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Three cheers for

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Mahin Ar-Rahman could be defined as
a persistent achiever. He has been a
brilliant student since his early school
life.

In continuation of his outstanding
feats, he scored 90 plus marks in 11
subjects in O-level, and six grade As,
including four A*, in A-level to
become the country's top A achiever in
2015-16.

“It was possible mostly because of
my parents,” said Mahin of Mangrove
School after receiving an award at
yesterday's O- and A-Level Awards
Presentation Ceremony.

The Daily Star awarded 1,901 top
achievers in O- and A-level exams for
the 18th year under the slogan “Salut-
ing the Nation Builders of Tomorrow”
at the capital's Shaheed Suhrawardy
National Indoor Stadium.

Mahin said he was born in a family
that offered him a congenial academic
environment. His father Mokhlesur
Rahman graduated from Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology, and his mother Nayar
Sultana Rahman from Dhaka
University.

He mentioned that his two brothers
have also been outstanding performers

the terrific trio

as students, and are now studying
engineering at a Canadian university.

Mahin said he has always got great
support and inspiration from his
teachers.

He further said he was not taken to
any coaching centre and his mother
helped him with his studies.

Mahin recalled that when his father
used to bring him home from school,
he would tell him stories explaining
why education was so great a priority.

He wishes to pursue higher studies
in mechanical or aerospace engineer-
ing abroad and then return home.

“I want to revolutionise the auto-
motive or the aerospace industry in
Bangladesh.”

He also had a piece of advice for his
juniors. “Wherever we go, it is our duty
to make sure we do our best.

Sanjana Namreen, who achieved 15
grade As with 12 A* in O-level from
Sunshine Grammar School in
Chittagong, talked about her two
brothers, who did PhDs in aerospace
engineering from Cambridge
University, and are glaring examples
for her to follow.

She has other role models -- her
motherand her school's principal.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Top achievers Sanjana Namreen, second from left, Mohammed Mohaimen, third from right, and Mahin Ar-Rahman, second from right, with author Prof
Muhammed Zafar Igbal, right, Prime Minister's International Affairs Adviser Gowher Rizvi, third from left, and The Daily Star Editor and Publisher Mahfuz
Anam, left, at The Daily Star 0- and A-level Awards Presentation Ceremony yesterday.

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

“We want you to dream big for yourselves
and for our country, because you are the
geniuses that are going to take the country to
our destination -- a middle-income country

in the next 20 years."

SELIM RF HUSSAIN

MANAGING DIRECTOR AND CEO OF BRAC BANK LTD

PROF DR YOUSUF MAHBUBUL ISLAM
VICE CHANCELLOR OF DAFFODIL INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

"A leader is someone who
leads in his own field and
can inspire others as well.”

“Despite the fact that you scored as high as
you have, unless you are able to bring
together knowledge across various subjects,

"When | look at these talented
young people, | do believe that the
future of Bangladesh is very bright.

the world's biggest problems will remain Be proud of yourselves."
intractable.”
HARISH DORAISWAMY DRJOSHUA YAP

56 on top of the world
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Of the 1,901 students, 1,488 com-
pleted their O-level while the rest their
A-level in the 2015-16 academic ses-
sion. All of them achieved at least six
grade As in O-level and three grade As
in A-level exams.

Sanjana Namreen and Mohammed
Mohaimen were awarded for securing
highest grade As in O-level while
Mahin Ar-Rahman for highest grade As
in A-level exams in the country.

The vibrant presence of the
awardees, their guardians, teachers,
friends and other family members
added colour to the event where the
outstanding achievers received medals
and certificates.

The venue in Mirpur resounded
with loud cheers whenever the names
of the awardees were announced.

BRAC Bank Ltd was the celebration
partner while Daffodil International
University was the academic partner of
the event. The University of
Nottingham, Helio Smartphone (Edi-
son Group), and Edexcel were the
associate sponsors while Channel i
was the media partner.

The Daily Star initiated this unique
annual event in 1999, which, over the
years, has turned into a source of inspi-
ration for many.

Awardees from 89 English medium
schools from across the country gath-
ered in front of the podium. Starting
with a documentary on the glorious
history of the nation, dance perfor-
mances by students of several schools
kept the audience enthralled.

