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ILLEGAL STONE EXTRACTION

2 workers killed
in landslide

DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

Two workers were killed and as many injured in a landslide
while extracting stone illegally from Nayabasti area in the
district's Gowainghat upazila early yesterday.

The dead, Akram Hossain, 35, and Lichu Miah, 25, are
from Tukerbazar area of Sylhet.

Delwar Hossain, officer-in-charge of Gowainghat Police
Station, said four workers went to the area in Jaflong around
6:00am to extract stone from a trench. Suddenly, a landslide
hit the pit, leaving the two dead on the spot.

The two injured were admitted to Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College Hospital. The two bodies were sent to the
medical college for autopsy, the OC added.

Salah Uddin, upazila nirbahi officer of Gowainghat, said
the landslide area had been abandoned for years as there
was hardly any stone. The four were working in the trench
near the dyke of a small river when the landslide struck.

Some 20 workers have been killed so far this year in
landslides at different illegal quarries in Gowainghat,
Companiganj and Kanaighat upazilas, according to the
district administration.

A taskforce was formed several years ago with representa-
tives from Gowainghat upazila administration, police and
Border Guard Bangladesh to stop the illegal stone extrac-
tion in the upazila.

Faruk Mahmud Chowdhury, president of Shushashoner
Janney Nagorik's (Sujan) Sylhet chapter, said the taskforce
could not take effective measures to stop the illegal activity.

He said the taskforce should have members from non-
government organisations to ensure its transparency. He
urged local Awami League lawmaker Imran Ahmed (Sylhet-
4) to clarify his stance on illegal extraction of stone.

UNO Salah Uddin, however, claimed that the taskforce
took an active role in stopping illegal stone extraction in the
upazila. Yesterday's landslide scene was not under surveil-
lance as it was not listed as a stone extraction site, he added.
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The bodies of the two workers who died in a landslide during illegal stone
extraction in Nayabasti area of Sylhet's Goainghat upazila early yesterday.
Inset, during a mobile court operation hours later, the upazila nirbahi officer is
pouring petrol to burn down a machine used for illegal stone extraction.

TRUMP WIRETAP CLAIM
US Senate Intel
committee sees
no evidence

CNN, Washington

The speaker of the House,
the Senate Intelligence
Committee chairman and
the ranking Democrat on
the committee yesterday
said that they've seen no
evidence of President
Donald Trump's accusation
that he was wiretapped last
year by his predecessor.
Senate Intelligence
Committee chair Richard
Burr and ranking member
Mark Warner issued a state-
ment, saying "based on the
information available to us,
we see no indications that
Trump Tower was the sub-
ject of surveillance by any
element of the United States
government either before or
after Election Day 2016."
The statement from the
leaders of the Senate
Intelligence Committee
marks the clearest and
strongest refutation of
Trump's allegations since
the President first made
them two weeks ago. The
senators’ statement also
addresses Trump's more
recent statement that he was
not merely speaking about
wiretapping specifically.
The leaders of the House
SEE PAGE 13 COL 5
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VIOLENCE AGAINST GIRLS IN 2016

All forms of crime up

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Child marriages, rapes and rape attempts, as reported in the media, saw
a sharp rise last year compared to that of 2015, says a new survey

conducted by the Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF).
Almost all the victims were girls.

At least 22 children died and 69 were seriously injured out of the 304
rapes of children in 2016. Only six of the victims were boys, 259 were
girls and the sex of the rest was not mentioned in the media reports.

There were 290 rapes of children the previous year.

Besides, the newspapers reported 83 cases of child marriages last

year, which was only 11 in 2015.

Of the victims of 2016, four girls died -- one committed suicide failing
SEE PAGE 13 COL 1
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A red crab at Lal Kakrar Dwip (Red Crab Island).
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Red crabs fast
disappearing

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, back from Kuakata

Apart from the beautiful sandy beach that makes
Kuakata one of the top tourist destinations, it has
many other things to offer.

Nearly 8km east of Kuakata Zero Point in
Patuakhali's Kalapara upazila, there lies an attrac-
tive island -- Lal Kakrar Dwip (Red Crab Island),
locally known as Kauar Char.

The serene beach remains
covered with hundreds of
tiny red crabs -- some
moving around while
some digging nests.
They can also be spot-
ted near the estuary of “
the Andharmanik river,
some 5km west of the
zero point.

However, their number
has drastically reduced over the last
few years.

Tourists visit the place mostly on motorbikes.
However, the crabs quickly disappear into the sand
whenever they hear any sound.

“Thousands of red crabs used to move around
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Relief as Dutch snub
far-right in election

Europe's populists fail first test ahead of crucial
polls in Germany, France

AFP, The Hague After the Brexit vote and Donald
Trump's victory in the US,
Wednesday's election was seen as a
gauge of the rise of populism in
Europe.

It was "a victory for common
sense and a great start for Europe’s
election season,” said Holger
Schmieding, chief economist with

European leaders heaved a sigh of
relief yesterday after the Dutch
voted Prime Minister Mark Rutte's
Liberal party back into power ahead
of the far-right, with all eyes turning
to polls later this year in France and
Germany.

Geert Wilders
"The Dutch election carries the hope of Berenbergbank.

The fact that most Dutch voters had
"rebuked the siren songs of the populists may
help alittle" before a French presidential vote

SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

success, not just in keeping Europe together
but in... bringing together once again all of
our citizens," said German Foreign Minister
Sigmar Gabriel.
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Bangiadash Edible Oil Limitad

The first perfectly balanced
Vita_min-A :
fortified sunflower oil
in Bangladesh

King’s Fortified Sunflower Qil has been
fortified with the right amount of
“Vitamin-A” by the manufacturer as per
government endorsed guidelines.

Buy genuine sunflower oil with the
government approved BDS 1773 sign
printed on the bottle label.

Tamanna Chowdhury
Principal Dietician, Apollo Hospitals, Dhaka
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