drumsticks.

Upazila Agriculture Officer Md
Shahaduzzaman said the soil of the upazila
is congenial for production of drumsticks.

People have started drumstick cultivation
commercially, along with mango, berry,
jackfruit, litchi and other fruits, he added.

Trees with growing drumsticks at Kashimala village in Adamdighi upazila of Bogra.

Newsman beaten
by 'hired goons'

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Alocal journalist of a national daily was assaulted allegedly
by a gang of hired criminals in front of Jamalpur Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) camp at Beltia in the town on Friday
night.

The victim, Anwarul Islam Milon of old bus stand area of
the town, is Jamalpur correspondent of the daily Manob
Zamin,

He gave Tk 11 lakh to Mohammad Ali, 40, owner of
Bharosa Brick Kiln in the town's Chhantia area, for purchas-
ing bricks in March 2016, the victim said.

The owner did not supply him the bricks or return the
money in due time, said police quoting the victim.

As Milon put pressure on him to return the money,
Mohammad Ali returned Tk 5 lakh in installments.

Later, Mohammad Ali gave Milon a cheque of Tk 3 lakh,
which was dishonoured by the Dutch Bangla Bank,
Jamalpur branch, on February 27, 2017.

Milon got a legal notice served to Mohammad Ali, who
hired a gang of criminals to beat up Milon in a bid to pre-
vent him from taking any legal steps against Mohammad
Ali, said Officer-in-Charge of Sadar Police Station Nasimul
Islam.

Subsequently, a gang of 10 to 12 people, led by
Monwarul Islam Cornel, 44, and Monu Mia, 43, of old bus
stand area, swooped on Milon and assaulted him in Beltia
area around 10:00pm, the OC said.

The victim lodged a general diary, accusing four people,
including Monwarul and Monu, with the police station.
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Storm Kkills girl

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

A schoolgirl was killed as a storm swept through Bogachatar
union in Longudu upazila of the district yesterday.

The deceased, Sufia Akther Sukhi, 13, daughter of Md
Jakir Hossain, was a Class VII student of Ugalchhari
Mohajan Para High School.

Police and locals said Sufia and her two friends were
returning home by a boat at noon when waves caused by a
heavy storm sank the boat in the Kaptai Lake.

Locals rescued them and sent them to a hospital where
Sufia died later, said Md Mominul Islam, officer-in-charge
| of Longudu Police Station.
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