The Daily Star Editor and Publisher
Mahfuz Anam welcomed the guests
and the organising partners shortly
after the programme began around
9.00am.

Speaking on the occasion, Prime
Minister's International Affairs Adviser
Gowher Rizvi said personal success
was important, but the ultimate happi-
ness and satisfaction would come
when "you are able to transcend your-
self and work for others”.

"Just because you are privileged,
you have a duty; you have a responsi-
bility to those who are less fortunate
than you. Unless you are able to help
those who have had less opportunity
than you had, your life will remain
unfulfilled,” he said.

He said colleges were not all about
getting academic credentials and pre-

paring for a profession, but to disci-
pline the mind.

"A mind which is good in thinking
and learning, assimilating informa-
tion and coming to a conclusion based
on evidence is a mind that can be
applied in every job and every place
without any difficulties."

Gowher said discipline of mind
makes one a lifelong learner, which is
critical in today's world that continu-
ously braces for new knowledge and
technology.

"What you learn today will become
obsolete tomorrow unless you become
a lifelong learner very quickly. No
matter in what profession you are, you
will find yourself obsolete and you will
notbe able to do yourjob.

“Being the best in a region or in a
country is not good enough because
tomorrow you will be competing not
only within Bangladesh but globally.”

In his electrifying speech, eminent
writer Prof Muhammed Zafar Igbal
said that to live 300 years like the tur-
tles had no meaning. Rather, the 70 to
80 years of human life can be mean-
ingful if the person can impact other
lives.

“If you want to enjoy your life, do
something for others. You have a short
life,” he said, sharing the joy he had
after donating blood to a man.

"l learned very late in life that the
body automatically reproduces the
donated amount of blood. Had 1
known it earlier, I could have helped
many more,” he said, reminding the
students that they were young and had
alot more to do for others.

"Looking at you is so much fun. I
am so happy for you. You are the best
of the best,” he said, congratulating the
awardees.

He also advised the students to love
their mother language. "Bangla is your
language. Love it," he said, adding that
there was no other language as beauti-
ful as Bangla. "If you study Bangla,
you'll learn a lot of things.”

Ejaj Ahmad, founder and president
of Bangladesh Youth Leadership
Center (BYLC), advised the students to
have humility instead of arrogance
that often comes out of knowledge.

“We should have curiosity. We all
are born with curiosity but as we go
through life we get knowledge and our
knowledge turns into arrogance,” he

said, adding that arrogant persons
always think they are right.

He said parents, friends and society
have put expectation on a student,
which “creates barrier in pursuing your
own dream...Your time is limited so
you must pursue what matters to you
most. So follow your heart and do
what matters to you most.

"If you want to do something for the
society, do it right now. Don’t wait till
you become a CEO, a member of par-
liament. If you want to transform your
society, your time is now."

Appreciating The Daily Star for its
unique initiative, Selim RF Hussain,

VICE PRESIDENT (SCHOOL AND QUALIFICATION)
PEARSON SOUTH ASIA

who led in his own field and could
inspire others as well. He advised
students to prepare themselves for
future leadership roles.

He stressed on the role of parents in
instilling human wvalues, alongside
helping children achieve academic
achievements, in their children.

Dr Joshua Yap, associate dean at
science faculty of University of
Nottingham's Malaysia campus, ques-
tioned: “What good it is if you're best
of the world but disconnected from
your family? What good it is if you are
best of the world but you're irrelevant
to the society that has brought you to

"If you want to do something for
the society, do it right now.
Don't wait till you become a CEQ,
a member of parliament. If you
want to transform your society,
your time is now."

EJAJ AHMAD
FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT OF
BANGLADESH YOUTH LEADERSHIP CENTER

managing director and CEO of Brac
Bank, said: "Today we stand here not to
try to inspire you, but really to be
inspired by you.”

Citing some powerful words on
dream by former Indian president AP]
Abdul Kalam, he said: “We want you to
dream big for yourselves and for our
country, because you are the geniuses
that are going to take the country to
our destination -- a middle-income
country in the next 20 years."

He called upon the students to
make the best use of their opportuni-
ties they have now.

Prof Yousuf Mahbubul Islam, vice
chancellor of Daffodil International
University, said a leader was someone

"Please remember however
great your personal achieve-
ment is, you will never get due
respect unless your nation is
respected.”

