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Law on land
use okayed

Clearance mandatory for building
any structure on arable land; 5-year
jail for violation of law

The cabinet yesterday approved a draft law aiming to bring
discipline in land management and prevent misuse of land

in the country.

According to the "The Urban and Regional Planning Act-
2017", one must obtain a clearance from the authority, to be
formed under this law, before one can, for instance, build a
structure on a piece of arable land.

Everyone, government, non-government, private organi-
sations and individuals, would have to obtain clearance
before going for development activities on a piece of land.

The approval of the law was made at the weekly cabinet
meeting held at the Secretariat with Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina in the chair,

Experts hailed the decision and said it would foster
economical development through proper use of land in a

coordinated manner.,

Mohammad Shafiul Alam said, “It was a long expected law.
It has been drafted for discipline in land management and
so thatland can be used in a planned way.”

He said the law proposed five years' rigorous imprison-
ment and a maximum fine of Tk 50 lakh for people who

would violate the law,

"Once the law is passed, necessary clearance will be
required for the use of all public and private land directly or
indirectly related to urban and city development ... ."

Alam said the law proposed constitution of a 27-member
advisory council, led by the minister of housing, for issuing
the clearances. The advisory council would also be able to
delegate its powers to any specific authority.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, Cabinet Secretary v ! _
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This passenger shade near the CID office in the city's Malibagh has beenina
sorry state for the last three months. A part of its roof, inset, is missing,
causing suffering to passengers during the rain and the sun when they wait
for buses there. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Bullet that hit
journo Shimul
similar to that
of mayor's gun

Finds ballistics test
OUuUR EDRRESFDHDEHT, Pabna

Journalist B
Abdul o
Hakim

Shimul
might have
been killed
by a shotgun
pellet fired
from the gun of Shahzadpur
municipality mavyor
Halimul Haque Miruy, police
said yesterday after getting
the ballistics report of the
firearm submitted to a
Sirajganj court last week.

Shimul, Shahzadpur
correspondent of the daily
Samakal, was hit by a pellet
in his head during a
factional clash of the ruling
Awami League on February
2 near the house of Miru in
Shahzadpur town. He died
of his injury the next day.
The mayor allegedly opened
fire, which led to his death,

After the clash, police
recovered a shotgun from
the mayor's house. Later, the
firearm and the pellet
recovered from the body of
the victim were sent to the
Criminal Investigation
Department for a ballistics
test.
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No evidence of Trump

wiretapping claim

Says FBI chief, confirms probe of possible
Russia links to Trump team

REUTERS, Washington

i Nunes said it was possible other

The head of the FBI yesterday said
he had seen no evidence to
support a claim by US President
Donald Trump that former
president Barack Obama had
wiretapped his 2016 election

campaign.

Before FBI Director James
Comey began his testimony to the US

House of Representatives Intelligence

means of surveillance had been
used against Trump.
The committee is investigating

accusations that Russia tried to
influence the 2016 election by
hacking Democratic operatives
and releasing embarrassing infor-
mation. The surveillance allega-

: James Comey -'

Committee, Republican chairman Devin SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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to space

Resume trial
of Ershad's

radar case

SC upholds earlier
order

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day upheld an order that
asked a lower court to

Hawking to travel | ymsuiieiszier

tion case against Jatiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad
and three others.

A three-member bench

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK
of the Appellate Division

Stephen Hawking is going to go to space. headed by Chief Justice

The cosmologist and physicist will leave the Surendra Kumar Sinha
Earth on board Richard Branson's spaceship, he dismissed a petition filed by
has said. the Anti-Corruption

Professor Hawking told Good Morning Britain Commission seeking review
that he'd never dreamed he'd be able to head into of its January 8 order.
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Myanmar working
on Rohingya issues

Visiting Suu Kyi commission
tells refugees in Cox's Bazar

MOHAMMAD ALI JINNAT, Cox's Bazar

The visiting Myanmar government delegation yesterday
assured Rohingyas staying in Bangladesh that the Myanmar
government was working to resolve the ongoing crisis
centring their displacement.

The 10-member commission, led by Commission
Secretary U Zaw Myint Pe, visited Balukhali Rohingya slum
in Ukhia and Leda slum in Teknaf, and listened to the
Rohingyas who fled to Bangladesh after being tortured by

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

tion became an issue when Trump earlier
this month accused Obama of wiretapping
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