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Recently; the news of a Dhaka University (DU)

teacher's suspension — following claims from

some of his Masters students that he showed
“obscene materials” in his Gender and Development
class — made the rounds on social media. The DU
authorities temporarily suspended Development
Studies Professor Dr Md Reazul Haque over the
allegation. The slides that stirred this debate depict

Dr Haque shares his confusion regarding his
students' reactions. “Many women are physically and
sexually harassed at home - sure, we all know that. But
when I show pictures that show bruises on the exposed
parts of the female body — that suddenly becomes
obscenity?” questions Dr Haque. “If I talk about rape
culture or body politics of the Hijra community in
modern Asia in my classroom, how can it be considered
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subjective and relative one. I would rather ask whether
the content shown in Dr Reaz's classes was relevant or
not, and honestly, I think it was.”

Sumon believes that such censorship will also make it
difficult for academics in the fields of sociology;,
anthropology, gender and development to design a
relevant curriculum. He states, “Dr Haque's incident also
instils fear in other professors teaching similar kinds of

Editor and Publisher illustrations and pictures which critique gender- material. In fact, such censorship questions the validity
(The Daily Star) insensitive behaviour and public policies. of having these sorts of disciplines in our academia.”
Mahfuz Anam This incident naturally raised important questions: Sumon believes that through the introduction of
Editor (Star Weekend) What exactly was the objectionable content of the w H 0 D E F I N E s subjects like Gender Studies in the curriculum, we have
Sushmita S Preetha course? How do we even define obscenity in study finally accepted 'sexuality’ as something that can be
Staff Writers materials, particularly in disciplines like Gender and talked about publicly in the classroom. “It's imperative
Md Shahnawaz Khan Development Studies? for us to be able to hold on to that,” he says. “Subjects
Chandan The allegation that the materials taught in Dr 0 B s c E N I TY? like these help us to constantly think about positive
Fayeka Zabeen Siddiqua Haque's class were “obscene” reveals a deep-rooted transformation for the future while making us question
Naziba Basher ElI'DiiEty and discomfort to discuss issues related to & the ElgE"Dld beliefs, customs and traditions in
Apurba Jahangir gender and sexuality. Sexuality, since long, has been perpetuating gender discrimination. This kind ot
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deemed as something to be discussed in hushed voices,
behind closed doors — something too inappropriate, to
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discipline is a must for the younger generation to
recognise the manifestations of gender inequality. It is
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Production Bangladesh was ranked first in the world in_wife « Ministries do not have any specific action plan to implement and
Shamim Chowdhury beating. The UNFPA that published its report monitor the proposed polices as far as gender aspects are

depicting a horrific picture of Bangladesh had also
cammied out a sensitive issue, depicting for first

concerned
* [n Education Policy — the curriculum is not gender sensitive and

Published by the Editor from time “: 47 percent of adult women in ——— often reflects traditional roles of men and women. Teachers
L1 i 3 i "
Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon LA - . : MMMI—MHIH“#{M}MM mﬂm n.l'l"l:!.h:hndnnnthh into account women's multiple
Industrial Area, Dhaka on PHOTO: MD MOAZZEM MOSTAKIM “Let me, O let me bathe my soul in colours; Wmm 53
. ' - - percent urban IMM m

behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 let me swallow the sunset and drink the rainbow.” ical A o sl ar HEAR Mot WG
Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1000. , — : : study in 2005 it shows that 57.5 percent women in

| y Kahlil Gibran, author e B e Rl

tiny percentage of women sought help and
reasons for not seeking help incduded not only
cultural tolerance of the violence but also the fear
of consequences such as further violence, loosing
their children or simply the belief that it would not

help.
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Do You After the Accident

. The article titled “After the Accident” published last week (March 10, 2017)
RE’,‘CO gI‘l_ISE the was quite an informative and insightful piece that focused on how we should
Pa triarch 3 deal with deadly road accidents. With the story of Oshim, as the article read,
Y : there comes a beam of hope as some organisations, all by themselves, have
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Slides taken from Dr Reazul Haque’s presentation.

time to place gender at the centre of our education

be discussed openly in a class. Even if it's in a room full The alleg ation that the

s bt iy bl nsotient sl st enrrent il B el s of adults who should be able to confront these issues in agenda.”

