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Jhalakathi road
in bad shape

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhalakathi

Thousands of commuters on Kathalia-Rajapur-JThalakathi
road have been experiencing untold sufferings for long as
the road isin a dilapidated condition.

As a result, passengers, especially patients, of Kathalia
and Rajapur upazilas of the district suffer a lot while travel-
ling on the 31 km dilapidated road risking their lives every
day.

The 31 km road connects Patharghata upazila of Barguna
and Kathalia upazila of Jhalakathi with Khulna, Benapole,
Jessore, Chittagong and Dhaka.

Goods-laden trucks, passenger buses and others vehicles
often get stuck in the large potholes that are often filled with
water during the rainy season.

“Five passengers were injured when my three-wheeler
turned turtle after falling into one of the potholes in Amua
area couple of weeks
ago,” said Monir
Hossain, a three-
wheeler driver of Amua
area in Kathalia upazila.

Ferdous Jamaddar, a
madrasa teacher of
Amua area, said, "As
there is no alternatives
we have to use the risky
road to travel to
Jhalakathi headquarters
forvarious purposes.”

“Elderly patients
suffer most when they
have to use the bumpy
road to go to Sher-E-
Bangla Medical College Hospital in Barisal,” said Khokon,
an ambulance driver.

“I used to go to college on bicycle but for the last few
months I am compelled to go on tempo or buses due to the
risky condition of the road,” said Rafiqul Islam, a student in
Rajapur upazila.

Golam Mustafa, executive engineer of Jhalakathi
Roads and Highway Department, said he has already
sent a proposal to the ministry concerned to repair the
damaged road.

Commuters on
Kathalia-Rajapur-
Jhalakathi road
have been experi-
encing untold suf-
ferings for long due
to dilapidated con-
dition of the road.
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This van equipped with modern treatment facilities provides free services for poor physically challenged people in Patuakhali district as part of an initiative of Jatiya
Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation. Right, a man receives treatment inside the mobile clinic at Kuakata on Monday.
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Hope for physically challenged people

Patuakhali mobile clinic provides free treatment

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

A van equipped with modern
treatment facilities appears as a
blessing for poor physically chal-
lenged people in the district,
thanks to the initiative of Jatiya
Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation
under the government's social
welfare ministry.

The mobile clinic named 'Mo-
bile rehabilitation van for persons
with disabilities' provides free
treatment for physically chal-
lenged people.

"I am suffering from paralysis
for about 10 years but failed to get
cured after spending money. Now
I am feeling well after taking free
treatment at the mobile van for
three days from Saturday to
Monday," said Abul Kalam, 50, a
street beggar of Hossenpara area of
Kuakata municipality in the dis-
trict.

Rokeya begum, 45, of the same
area, came to the van to take treat-
ment after hearing about it from a
neighbour.

"I am suffering from back-

bone pain for about seven years.
I took different types of treat-
ment and spent much money
but didn't get any relief. 1 am
very happy to get free treatment
from the van as my family can-
not afford to bear my treatment
cost," she said.

Like Kalam and Rokeya, many
other physically challenged peo-
ple are very happy as they are get-
ting quality treatment from the
mobile van free of cost.

During a visit to the area
on Monday afternoon; this

correspondent found many
poor people coming to the
van at Kuakata municipality
office premises to take treat-
ment for free,

Jativa Protibondhi Unnayan
Foundation (National
Foundation for Development of
the Disabled Persons) is provid-
ing the treatment through the
mobile van as part of an initia-
tive under the social welfare
ministry.

“A total of 203 physically chal-
lenged people took treatment

from the van during our three-day
visit in Kuakata while the number
of such beneficiaries since January
1 this year is 1337," said Nayan
Moni Biswas, an official working
atthevan,

"We have also continued
providing such treatment
including necessary medicine
free of cost to the physically
challenged people from our
office on College Road in
Patuakhali town since June 13 in
2013, serving a total of 20,572
people so far," he said.

SSC girl falls
from trawler,
drowns

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

An SSC examinee died
when she fell into the river
from a trawler in
Rangopaldi area under
Dashmina upazila of the
district on Monday.

The deceased was
Anamika, daughter of Chan
Mia of Char Hosnabad
village in Bansbaria union.

She took part in the SSC
examination this year from
Dashmina Girl's High School
under Barisal Education Board,
her family members said.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Dashmina Police Station Md
Monirul Islam said the vic-
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A culvert on Hospital Road at Phulbaria
municipality under the district has
been functioning with a temporary
wooden platform for a year, keeping a
large number of commuters under

A portion of the culvert broke down one
year ago and the municipality authorities
made temporary repair work with wooden
platform to help people use the important

In December last year, the portion
got badly damaged and it
repaired in January this year, again
setting wooden platform, said locals,
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was

soon.”

Damaged culvert poses
risk for commuters

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh adding that thousands of people use
the culvert.

"Ambulances carrying patients have to
use the culvert to reach Phulbaria Upazila
Health Complex and some 10 clinics at the
upazila headquarters. We fear accidents due
to the dilapidated condition of the culvert,”

said Abul Hossain, a shop owner in nearby

Golam Kibria, mayor of Phulbaria
municipality, said, "Earlier we requested the
Local
Department to repair the culvert but to no
effect. We are trying our best to manage
funds to reconstruct the culvert before mon-
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