MAHFUZ ANAM
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER OF THE DAILY STAR

where you are and what good it is if
you are best of the world but you are
not part of this country?”

“When [ look at these talented
young people, 1 do believe that the
future of Bangladesh is very bright. Be
proud of yourselves, " he said.

Maksudur Rahman, senior director
of Edison Group, said he was
extremely happy to see such a huge
number of students getting awards for
their academic excellence.

“Bangladesh needs you. You will
take the country forward. We will be
looking forward to that,” he added.

Harish Doraiswamy, vice president
(school and qualification) of Pearson
South Asia, focused on learning skills

ASSOCIATE DEAN, FACULTY OF SCIENCE
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM({ MALAYSIA CAMPUS)

to tackle real life challenges.

“Despite the fact that you scored as
high as you have, unless you are able to
bring together knowledge across vari-
ous subjects, the world's biggest prob-
lems will remain intractable,” he said.

Students should not crave for suc-
cess only, he noted.

“If you are only succeeding what it
means is that you have not really faced
challenges that are daunting enough.

“Success after success without fail-
ure literally means that you are setting
your par far lower than where you
should be,” he added.

Congratulating the outstanding
achievers, Mahfuz Anam asked them
to continue to pursue the urge for
sreater knowledge in future.

“You must become the best in your

respective fields,” he said.
Urging them to return home after

finishing higher studies abroad, he
said, “The future of Bangladesh is in
your hands.

"Please remember however great
your personal achievement is, you will
never get due respect unless your
nation is respected.”

He also advised the students to
dream bigger.

Saluting the parents, especially the
mothers for their countless efforts, he
said schools were important, but the
mostimportant school was home.

“It is at home that we teach our
children to love humanity, to be toler-
ant, to lead a life of values. So, dear
parents don't just leave it to the schools
to teach your children. There is no
better place to teach wvalues than
home.”

He also underscored the need for
practising religious tolerance.

The parents attending the ceremony
were as jubilant as their children.

Sharmin Jahan, mother of
Tarunima Tapashi, who secured six
grade As in the A-Level exam from SFX
Greenherald International School,
said The Daily Star’'s awards ceremony
had been a huge inspiration to her and
her daughter, who also got the award
in O-Level.

“The speeches made here are so
enthralling. These inspire our kids to
learn wvalues, dedicate themselves to
education and serve people. Thus they
can excel more and contribute to the
nation-building,” she said.

“Bangladesh needs you.
You will take the country

forward. We will be looking

forward to that.”

MAKSUDUR RAHMAN

SENIOR DIRECTOR OF EDISON GROUP/HELIO SMARTPHONE

396 more
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Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam, MP,
inaugurated the power supply schemes
at Vaya Luxmipur area as the chief guest.

Addressing a public meeting on the
occasion, Shahriar Alam said power
supply is indispensable and there is no
alternative of it for elevating the living
and livelihood condition of the people
in general besides upholding the coun-
try's development and production.

For this reason, the government
attached highest priority to the sector
and is implementing big projects.

By this year end, all the households
in Bagha and Charghat upazilas will get
power supply. The educational institu-
tions having no power supply will also
get electricity connection. Besides,
there will no more non-concrete road
in the two upazilas.

Shahriar Alam said the previous
massive power debacle and load-
shedding was reduced to a greater
extent. People of the country don't
experience erratic power supply now.

The government has been imple-
menting, short, medium and long- term
planning which has helped the power
sector attain unprecedented success.

He said the government has
increased power generation to 15,000
megawatts from 3,000 megawatts.

REB General Manager Nitai Kumar
Sarker, Deputy General Manager Abdul
Kader, Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Ashraful Islam and Pourasava Mayor
Muktar Ali also spoke on the occasion.

Al leader
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escape, he said. The gir] had failed in
one or two subjects but passed class [X
upon request from Masud, he added.
Students and locals formed a human
chain in front of the school around
11:00am vyesterday. They claimed
Masud's men tried to stop the protest.
The principal and local AL leaders
demanded punishment through a fair
investigation.

China, Russia
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Following a closed-door council meet-
ing in November and as Western
nations became increasingly concerned
about how Aung San Suu Kyi's govern-
ment was dealing with violence in the
divided northwest, Suu Kyi told diplo-
mats in the capital, Naypyitaw, that her
country was being treated unfairly.



