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Schoolgirl
raped: 4 held

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Police arrested four teenagers
on charge of spreading the
video footage of raping a
schoolgirl at Monoharpur
village in Monirampur
upazila of Jessore on Monday.

The arrestees are Sajib
Mondal, 16, son of Joy
Hari Mondal, Simul Sarker,
17, son of Arbindu Sarker,
Jogonnath Sarker, 16, son
of Anukul Sarker, and
Tanmoy Biswas, 17, son of
Swapon Biswas of the
village.

The alleged rapist, Amit
Mollik, son of Asim Mollik,
went into hiding.

According to the case filed
by the victim's mother with
Monirampur Police Station,
Amit raped the Class X gitl at
his residence when she went
to watch television there in
the afternoon.

Jute mill
gutted

OUR CORRESPOND ENT,
Lalmonirhat
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Kalo boro crop fills a previously abandoned char in Sariakandi upazila of Bogra. The picture was taken at Hasnapara
char in the Jamuna river.

Kalo boro brings smile

PHOTO: STAR

Cattle rearing changes
Rajo Bala's lot

S DiLie ROY, Lalmonirhat

A housewife in Sadar upazila has achieved
immense success in cattle rearing, which she
started with one cow given by her father 30
years ago.

Rajo Bala Rani, 49, of Majhapara village,
has 38 cattle now, of which she rears 12 and
leases 26 to villagers. She earned around Tk 8
lakh from selling 62 cattle in the last 25 years.

Rajo, wife of Amol Chandra Barmon of the
village, said she got a cow from her late father
Andharu Chandra Barmon six months after
her marriage 30 years ago. "The cow gave me
six calves,” she said, adding that she became
owner of 10 cattle in the first five years.
“Around 30 villagers took my cows on lease,
and I got profit from them, " she added.

“My husband never takes the money I get
from selling the cattle as I spend it for our
children's education,” she said, adding that
she will sell five to six cattle in six months.

Her elder daughter Probhati Rani was
married after passing HSC eight years ago.
Her other daughter Smrity Rani is student of

honours third year and son Pankaj Roy is
HSC examinee from Lalmonirhat
Government College.

“We never face financial problems in our
education as our mother fulfils our needs,”
said Pankaj, adding that they sometimes
help their mother in caring for the cattle.

Amol, 60, a farmer, said, “My wife
received a cow from her father, and it has
really brought blessing for our family,” he
said, adding that he sometimes borrows
money from his wife if needed.

Tano Bala Rani, 48, a local woman, said
she took two cows on lease from Rajo 15
years ago and gave her four cows four years
later. "l have become owner of eight cattle
from rearing the leased cows,” she added.

Poyatu Chandra Barmon, 42, a villager,
said he has been rearing a cow he leased
from Rajo for the last two years. "I will give
her two cows this year,” he added.

Farmer Haradhon Chandra Barmon, 65,
said Rajo has set an example of how to
change one's life by cattle rearing, adding
that she is known asan ideal cattle farmer.
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to landless in Bogra

Officer Farid Ahmed said the landless
char people have started cultivating
this local variety of paddy on the chars
that had been abandoned for long.

A devastating fire gutted a
huge quantity of raw jute at
the warehouse of Azad Jute
Mills in Mahendranagar
area in Sadar upazila on

floodwater and emergence of the chars.
He said he cultivated the paddy on about
five bighas of land, adding that the hay
meets the demand for cattle feed.

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Cultivation of local variety of black
boro locally known as kalo boro on

Monday. the ﬁ_hﬂnd'f’“ﬁfl char (landmass The seedlings, 25 to 30 days old, Prodip Kumar of Bagber char said
Matiar Rahman, acting in- emerging from riverbed) AECas of the yere planted in mid-December and they overcame the scarcity of food
charge at Lalmonirhat Fire Jamuna and the Bangalee rivers here  haryesting will end by mid-April, after starting cultivation of kalo boro.

has brought smiles to the poor and
landless farmers.

The landless farmers cultivate the
paddy on the land after recession of
floodwater and emergence of char in
in Sariakandi of the district.

The farmers prefer the kalo boro

Service Station, said the fire
broke out around 7:00pm
and engulfed around 1500
maunds of raw jute.

The fire might have
originated from an electri-
cal fault in the main line,

Farid said, adding that the wvariety
needs less irrigation and fertiliser and
no pesticide.

He said the target was to cultivate
paddy on 14,000 hectares of land in the
upazila, but 14, 430 hectares were culti-
vated, of which 1,250 hectares of char

Sariakandi Upazila Agriculture
Officer (UAO) Md Shahiduzzaman
said the abandoned chars are being
used by the farmers to meet the
increased demand for food.

Hay is being sold at high price and
can be a good source of earning for

Successful cattle farmer Rajo Bala Rani feeding cattle at her home in Majhapara village

under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. PHOTO: STAR

Matiar said. paddy cultivation as its production land were used forkalo boro paddy. the farmers, the UAO said, adding

According to the mill cost is less and only a little labour is Afaz Uddin of Hasnapara char of the that the department encourages . .
authorities, the fire gutted raw | required. Jamuna river said villagers started culti- farmers to cultivate more kalo boro in P atu a kh al 1 I'O a d l n
jute worth around Tk 15 lakh. Deputy Assistant Agriculture wvating kalo boro after recession of thecharareas.
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FROM PAGE 2
huge losses for the sector,
Fahmida Khatun, an econo-
mist, said recently.
Irregularities have hit a
number of private and state
banks in recent years. Even
serious governance issue has
been reported in some new
private banks.

The finance minister
promised to set up the com-
mission in the past.

“There is an urgent need
for setting up a banking
commission to scrutinise
the overall situation of the

bad shape

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The 8-km-long road in Kalapara upazila is
in a bad shape, causing immense sufferings
to thousands of people.

No steps were taken to repair the road
since its construction in 2007-2008 fiscal
year, said locals.

Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) built the road from
Londabazarto Nomorhat in Dhankhaliunion
to ease communication with the upazila head-
quarters and the district town, said Halim
Payda, aresident of Hafejpayda village.

No vehicles ply the road that has become
unfit for use due to removal of its seal coat

(top portion of the road), he said.

Huge potholes have developed on the
whole road and the situation worsens in
monsoon, when the potholes are filled with
rainwater, said Md Zafor, driver of nosimon
(three-wheeler).

Former union parisahd (UP) member Md
Harun Madbar said school going children are
the worst sufferers due to the situation.

Farmer Md Hanif said, “We cannot carry
our products to bazars for sale as the road
has become unfit foruse.”

Despite repeated pleas, the authorities
are yet to take any steps to repair the road,
said UP Chairman Abdul Latif Gazi.

banking sector and solicit
concrete recommendations ﬁﬁ‘ﬁlﬂw W, OISl
for a dynamic sector,” said .
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