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Save Lula river from
land grabbers

Speakers tell Bianibazar human chain

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

They also noted that the course of Lula

Speakers at a human chain in Bianibazar
upazila of Sylhet yesterday demanded an
end to the filling up of the Lula river, and

dredging of the river.

Environment activists and villagers
joined the human chain that was organised

in Panchakanda jointly by

Paribesh Andalon (Bapa) Sylhet chapter,

Surma River Waterkeeper and

Bangladesh to observe the International

Day of Action for Rivers.

The speakers said Lula river is drying up
due to siltation and sand filling by land
grabbers. Because of this, farmers and fisher-
men are suffering a lot as agriculture and
fishing activities are being hampered.

They demanded immediate dredging to

restore water flow in the river,

river is being diverted slowly because of the
obstacle created by sand filling.

The programme was conducted by Dr
Tayef Ahmed and presided over by
Bianibazar upazila Vice Chairman Shabbir
Ahmed.

Among others, Bapa Sylhet unit Secretary
Abdul Karim Kim and President of
Bianibazar upazila unit of Sushashoner
Jonno Nagorik Aman Uddin delivered
speeches at the programme,

Kim expressed their grave concern while
visiting the area and urged the government
to conduct sustainable drives to ensure
permanent end to the illegal grabbing and
reduce the extent of pollution. He cautioned
that land grabbing will ultimately threaten
the very existence of the Lula river.

Bangladesh

Waterkeeper

Teachers get
autobiography
of Bangabandhu

Some 400 teachers of dif-
ferent educational institu-
tions in Dhaka's Dohar
received the book “The
Unfinished
Autobiography” of Father
of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

The books were formally
distributed among the
teachers at a simple cere-

mony on Dohar Joypara

High School premises on

Sunday,
Form

says a press release,
er Education

Secretary NI Khan attended
the function as the chief
guest and Col (retd) Sazzad

Zahir as

special guest.

Sheikh Emdad, president of
Japan chapter of
Bangabandhu Parishad and
Japan-Bangladesh Cultural
Foundation, was also pres-

ent.

The main purpose of
the distribution of the

autobio

graphy book is to

spread the ideology of
Bangabandhu among the
students through the
teachers.

Three men to die

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A Kushtia court yesterday sentenced three people to death
for killing a freedom fighter over land dispute at Goalgram
village in Daulatpur upazila of the districtin 2012,

Additional District and Sessions Judge Reza Mohammad
Alamgir Hossain passed the order in presence of the convicts.

The convicts are Abdul Hamid Maltha, 30, Salam Sheikh,
32, and Jamil Mandal, 30. Public Prosecutor advocate Anup
Kumar Nandi said the convicts killed freedom fighter Khabir
Uddin on the night of February 7 in 2012 when he was visiting
his cropfield.

Khabir's wife Urzina Begum filed a case against the three
with Daulatpur Police Station on February 8 in 2012. Police
arrested them the same day:.
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A fisherman puts
fish on a platform for
drying them in the
sun at Kattoli Bazar
Shutki Mahal in
Rangamati. The
photo was taken on
Monday.

PHOTO: STAR

Chemical-free shutki in Rangamati

ANVIL CHAKMA, Rangamati

At one time shutki (dried fish) was synonymous
with Cox's Bazar, but now neighbouring
Rangamati dictrict has become famous for its
chemical-free, fresh shutki.

“We don't use any chemical when processing
the fish. We use only a little bit of salt when
drying fish in the sun,” said Md Yakub Ali, 43, of
Kattoli area in Longudu upazila of the district.

During a recent visit, this correspondent saw
different kinds of fish being processed in Kattoli,
Maini, Dhaka Tila, Vachonne Adam and Bondhuk
Bhanga areas. The fish included chapila, shoal,

gojal and shrimp. Around 300 fishermen and
labourers are working in different areas of the
upazila.

Wholesale price of chapilais Tk 500 per kg, Tk
600 per kg of shrimp and Tk 700 per kg of gojal.