et 4 ays . : 2 ! . 7 rr i ’”
I was grieving when I st e tak:fn S — there%a [slavin Fiss, Thitiibeof a critical and constructive manner. materials taught n Dr Haque S Labelling course content as “obscene” and “vulgar
was reading the article 3 <L 3 y ftalit bli hyd b }:NH L lif ; k%n ; " Bk EaE “Teaching gender and development studies will i i will hinder the creation of an inclusive environment in
titled 'Do you Tora dccen M S Py ]JS a3 io i Teally ShOC g [hls DU 1 LEHER R inevitably require the instructors to bring up 'sensitive' class were “obscene” reveals a the classrooms and discourage free thinking, believes
recognise the government took the initiative to patronise these NGOs working for road-crash topics, ranging from sexual orientation to transgender Dr Halim. “After Dr Haque's incident, other faculty

victims. A hotline especially dedicated to these victims, as most of the deep -rooted a]']}(lf.:,‘ty and

patriarchy' in the Star movements, from the history of sexual norms to queer teaching similar subjects will be in a persistent fear of

The Plight of the Indigenous People

article. It is the story of
all the women of the
world who have to

the audiovisuals and overall course material. In fact,
throughout his career, while teaching subjects like gender
and development, social inclusion or feminist research

obscene as well?”
If we consider these issues “obscene”, public
discussions on issues like sexuality, rape, and

% Weekend's issue of FlekafPE'.d countries already have, can be one of the solutions to this ever theory and gender identity and gender bias:a:s,” says Dr diSCOm_fOI't to discuss issues being watched and judged for what they teach in the
March 03, 2017. mtEf_’SlfW{'S LR, Sadeka Halim, Professor, Department of Sociology, ; classrooms,” she adds.

& However, after Samiul Ragjul Dhaka University, and former information commissioner. related to gender and Sexuahl'y. Unfortunately, starting from a young age in school

£ reading this article, I North South University, Dhaka “The more I teach gender studies in classrooms, the more we are taught to shy away from topics that society

T felt like it is the ' | realise that there is still a tremendous amount of taboo considers to be “sensitive” and “controversial” no

O reflection of my life, it around sexuaﬁf:y and the fema%e body.” vulgar? If my fellow professor from Population Science matter how important they may be. Thus, our natural

g is my own story that What surprised Dr Haque is that that none of the 15 chooses his PhD thesis on 'Homosexuality, HIV and reaction is to be “offended” when we are confronted

% has been told in this students raised any objections during the classes about  Stigma’, would we consider that to be inappropriate and ~ with such issues. It is common for teachers to approach

sexuality and reproductive health from a superficial
standpoint, without recognising the importance of
conducting discussions with students in a professional

During my time at university, one of my friends, from an constantly fight with methudulcrgie:s, he was TE‘]}ﬁIEd “—:’ bring up issues thf’ltWE reproductive health will continue to be vague and and Eduﬁ_ﬂﬁm’fﬂl manner. Il‘}CidEHfS like the suspension
indigenous community, and I used to share a dorm room. He the patriarchal system, gf:rtera]ly dﬂ'n ttalk aboutin pub]{c. In 2015, he publisl}ed deceptive. And what constitutes obscene, anyway, and of the university teacher will *tl}ereby surely further
was very well-mannered and I spent a lot of time with him, till the very end of his bDﬂI_(,. Voices from the Edge: Justice, Agency and the Plight according to whom? As Mahmudul H Sumon, Associate =~ weaken the confidence of facilitators to talk about these
always curious to learn about his culture. He told me many their lives. On the of Floating Sex Workers in Dhaka, Bangladesh, which was  Professor, Department of Anthropology, Jahangirnagar issues that are crucial to understanding society, people
stories about their tough life in the hill tracts. He used to sing other hand, I also y 3 v 4 applauded by gender expertsin the country. University, argues, “The question of obscenity is a and our identities. |

indigenous songs in which I could only recognise the word enjoyed the article [z 15> A . P4
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construction of the Kaptai h}de'D-Elf‘.'EtI'iC fﬁCﬂit}T that Eﬂglﬂfﬂ‘d a article, the writer has

large part of the district. Seeing the snapshot of Rangamati effectively questioned

Kaptai Lake by Pahn Chakma, published in Star Weekend the patriarchal

Magazine on 10th March 2017, I was reminded of my friend construct of our % o ; : o Ml Tt P

and the songs he used to sing in honour of their glorious past. society with a very R A - _ )V SN =
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indigenous people are not. However, I would like to thank tone.

Pahn Chakma for this outstanding photo which took me back Nasrin Akhter ]

to the older days when I used to listen to the untold stories of Ahmednagar B i - X' M

the indigenous people and dreamed of rescuing them from Dhaka P EPfECt c Ombl natl on: r e m e & ux. m u
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