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Woman kills
daughter,
attempts
suicide

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
famalpur

A woman tried to kill her-
self after allegedly killing
her four-year-old daughter
in Islampur upazila of the
district yesterday.

The deceased is Amena,
daughter of Aminur Islam
and Khukumoni of
Dakpara village.

Family members rescued
Khukumoni, 30, after foil-
ing her suicide bid, and
admitted her to Jamalpur
General Hospital.

Police said Khukumoni
along with her two children
had been living with her in-
laws as her husband stays in
Dhaka for job purpose.

The woman allegedly
strangled her daughter
Amena after pouring poison
in her mouth and later con-
sumed it herself, said
Dween-e-Alam, OC of
Islampur Police Station.

Eviction drive
in B'baria

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

A mobile court removed
some illegal establishments
in Sadar upazila of the
district yesterday.

Additional District
Magistrate of
Brahmanbaria Dr
Muhammad Shahanoor
Alam led the mobile court
in the drive at Bhadhughar
area in Brahmanbaria
municipality.

Shahanoor said some
business establishments
were illegally set up near
Comilla-Sylhet highway on
the south side of Anderson
Bridge over Kurulia canal,
adding that the land
belongs to the Roads and
Highways Department.

An illegal CNG auto-
rickshaw stand on the old
bridge over the canal will
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se from left, a wheat field lies ravaged at Yakubpur village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila, a vas

Patuakhali's Galachipa upazila, and matured potatoes rot at a field in Chandpur's Kachua upazila.
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Spring rain wreaks havoc on crops
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t watermelon field gets flooded at Charkhali village in
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Incessant downpour damages wheat and litchi in Thakurgaon and Panchagarh, watermelon and mug
bean in Patuakhali and Barguna, and potato in Chandpur

STAR COUNTRY DESK

The untimely rain during the last couple
of days caused extensive damage to
wheat, potato, watermelon, litchi, mug
bean and other crops in several districts.

Wheat and litchi farmers of
Thakurgaon and Panchagarh districts
are worried about the yield this season
due to the sudden spring rain coupled
with heavy wind, reports our
Thakurgaon correspondent.

Farmers said the wheat grains that
have already become matured will turn
blackish due to the rain.

Such grains cannot be preserved as
seeds, agriculturists said, adding that the
rain also raised the possibility of attack
ofblack point disease.

Around 76 percent of wheat seeds
used in the two districts come from
farmers' preservation, said sources

Extension (DAE).

"I cultivated wheat on fifty decimals
of land. The crop would be ready for
harvest in a week. At this stage the rain
harmed the crop's produces and we
cannot preserve it as seed for next sea-
son," said Hekmat Ali, 50, of Farabari
village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila.

Around 10 percent of wheat plants
have fallen down due to rain with heavy
wind, said Maududul Islam, deputy
director of DAE in Thakurgaon.

Panchagarh sees a similar situation,
said farmers and agricultural officials.

Thakurgaon DAE officials said
farmers in the district have cultivated
wheat on 67,820 hectares of land
against the target of 68,247 hectares
with the production target of 2 lakh
11,556 tonnes.

In Panchagarh, 26,430 hectares have
been brought under wheat cultivation

with the production target of 77,965
tonnes.

Agriculturists and farmers are also
worried about the fate of litchi due to
rain during the ongoing flowering
period.

The growers have cultivated the fruit
on 980 hectares in Thakurgaon and 503
hectares in Panchagarh district.

Our Patuakhali Correspondent
reports: Watermelon, potatoes, ground-
nut, mug bean and chilli fields of vast
areas of coastal districts Patuakhali and
Barguna went under water due to con-
tinuous rain influenced by the depres-
sion on the Bay since Wednesday.

"I cultivated watermelon on my five
acres of land this year and the harvest-
ing time is near. But all my fields went
under water due to the rain," said
Abul Howlader, a farmer of Charkhali
village under Galachipa upazila in

"I am trying to save my fields from
stagnant water by removing water
with a pump machine but the attempt
proves futile due to continuous rain,”
he said.

Salim Howlader of Muradnagar
village under the same upazila said
his watermelon, groundnut, mug
bean and sesame on six acres of land
went under water.

Abdul Mannan, Galachipa upazila
agriculture extension officer, said water-
melon was cultivated on 5,500 hectares
of land, mug bean on 9,000 hectares,
potatoes on 650 hectares and others
green crops on 15,000 hectares of land
in the upazila this season.

But the rain during the last few days
damaged green crops on at least 30
percent of the fields, he said.

Green crops including water-
melon in vast areas under Amtali,

upazilas of Barguna district also
went under rainwater,

Delwar Hossain Howlader of
Patakata village under Amtali upazila
said he cultivated watermelon on two
acres of land by borrowing Tk 50,000
from relatives but all the fields went
under water just a few days before the
fruitbecame ready for sale.

SM Badrul Alam, Amtali upazila
agriculture extension officer, said about
2,000 hectares out of 3,500 hectares of
watermelon field in the upazila went
under water.

Other crops like mug bean and
potato and sesame also suffered
damage.