Manager of Bangladesh Fisheries Development
Corporation (BFDC) Rangamati Commander Md
Assaduzzaman said more than 20 tonnes of dried
fish are sent to Dhaka and abroad from Rangamati,
the market price of which is about Tk 8.4 lakh.

Md Sharif, 55, a trader from Chittagong, said
he buys shutki from here and supplies to differ-
entareas in the country.

Lalu Ahmed Sarker said he sends the dried

fish at Dhaka's Karwan Bazar, Jamalpur, Saidpur,
Sirajganj and Sylhet. The fish are also exported
to Dubai, Saudi Arabia and China.

Meherzan, 35, a worker at Kattoli Chutki
Mahal, said both male and female workers do
the same work but a woman gets only Tk 170 per
day while a man gets Tk 200 to Tk 220.

“I come here to work every Friday and get Tk
150 per day,” said Md Anwar Hossain, a Class VI
student of Gonomowr Sena Moitree High
School.

Vachonne Adam Union Parishad Chairman
Md Hazrat Ali said about 250 families in the
upazila are involved in the profession.

Teachers of different edu-
cational institutions
receive the book “The
Unfinished Autobiography”
at a ceremony on Dohar
Joypara High School pre-
mises in Dhaka on Sunday.
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Sheikh Hasina Bridge
likely to open in June

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

The construction of Sheikh Hasina Bridge over the Madhumati
river in Magura is expected to be completed in June.

Lakhs of people will be benefited for the bridge in
Mohammadpur upazila, reducing around 40-kilometre
distance with capital Dhaka, said engineer Md Rabiul Islam,
adding that it would also ease communications between
Dhaka and Jhenidah, Faridpur, Magura, Gopalganj,
Madaripur, Barisal and partly Jessore.

Upazila Local Government Engineering Department
(LGED) Rabiul said the workers are working hard in two
units targeting to complete the construction of 600.70
metre long and 9.80 metre wide bridge by June.

Elderly farmer Tota Mia of Jangalia village in the upazila
said they would enjoy the facilities most once the bridge is
opened to traffic. He said the bridge would remove difficul-
ties he now faces in carrying crops from his lands on the
other side of the river.

Maoslem Mollah, 72, of the same village said they would
be able to go to other side of the river for work. Besides, the
bridge would ease communications with Dhaka as well as
other districts in the region.

Trader Pannu Shikdar of Mohammadpur upazila town
said the bridge would help expand trade and commerce in
the southern districts with Dhaka.

Construction firm Max-Ranken started the work on April
10 in 2015 to complete in18 months. LGED Executive
Engineer Mirza Md Iftekhar Ali said 75 per cent of the work
have already been completed. He hoped that it would be
completed by June.

Elderly man dies
in land feud

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

An elderly man was killed and three others were injured in a
clash over a piece of disputed land in Joypurhat Sadar.

Joynal Abedin, 65, of Faridpur village succumbed to his
injuries at Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Medical College Hospital
(SZRMCH) in Bogra yesterday:.

The injured are Harun Ur Rashid and Tarun Hossain,
sons of late Abdur Rouf, and Sirajul Islam, son of late
Chhalamat Ali of the village.

Police said Joynal Abedin went to a disputed land in
Faridpur village to plant a tree, but his opponent Motiur
Rahman along with neighbour Anisur Rahman tried to
prevent him, triggering a clash on Tuesday.

Four people were injured during the incident.

Of them, Joynal was rushed to Joypurhat General
Hospital and then shifted to SZRMCH as his condition
worsened. He succumbed to his injuries at the hospital the
following day.

Four people were arrested in this connection, said Farid
Hossain, officer-in-charge of Joypurhat Sadar Police
Station.

The arrestees are Akrot and Bokul, sons of Abdul Hakim,
Shahidul Islam, son of Abdul Motin and Shahjahan Ali, son
of Mahfuzur Rahman.
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