Our Chandpur Correspondent adds:
The last couple of days' rain caused
damage to potato on hundreds of hect-
ares of land in Kachua upazila under the

also be removed, he said. at the Department of Agriculture against the target of 25,150 hectares Patuakhalidistrict. Taltali, Pathorghata and Bamna district, said DAE sources.
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Many top leaders of the
party hope that the govern-
ment will ensure a partici-
patory election scheduled
for 2019.

The BNP has already
started formulating its
election manifesto, reor-
ganising the party's district
and other committees,
short-listing candidates
and preparing an election-
time government formula,
said party insiders.

It has already started
bringing back “reformist”
leaders who were expelled
from the party for their
“controversial” roles
during the army-backed
caretaker government in
2007-08.

Amir Khoshru Mahmud
Chowdhury, BNP's stand-
ing committee member,
said the party was now
working to prepare an
election-time supportive
government formula
which would be unveiled

wishers believe that it is
not possible to compel the
government to accept the
demand for holding elec-
tion under a non-partisan
administration through
street movements.

They said the party
would likely to compro-
mise on the election-time
government and partici-
pate in the elections.

“We will place some
proposals on the election-
time government and
there will be some alterna-
tives to the proposals,”
said BNP Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir.

He, however, denied
elaborating on the propos-
als.

The party started talking
with various social and
professional organisations
to mobilise mass opinion
in favour of its demand.

A BNP standing com-

already started the process
of selecting the most pro-
spective candidates and
preparing its election
manifesto.

“We are taking all-out
preparations for the next
election and also pressing
the government for an
election-time supportive
government to hold the
next election,” said the
BNP policymaker.

Chairperson Khaleda
Zia will make a list of pro-
spective candidates after
consulting with pro-BNP
intellectuals and profes-
sionals, a BNP leader close
to Khaleda told The Daily
Star.

Pro-BNP senior citizens
would also prepare a list of
prospective candidates.

Besides, the party has
appointed a private
organisation to prepare
another list of the popular
leaders in all 300 constitu-

said. They, however, did
not say the name of the
private firm.

Using his own network
in the party, BNP Senior
Vice-Chairman Tarique
Rahman would prepare
another list, the sources
added.

Khaleda also asked the
party high-ups to take
opinion of pro-BNP intel-
lectuals and senior citizens
to prepare a list of BNP
leaders who they think
would be better candidates
to contest the next general
election.

Police

FROM PAGE 2

on the front door of Afzal's
house in Dasmari Satbaria
around 2:00am and the
accused came out swing-
ing, said the OC, adding
that they fired five shotgun
rounds.

Police need to share terror info directly

FROM PAGE 1

depending on the diplomatic channels
would not serve the purpose of track-
ing down terrorists. "Terrorist activities
are taking place now. We'll have to
catch the militants now.
Communications have to take place

"

now

The three-day “Chiefs of Police
Conference on Regional Cooperation
in Curbing Violent Extremism and
Transnational Crime” was organised
by Interpol and Bangladesh Police.
Top police officials from 14 South
Asian and neighbouring countries
and representatives from Facebook,
FBI, and other organisations are tak-

ing partin it.

Briefing reporters in the afternoon,
the IGP said, “We want a police-to-
police cooperation. We are a global
police family. Terrorism is a global
problem. It's not confined to a country.
That's why we are seeking global assis-

tance.”

He said he had asked Interpol
Secretary General Jurgen Stock, who is
participating in the conference, to
open an Interpol branch in Dhaka.

“"We have got positive gestures of the
secretary general. He said he would be
able to take a decision if we give them
all kinds of support,” Shahidul added.

“But how much support can we give?
An office, a building, furniture, equip-
ment, and many other things will be
needed. We will talk to the government
and if we get the green signal, we will go
ahead,” he concluded.

INTERPOL AND KILLERS OF

BANGABANDHU

The police chief said, “We told the
Interpol secretary general that our
government gets disappointed when
red alerts on the people convicted by
our highest court are withdrawn.
Interpol should respect our justice.”

He added that the Interpol official
promised to sincerely bring up the
issue in the Interpol meetings.

“At different times, we gave infor-
mation on fugitive killers of
Bangabandhu staying in other coun-
tries to Interpol. We told them that
Dalim was in Spain. We couldn't pin
point his whereabouts, though. We
requested him to take it seriously when
we give them information on the kill-

this.

ers of Bangabandhu and he responded
positively.”

The police chief also said they had
handed over a list of Yaba factories in
the Myanmar border to the country's
representative to demolish those, help
stop intrusion of smugglers and crimi-
nals, and they assured them of doing

Besides, the Sri Lankan police chief
assured Bangladesh of cooperation in

investigating the heist of Bangladesh

Bank reserve, a portion of which was
siphoned off to that country.

Presenting a paper titled “Militancy
propaganda using social media and its
effect in the society”, Assistant IGP
Moniruzzaman said a survey con-
ducted on 250 militants arrested in
2015-16 revealed that 82 percent of
them used social media and their
radicalisation was accelerated through
the use of social media.

He added that 56 percent of the
militants had English and Bangla
medium educational backgrounds
and 22 percent madrasa backgrounds;
the remaining 22 percent did not have
any educational background.
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